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Setters start new building in Hebron 

HEBRON, occupied West Bank (R) — Jewish settlers 
fhave begun erecting a new building in the occupied West 
tank city of Hebron in an effort to strengthen their small 
(enclave there, Palestinians said on Wednesday. The Israeli 
army lifted a daytime curfew imposed on the city after 
security forces ambushed and killed three Palestinians on 
Sunday. An army spokesman said a dusk-to-dawn curfew 
will remain in effect in Hebron. Settlers laid the corner- 
stone on Tuesday for a new building which they said would 
add five families to the city’s 400 Jewish settlers. Thousands 
0 f Israelis on Passover holiday visited the town on Tuesday 
as Hebron’s 110,000 Palestinians were confined to their 
fames under the military curfew. Hebron city officials said 
the settlers did not apply for a building permit and 
therefore the construction was being carried out illegally. A 
spokesman For the army’s civil administration occupation 
anil said he was checking who authorised the building. 
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Syria rejects indefinite NPT extension 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Syria announced Wednesday it 
would rejeci an indefinite extension of ihe nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) unless Israel also signed ii allowed 
international inspections of us nuclear sites. Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa's statement at the international NPT 
renewal conference here was a direct challenge to Israel, which is 
believed to have nuclear weapons. "Syria cannot agree 10 the 
extension or the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty unless Israel 
accedes to the treaty and subjects its nuclear installations to 
international inspections." he said. Earlier Wednesday U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore urged NPT signatories to take their "one-time" 
option to extend it indefinitely and unconditionally. "The United 
States believes that it is vilal that we take advantage of this 
non-time option to extend the treaty indefinitely — without 
conditions," Mr. Gore said. Syria is among the I7K signatories of 
the 25 -year treaty, which took effect in 1 9711. Only a few countries 
do not’ belong. In addition to Israel. India and Pakistan are 
considered nuclear powers. 
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west of Cairo, has been used 
solely for domestic flights 
since it was reopened in 1982. 
Only Yasser Arafat has used 
it ro fly abroad, particularly 
to Tunisia, since moving to 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
in July 1994, Mr. Abdul 
Naim added. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP> — A senior Tunisian 
official visited Jerusalem 
Wednesday and met with an 
adviser of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. Said Ben 
Mustafa. Tunisia's secretary 
of state for North African 
affairs, arrived in the West 
Bank Tuesday from Jordan 
and toured 'the town of 
i'-iK Jericho and the Gaza Strip, 
i pea Mr. Ben Mustafa met 
Wednesday in Arab East 
Jerusalem with Ahmad Tibi, 
yh 0 is an adviser to Mr. 
.rafat. ‘‘We discussed ways 
^ strengthen the relationship 
between Tunis and the 
Palestinian Authority," Dr. 
Tibi said after the meeting. 


Israel holds Soviet 
spy since 1988 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel 
disclosed on Wednesday it 
has held a Russian spy im- 
prisoned since he was caught 
in 1988. Israel Radio said. 
“The spy was Gregory Lon- 
din, an engineer by profes- 
sion, who was recruited in the 
former Soviet Union to serve 
as a KGB secret agent, and 
emigrated to Israel 22 years 
ago equipped with technical 
equipment,” the, radio said- 
It said he spied for the Soviet 
Union for 15 years. Mr. Lon- 
don was sentenced in 1988 to 
13 years for espionage and 
contact with a foreign agent, 
h said. Israel’s supreme 
court, which in the past re- 
jected an appeal by Mr. Lon- 
din, allowed publication of 
4 me story for the first time on 
‘ . Wednesday, the radio said. 
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Japan may send 
experts to Golan 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
’aay dispatch a team of Self- 
defence Force personnel to 
the Israeli-held Golan 
Heights to assist U.N. 
peacekeeping activities, news 
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Mks with Pakistan 


'*:• yZ&P 

r DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
Minister Pranab 
said Wednesday 
was ready for talks 
Pakistan “anyplace. 
*Pj. anytime’* but an utxi»ming 
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37 s ^ 5oiuh Asian summit was not 
*\ forum for such bilateral 

j ilScussions. “Let us sit down 
pyplace, anytime, at any 
" : 7 Mr. Mukherjee said 

- ' £ / tf ...j ^ a news conference, refer- 

r \i 4 lr>ng to proposals to reopen 
p talemated talks with Pakis- 
V “Let us start talking and 
S - ' C'^jy ^ how we can build confi- 
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Crown Prince urges Arab scholars 

to learn from Gulf crisis, start 
objective dialogue to chart future 

HRH, opening Arab Thought Forum meeting 
in Doha, stresses need for fresh approach 
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Special to the Jordan Times 
from Qatar 

IN A FRESH bid to reassert 
Jordan's Arab credentials 
and explore new avenues of 
inter-Arab cooperation fol- 
lowing the Oct. 26 peace 
treaty with Israel, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
■san Wednesday joined forces 
with his Qatari counterpart to 
launch a long-awaited meet- 
ing of influential intellectuals 
and thinkers grouped under 
the Arab Thought Forum. 

Most members of the 
Amman-based forum, which 
has not met since the start of 
the Gulf crisis and war, came 
to this Gulf state not only to 
overcome the differences that 
arose among them since Aug. 
2, 1990 but also to assess the 


impact of the peace agree- 
ments that the Arabs have 
struck with Israel since then. 

“When we established the 
Arab Thought Forum (after 
the Arab economic summit in 
Amman) fourteen years 
ago," Crown Prince Hassan. 
who is the chairman of the 
forum, told the group, “we 
were talking about a decade 
of development and a joint 
Arab economic strategy. At 
the time we thought we were 
on the threshold of a new 
stage of joint work. But to- 
day we live in an era of 
uncertainty about and futile 
search for a new course of 
action that we could pursue." 

The Crown Prince went on 
to explain that a two- pronged 
strategy was needed now to 
prepare the Arab World for a 


brighter future. First, it was 
the duty of the Arab intellec- 
tuals to study what happened 
in the Gulf.' not in order to 
apportion blame, but to 
reach understanding and re- 
solutions which would make 
the recurrence of that tragic 
situation impossible or near 
impossible. And. second, to 
start an objective dialogue 
based on facts and analysis, 
on the implications of peace 
with Israel on Arab coun- 
tries. 

“Just as we still have diffe- 
rent stories to tell about what 
happened during the Gulf cri- 
sis... the peace process (with 
Israel) is likewise being sub- 
jected to positions of justi- 
fication or rejection without 

(Continued on page 7) 


At least 19 killed in Oklahoma blast 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
(Agencies) — A carbomb 
ripped a nine-storey bole in 
a downtown Federal office 
building Wednesday, kill- 
ing at least 19 people, in- 
cluding 17 children, and 
injuring at least 200. Other 
victims were trapped in the 
wreckage. Cable News Net- 
work said 80 were killed. 

Paramedic Heather 
Taylor said 17 children 
were dead at the scene. 
Earlier, officials had said at 
least two adults were killed. 

In Washington Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) officials said they had 
not ruled out a possible 
terrorist attack as the mo- 
tive behind the deadly car- 
bombing, but they 
cautioned it was too early to 
say for sure. 

In Oklahoma City. John 
Magaw, the director of the 
Burean of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF), said 
the blast resulted from the 
detonation of explosives 
packed in a vehicle parked 
in front of the building. 

Spokesman John Cox 


said scores of others were 
injured in (be explosion, 
which gutted the nine- 
storey building in central 
Oklahoma City. 

The explosion was feh 45 
kilometres away and left a 
portion of Oklahoma City 
littered with iqjnred people 
and debris. 

Mr. Magaw said about 
400 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives caused the blast that 
occurred as people were on 
their way to work or bad 
just arrived. 

He said the size of the 
bomb was similar to the 
Feb. 26, 1993 World Trade 
Centre bombing. 

Six people were killed 
and more than 1,000 in- 
jured in that attack, which 
authorities said was carried 
out by a radical group. 

Asked If Wednesday 
bombing was a “terrorist” 
attack, Mr. Magaw said 
“Anytime you have this 
kind of explosion, this kind 
of damage you have to look 
there first. Clearly that 
would be Che direction of 


interest to begin with.” 

The explosion occurred 
on the second anniversary 
of the Gery, fatal ending of 
the federal siege of the 
Branch Da vidian com- 
pound in Waco, Texas. 
That siege began with a raid 
by ATF agents on Feb. 28, 
1993.' . 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry said that 
security precautions around 
federal buildings nation- 
wide as well tiie White 
House have been taken, as 
“we would normally take 
following an incident like 
this.” 

President Bill Clinton 
went ahead with a sche- 
duled inerting with Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler scheduled, but was 
being kept abreast of de- 
velopments by his advisors, 
Mr. McCurry said. 

People ran down the 
streets away from the build- 
ing where more than 500 
normally work, streaming 
past charred cars and 
streets cluttered with debris 


and congested with 
emergency vehicles. 

Medical personnel tre- 
ated dazed and lightly in- 
jured people on the streets 
while more seriously in- 
jured victims were taken 
away by ambulance to area 
hospitals. 

• 

A boy and girt under the 
age of one-year-old were 
found uninjured hi the de- 
bris and were taken to an 
area hospital while calls 
went out on the airwaves 
for their parents to come to 
get them. 

Randy Sachs, a spokes- 
man for the Baptist Medical 
Centre in Oklahoma City, 
told CNN television that the 
hospital was “preparing for 
hundreds of people. We’re 
getting ready for an 
onslaught of patients.” 

Dan - Vogel, an FBI 
spokesman, said that every 
available agent and an evi- 
dence response team have 
been dispatched to the scene 
to interview witnesses and 
determine the cause of the 
explosion: 


Clinton presses Ciller 
for pullout from Iraq 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton 
pressed Turkey Wednesday 
for an early withdrawal from 
northern Iraq, but Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller said she 
still cannot set a timetable 
even though “the majority of 
the job is done." 

Turkish forces are trying to 
wipe out camps used by Kur- 
dish separatists in the" inva- 
sion that began four weeks 
ago. The separatist rebels are 
fighting for autonomy in 
southern Turkey. 

But on the subject of a 
timetable. Mr. Clinton 
yielded to Ms. Ciller. 

‘‘The reason l cannot 
announce a date is that would 
not be fair to those people up 
in the mountains," she said. 
She said her forces were 
searching the caves in the 
mountains for the guns and 
ammunition that would have 
been used to kill the inno- 
cent." 

Even so. she promised that 
Turkey ss objectives were li- 
mited and were forced be- 
cause northern Iraq had be- 
come "a no-man’s land” in 
the aftermath of the Gulf 
war. 

“We are there only for a 
limited time. We have gotten 
hold of the bases that we 
wanted to do. The majority 
of the job is done and over 
with," she said in the Ova! 
Office session. 

She was asked whether she 
was concerned for her safety, 
or worried about civil unrest 
in her country, following the 
arrests in Turkey earlier 
Wednesday of suspects ac- 
cused of plotting to assassin- 


ate her. 

“1 am not worried about 
the security of my country or 
myself,” she said. “I have a 
mission — and that mission is 
a peace mission for the area. 
And that’s what I’m going to 
discuss with President Clin- 
ton.” 

Turkish police said they 
detained 21 people in Istan- 
bul on Wednesday suspected 
of belonging to far-left group 
planning to assassinate Ms. 
Ciller. 

Istanbul anti-terrorist 
branch seized a pistol and a 
hand-drawn map of an area 
in the city where Ms. Ciller 
has a mansion on the Bos- 
phorus strait, the Anatolian 
agency said. 

Anatolian said the sus- 
pects. eight of them women, 
were members of the out- 
lawed revolutionary People's 
Liberation Party — Front 
(DHKP-C) and were plan- 
ning to kill Ms. Ciller in her 
private Istanbul residence. 

A police spokesman con- 
firmed the agency report. 

Meanwhile several hun- 
dred Kurdish rebels trapped 
by about 25,000 Turkish 
troops in a labyrinthine gorge 
in eastern Turkey are attemp- 
ting to break out of the army 
stranglehold, military offi- 
cials said. 

"They are trying to escape 
but we are killing them all," a 
security official in the eastern 
province of Tunceli (old Reu- 
ters. 

He said 14 Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) guerrillas 
fleeing Alibogazi ravine and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres sparks row 
over Golan pullout 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres was at the centre of a 
storm on Wednesday after 
saying that Israel was nego- 
tiating a withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights to the interna- 
tional border with Syria. 

“In our negotiations with 
Syria, we are talking about 
withdrawing to the Interna- 
tional border." Mr. Peres 
told Israel Television late 
Tuesday. 

He recalled that former 
Prime Minister Kevy Eshkol 
had proposed a similar with- 
drawal in 1967 when 
Menachem Begin, who be- 
came right-wing premier in 
1977. was a minister without 
portfolio in the "national uni- 
ty" government. 

. “But Syria is talking about 
a return to the lines of June 4, 
1967," Mr. Peres said, which 
would give Damascus control 
of a narow band of land by 
the Sea of Galilee. 

"Peres’ statement shows 
the true face of the prime 
minister which was hidden 
during the last elections.” 
raged deputy Uzi Landau, 
head of the parliamentary 
parly of the right-wing 
opposition Likud Party. 

Before the 1992 elections. 
Yitzhak Rabin who is now 
premier swore that Israel 
would never quit the Golan 
Heights, but has since made 
veiled references to the possi- 
bility of a full withdrawal. 

Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he would 
answer Mr. Peres at an 
emergency meeting of Israeli 


councillors from the Golan at 
the main town Kaczrin. 

Council chief Yehuda 
Wollman warned Mr. Rabin 
that Mr. Peres was “trying to 
drive him into a comer,” 
meaning a position in which 
he would have to return all 
the Heights. 

Mr. Wollman said that a 
bill requiring a big majority 
for a withdrawal from the 
Golan could soon go before 
parliament and would be sup- 
ported by several Labour de- 
puties. 

The international border is 
considered that drawn up 
when Palestine was under 
British mandate and Syria 
under the French after World 
War I. 

It was adopted by the Un- 
ited Nations partition plan in 
1947 and in the armistice 
agreement with Syria on July 
20. 1949. 

By June 4, 1967, two days 
before war broke out again. 
Syria held a small strip of 
land beyond the border, no 
wider rhan three kilometres. 

Six days later Israel hacj 
seized all the Golan, which 
was "annexed” de facto in 
1981. 

Mr. Peres tried Wednesday 
to cool anger to his statement 
telling journalists the govern- 
ment had not agreed to the 
principle of 3 withdrawal to 
the international border. 

Mr. Rabin has offered a 
limited withdrawal on the 
Golan Heights in exchange 
for a peace treaty covering 
security arrangements and di- 

(Continned on page 7) 
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His Majesty King H ossein on Wednesday 
holds talks with (he vice-chairman of the U.S. 


Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral William Arthur 
Ownes (Armed Forces photo) 


King meets vice- chairman 
of U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, on Wednes- 
day received in his office at 
the Army Genera] Head- 
quarters the vice chairman of 
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Admiral William Arthur 
Owens, who arrived in Am- 
man earlier in the day on a 
two-day visit to Jordan as 
pan of a regional tour. 

King Hussein and Adm. 
Owens exchanged views on 
several regional and interna- 
tional issues of concern to 
Jordan and the U.S. 

The meeting was attended 
by the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Al Kaab- 
neh. and the American 
charge d'affaires in Amman. 

Adm. Owens was also re- 
ceived by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


Sharif Zeid, who is also 
defence minister, and Adm. 
Owens reviewed Jordanian- 
American cooperation, espe- 
cially in military fields, and 
discussed issues of common 
interest to the two countries. 

They also discussed the 
outcome of King Hussein's 
recent visit to the U.S. and 
his meeting with President 
Bill Clinton, members of the 
American administration and 
congressmen. 

Discussion at the meeting 
also focused on regional de- 
velopments and the Middle 
East peace process. The 
prime minister stressed the 
need to reach a comprehen- 
sive and just solution to the 
Arab-Israeii conflict. 

Sharif Zeid also underlined 
Jordan's keenness .to con- 
tinue the process to ensure a 
better future for the region. 

The American admiral 


voiced his country’s support 
of Jordan in all fields to 
enable it to achieve the prog- 
ress it is seeking, especially in 
defence. 

Gen? Mirai also received 
Adm. Owens and reviewed 
with him the situation in the 
region. 

They discussed the Jorda- 
nian army's role in 
peacekeeping operations in 
various parts of the world and 
means of enhancing bilateral 
cooperation. 

Adm. Owens is a naval 
officer who advanced from 
ensign to full admiral. He is 
the highest ranking officer in 
the U.S. Navy and has been 
the vice-chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff at the Penta- 
gon in Washington since 
1994. 

He was born in Bismarck 
in North Dakota on Mav 8. 
1940. 


Peace process in peril if Israel 
does not join NPT — Jordan 


NEW YORK (Petra) — The 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) has not suc- 
ceeded in stopping the spread 
of nuclear weapons and cer- 
tain countries like Israel have 
succeeded in breaching inter- 
national controls. Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti said Wednesday. 

Delivering Jordan's 
address to the conference on 
renewing the NPT, Mr. 
Kabariti said the world 
should find suitable controls 
to prevent the spread of nuc- 
lear weapons to derer the 
exporters as well as the im- 
porters of such weapons. 

“If we consider the situa- 
tion in the Middle East we 
find that Israel has main- 
tained its rejection of calls to 
join the NPT over the past 
quarter of a century, despite 
the success of peace efforts 
that led to peace agreements' 


between Egypt and Israel, 
Israel and the Palestinians 
and Jordan and Israel.” he 
said. 

Forcing Israel 10 sign the 
NPT and subjecting Israeli 
nuclear installations to inter- 
national inspection would 
prevent any nuclear accidents 
that result in grave destruc- 
tive consequences, he said. 

he stressed that Israel’s 
signing of the NPT would 
lead also to further progress 
in the Middle East peace 
process and a reduction in the 
arms race of its countries. 

Such move, he added, 
would also liberate funds 
which are being wasted on 
arms and weapons to be util- 
ised in development. 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty calls for the cre- 
tion of a nuclear-free zone 
and therefore Israel’s signing 
of the NPT would be in con- 


formity with the spirit of the 
peace treaty. Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

Before considering the 
idea of extending the NPT. 
he said, "we should examine 
the original NPTs objectives 
and compare them with the 
achievements on (he ground 
with a view to finding impedi- 
ments in its way.” 

Nevertheless, he added, 
“we should stress the impor- 
tant role which the NPT had 
played over the past years, 
especially that the NPT has 
succeeded in limiting the 
number of nations that de- 
clared their possession of 
nuclear weapons." 

However, the world com- 
munity has succeeded in put- 
ting an end to the nuclear 
arms between the two super- 
powers as a result of ending 

( Continued on page 7) 


Compromise found in Libyan 
pilgrimage flights to Mecca 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libya 
agreed Wednesday to trans- 
fer pilgrims bound for Mecca 
to Egyptian planes rather 
than violate the U.N. air 
embargo, Egypt’s official 
news agency MENA re- 
ported. 

It said Libyan leader Col- 
onel Muammar Qadhafi, in a 
Telephone call with Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
decided to keep two Libyan 
planes which took off with 
pilgrims earlier the same day 
at Tobruk airport, 100 
kilometres from the Egyptian 
border. 

The pilgrims would wait 
for Egypt Air planes to take 
them to Mecca in Saudi Ara- 
bia for the pilgrimage in 
keeping with a U.N. special 
exemption, MENA said, 
‘The decision was taken by 
Col. Qadhafi after a tele- 
phone conversation with the 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak after a second Li- 
byan plane took off from 
Benghazi,” the agency said. 

The second plane landed at 
Tobruk, joining a first jet 
which arrived earlier from 


Tripoli with 159 passengers, a 
Libyan diplomat told AFP. 
He did not specify the num- 
ber of passengers on the 
second flight. 

MENA added that “during 
the past two days a number of 
contacts were made between 
Mr. Mubarak and Col. 
Qadhafi to exchange views 
on the matter." 

The head of the national 
carrier, Fabim Rayan, said 
the Egypt Air planes would 
go to Tripoli and Benghazi on 
Thursday to fly pilgrims 
directly to the Red Sea city of 
Jeddah near Mecca. 

They will be the first fore- 
ign aircraft to land in Libya 


since the United Nations 
slapped an air embargo on 
the country in April 3992 in 
connection with the 1988 
Lockerbie plane bombing. 

In New York, after the first 
Libyan plane left Tripoli, the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
authorised 45 Egypt Air 
flights between Libya and 
Saudi Arabia to allow 6,000 
Libyans to make the Haj. 

Mr. Rayan said that “UN 
delegates will inspect the pas- 
sengers and airplanes in Tri- 
poli and Benghazi airports 
and confirm their flight 
paths." 

(Continued on page 7) 
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CURFEW IN HEBRON: An Israeli soldier patrols the 
Hebron market in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Hun- 
dreds of Israelis paraded and prayed in Hebron on Tuesday 


while troops kept Palestinians residents under a strict 
curfew for a third day running (AFP photo) 


GCC pledges to fight extremism 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
The six Arab Gulf states on 


Tuesday vowed to fight “ex- 
tremism and terrorism 1 '' and 


appealed for increased public 
vigilance to fofl attempts at 
sedition in the region. 

Interior ministers from the 
six states also pledged their 
“total support to measures 
taken by Bahrain to ensure 
security and stability.” 

Bahrain has been shaken 
by violent anti-government 
demonstrations and attacks 
on policemen since last De- 
cember. Bahrain authorities 
have toddy accused Iran of 
exerting its influence on part 
of; the majority Bahraini 
Sitiite community. 

Bahrain and its allies 
Kuwait, Saadi Arabia, 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Qatar are members 
of' the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

“The council condemns ex- 
tremism, which leads to vio- 
lence and terrorism, and 
totally rejects such actions in 
all their forms,” said a com- 
munique issued after an 


emergency meeting here. 

“The GCC is determined 
to' co nf ront this J destructive 
phenomenon, which is in- 
compatible with the spirit of 
Islam.” 

The statement called on 
the people of the region to 
“increase their vigilance and 
to take precautions to reject 
the destructive ideas prop- 


agated by certain parties who 
are trying to incite discord 
and perpetrate acts of vio- 
lence and territorism” in die 
Gulf. 

Before the start of the 
meeting, Bahrain Interior 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Khalifa A1 Khalif a in- 
sisted that “the situation is 
stable in Bahrain and acts of 
violence and terrorism are 
coming to an end.” 

He charged that the recent 
unrest had been “planned 
and preme dita ted." adding 
that investigations and the 
religious beliefs of those ac- 
cused revealed that “an ex- 
tremist operation” had been 
behind the violence. 

But authorities here, while 
never explirity naming Iran, 
have indirectly denounced 
what they say has been Ira- 
nian influence on the local 
Shiite activists. 

The violence, blamed by 
western diplomats on econo- 
mic difficulties, has left 12 
people dead, including three 
policemen. 

“Bahrain was to be the 
springboard for destabifisiag 
the domestic conditions in 
the GCC member states... to 
spread extremism and sedi- 
tion.” 

He called for the reinforce- 
ment of joint security efforts, 
saying they were “a compre- 
hensive siege against terror- 
ism.” 

“The regrettable incidents 


were on a basis of religious 
fundamentalism,” the minis- 
ter said. “The incidents were 
not spontaneous but pro- 
voked in implementation of 
an imported foreign-grown 
plot.” 


Egypt conference 


Egypt will seek interna- 
tional cooperation to fight 
terrorism during a U.N. con- 
ference on crime prevention 
to be held in Cairo from 
April 29 to May 8, Egyptian 
Interior Minister Hassan AI 
Alfi said Tuesday. 

“There are numerous links 
between organised crime and 
terrorism, winch creates a 
need for international coop- 
eration and support under 
the auspices of the United 
Nations,” Mr. Alfi said. 

‘Terrorism has become 
pervasive throughout the 
world. Therefore it had to be 
included on the conference 
agenda,” he added. 

Mr. Alfi was speaking at a 
joist press conference in 
Cairo with- Justice Minister 
Faro ok Seif Al Nasr and 
Tourism Minister- Manxhih 
Al Beltagui. 

Those responsible for 
attacks in Egypt “receive 
support, funds and orders 
from abroad,” Mr. Alfi said. 
‘Terrorists in several Euro- 
pean and African countries 

maintain links .” 


Iran demands pullout of U.S. warships from Gulf 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani of Iran on Tuesday de- 
manded an immediate pull- 
out of U.S. warships from the 
Gulf. 

“We also believe that it is 
with the regional states to 
preserve security and stability 
in this region, not foreign 
powers,” Mr. Rafsanjani said 
in a speech in the Indian 
parliament. 

The presence of foreign 
fleets “tend to aggravate ten- 
sions,” the Iranian president 
said. 

U.S. forces are deployed in 
the Gulf, ostensibly to guard 
against renewed Iraqi aggres- 
sion. The Iranians, who have 
long aspired to dominate the 
Gulf, resent the presence of 
U.S. and European forces in 
what they consider their 
sphere of influence. 

“We are opposed to the 
domineering policies of the 
great powers, particularly 
U.S.A. and their efforts to 
exploit international orga- 


nisations and fora for their 
illegitimate goals,” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani was on a 
three-day visit to India to 
seek closer cooperation in 
modernising its economy. 
Iran's economy has suffered 
because of trade restrictions 
imposed by the United States 
and a few other Western na- 
tions that accuse Iran of 
sponsoring “international 
terrorism.” 

India wants Iranian help in 
reaching its exports to the 
emerging markets of Centra! 
Asia. Chi Tuesday, the two 
nations along with Turk- 
menistan signed a trilateral 
agreement to create a trade 
route from India to Central 
Asia through the Iranian port 
dty of Bandar Abbas. 

Indian exports to the Cen- 
tral Asian republics are ex- 
pensive because they have to 
go through Russian ports. 

Officials said the agree- 
•ment on extending transit 
facilities to Indian goods was 


signed after hectic consulta- 
tions between the representa- 
tives of die three countries. 

Boris Shikhmuradov, 
Turkmenistan's deputy prime 
minister and foreign minister, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and his Indi- 
an counterpart Praoab 
Mukheijee signed the agree- 
ment. 


changes, promotion of tour- 
inn and cooperation in com- 
munications. 


Under the scheme, Indian 
goods would be shipped to 
the Iranian port of Bandar- 
Abbas where they would be 
taken by road to the Central 
Asian republics. 


Officials said India would 
help Iran in upgrading its 
telegraph and communica- 
tions system. India is already 
involved in railways and ferti- 
liser projects in Iran. 

India and Iran also agreed 
to form a joint venture com- 
pany for exploration and pro- 
duction of oil. 


Mr. Rafsanjani repeated 
an Iranian offer to construct a 


pipeline to carry petroleum 
from Iran to refineries m 


India, seeking to increase 
trade with Centra] Asia and 
reducing the growing influ- 
ence of its arch-rival Pakistan " 
in the region, sought Iran's 
help to win access to a tradi- 
tional market after losing it 
following the break up of the 
former Soviet Union. 

India and Iran also signed ■ 
bilateral agreements covering 
environmental protection, 
drug trafficking, cultural ex- 


India via Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 


Although Mr. Rafcan jam's 
visit would lead to closer 
economic ties, it was unlikely 
drat the two countries would 
move politically closer. Pur- 
suing free-market reforms, 
india has unproved its rela- 
tions with the United States, 
one of Iran's main foes. India 
also is uncomfortable about 
Iran’s support to Pakistan. 


Bank of Egypt demands I NEWS IN BRIEF 


compensation from U.N 


GENEVA (Agencies) — A 
panel of lawyers from Ger- 
many, the Philippines and 
Tunisia were on Wednesday 
and Thursday to examine a 
claim to the United Nations 
Compensation Commission 
(UNCC) from the Bank of 
Egypt for Gulf war victims. 

Sources dose to the UNCC 
said the claim was cm behalf 
of more than 900,000 Egyp- 
tian workers in Iraq for the 
alleged non-transference by 
Iraqi banks of remittances to 
then- families in Egypt 


to the Egyptian claim. 

“The timing is rather suspi- 
cious," one diplomat said 
“The feeling is that the com- 
mission is getting caught up 
in the broader issue of ofl 
sales.” 


Turkish Cypriots fire on Syrian fishing boat 


Iraq's parliament was for- 
mally considering the latest 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solution laying out the condi- 
tions for Iraq's return to the 
oil market. 


NICOSIA (AP) — A Syrian fisherman was shot dead when 
hie boat was intercepted in waters off Turkish-controlled 
northern Cyprus, an official radio station reported Tues- 
day. Three other fisherman were arrested after die vessel 
was stopped off the Karpas peninsula, Byrak Radio said. 
The three crewmen were taken before a court and 
remanded in custody for three days, the report added. It 
was the second such incident in a week. Last Thursday, 
Turkish Cypriot authorities opened fire on a Greek Cypriot 
boat, saying it had crossed into forbidden waters. They 
arrested the four-man crew, who were still held in a 
Turkish Cypriot prison. 


The head of Egyptian 
security said Monday that 
Egypt and Algeria were 
already cooperating in train- 
ing and exchanges of in- 
formation to combat anti- 
government militant groups. 

Egypt hosted a U.N. Con- 
ference on Population and 
Development in September 
1994 without incident, de- 
spite threats from militants. 

A violent campaign by ex- 
tremists aimed at toppling the 
Egyptian government has left 
745 people dead since March 
1992. 

The justice minister said 
Egypt would propose creat- 
ing a regional centre based in 
Cairo and grouping 
Mediterranean nations for 
training in crime prevention. 

Corruption and “crimes 
against the environment” 
would also be on the confer- 
ence agenda, he added. 

AH the U.N. member 
states, as well as the Vatican, 
Switzerland and Monaco, 
have been invited to the con- 
ference. Most are expected to . 
be represented by their jus- 
tice or interior ministers. 

• U.N. crimes conferences 
have been heid evetry -five' 
years since 1955. The last 
one, held in Havana, brought 
together 123 countries. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali are to address the 
Cairo gathering. 


Sources in Geneva said 
that Baghdad bad questioned 
the competence of the 
arbitration committee. 

A U.N. spokesman, and an 
^ aide to Giuseppe Baldocd, 
die I talian co mmissi on chair- 
man, confirmed there were 
“Iraqi reservations,” but did 
not comment further in the 
absence of clarification from 
Baghdad. 

The consolidated Egyptian 
claim — with an asserted 
value of a ppr ox im ately $500 
million — is being examined 
by a specially appointed 
panel of commissioners, in- 
cluding jurists from Ger- 
many,- the Philippines and 
Tunisia, said the U.N. state- 
ment. 


The resolution, adopted on 
Friday, would allow Iraq to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil in 

the next six months for food 
and medicine. Thirty per cent 
of the proceeds would go to 
tee commission to fund com- 
pensation payments. 

Baghdad's reaction to the 
resolution has been uni- 
formly negative. The Iraqi 
cabinet, chmred by President 
Saddam Hussein, rejected it 
and called it a “dangerous 
violation of Iraq's sovereign- 
ty.” 


Cyprus buys Russian armoured vehicles 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus has agreed to buy 43 Russian 
armoured vehicles for its national guard, at a cost of 40 
milli on Cyprus pounds ($85 million). Government spokes- 


man Y iannakis Cassoulides, quoted by the Cyprus News 
Agency, said Tuesday tee deal was clinched after the 
Russian government bad guaranteed maintenance of the 
Toma BMP3 vehicles. The Cypriot national guard consists 
of 10,000 regular troops and nearly 90,000 reservists, all of 
teem Greck-Cypriots. 


Boudiaf accused to stand trial next week 


First the panel must decide 
whether the commission has 
jurisdiction over the claim, 
said tee statement. 

If the decision on jurisdic- 
tion is positive, tee proceed- 
ings wifl progress to a second 
round to decide on the subst- 
ance of the claim. 

Both Iraqi and Egyptian 
representatives were ex- 
pected to make formal pre- 
sentations at the oral hearing. 

Prior to a deadline in July 
last year for claims related to 
the Gulf war, the U.N. fond 
• financed by Iraqi holdings 
blocked abroad reportedly 
received nearly 2.5 million 
requests from individuals, 
companies or governments 
from 90 countries. They de- 
manded compensation totall- 
ing SlfiO billion. 

The governments of Egypt 
and Iraq filed separate writ- 
ten submissions with the 
UNCC in Geneva on March 
14, presenting their respec- 
tive views concerning the 
consolidated claim*- by tee 
Central Bank of Egypt, said 
tee^lLN- stefe?nent.^ r ^ „ 

.Diplomats?" said Iraq batf 
told tee commisrion' that it 
would not attend the hearing, 
even though it has already 
submitted a written response 


Diplomats said the panel, 
led by German Kari-Hemz 
Boeckstiegel, would meet 
irrespective of whether the 
Iraqis turned up. Egypt 
would still make its case be- 
fore the panel. 

The panel's first task is to 
deckle whether the Egyptian 
claim is within the jurudic- 
tion of the commission, 
whose mandate is to compen- 
sate “direct losses” caused by 
the Iraqi invasion of Knwait or is a 
bilateral issue as argued by 

Baghdad 


Because of Iraq's refusal to 
make limited oil sales, the 
commission has so far been 
starved of funds. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The much-postponed trial of the 
alleged assassin of Algeria's former President Mohaham- 
mad Boudiaf is due to begin next week, legal sources said. 
But lawyers said trial of the Algerian army officer, Second 
Lieutenant Lembarek Boumaarafi, could yet be delayed 
again because of his refusal to mount a defence for the 
murder of Boudiaf, who was gunned down as he gave a 
speech in June 1992. Judicial authorities have also been 
unable to find a lawyer to defend tee officer, tee sources 
said. Lt. Boumaarafi is currently being held in Blida 
military prison in the south of tee country, having being 
transferred from Algiers* Serkadji jail following a riot by 
prisoners during which he received slight leg injuries. Ll 
B oumaarafi told investigators he acted alone oat of 
“religious conviction” in tee killing. He was part of tee 
presidential guard when he was alleged to have thrown a 
grenade at the official stand and shot Boudiaf in tee back 
with a machine-gun as the president made a speech in tee 
eastern town of Annaba on June 1992. 


War may be solution for Jerusalem — Shenuda 


According to tee Egyptian 
claim, Iraqi banks withheld 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in remittances earned by 
about 900,000 Egyptian 
workers in Iraq' before and 
just after the invasion. Egypt 
says that the banks stopped 
transferring die remittances 
on August 2, 1990, tee day 
Iraq occupied Kuwait. 


Diplomats said tee Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry had sent a 
letter on Monday to Ambas- 
sador Baldocd saying it had 
not time to prepare properly 
•for tee hearing. 

But one diplomatic source 
said the fact -tear tee -'Iraqis' 
had replied on time to the 
■ written submission by Egypt ■ 
and had indicated lak week 


CAIRO (AFP) — Pope Shenuda III. head of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church, said war may be the only way for the 
Arabs to win back Jerusalem, in an interview published 
Wednesday. Israel “might make concessions on a number 
of territories but 1 think Jerusalem is a major obstacle 
which perhaps can only be solved by war," the partriarch of 
Egypt's Christians told the government weekly AI Musaw- 
war. “The Israelis are prepared to fight for Jerusalem down 
to the last bullet and the last man.” which will require ‘‘a 
unified Arab position,” he added. Pope Shenuda, who 
opposes visits by Egyptian Christians to the Holy City, has 
said he would forbid from communion anyone who went to 
Jerusalem for tee Orthodox Easter on April 23. Egypt is 
home to some eight million Christians, according to 
unofficial estimates. 


8 drug smugglers beheaded in Jeddah 


that they would come sug- 
gested that Baghdad had an 


gested that Baghdad bad an 
ulterior political motive, for 
snubbing the panel. 


RIYADH (AP) — Seven Pakistanis and a Nigerian were 
beheaded in Jeddah Wednesday for drug smuggling, 
matching the record for the number of traffickers executed 
in a single day in the kingdom. Eight narcotics smugglers, 
including five Pakistanis and an Afghani, were beheaded in 
Saudi Arabia Monday. The Interior Ministry said the eight 
men executed Wednesday were convicted by Islamic courts 
of smuggling drugs hidden in their stomachs into Jeddah. 


Securing border with Iraq headache for Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Protect- 
ing its border with Iraq once 
the military push against Kur- 
dish rebels in northern Iraq is 
over is a major headache tor 
Turkey. 

Ruling out a multinational 
solution, Turkey is banking 
on cooperation with the main 
Kurdish movements of Iraq 
to patrol tee border and stop 
infiltration by the Kurds of 
the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) fighting . 
for its own homeland in Tur- 
key since 1984. 

The first obstacle to sneb a 
deal is that die Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (.KDP) of 
Massoud Barzani and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) under Jalal Talabani 
have been involved in inter- 
mittent armed clashes for the 
(last year as they wrestle for 
control of northern Iraq, 
where President Saddam 
Hussein's writ has failed to 
run since the end of tee Guff 
war in February-March 1991. 

Those hostilities are par- 
tially to blame for the power 
vacuum in the frontier zone 
which allows the PKK for its 
part to operate at will. To 


have any chance of success, 
Turkey needs to effect recon- 
ciliation between the Iraqi 
Kurd rivals, an uphill task at 
present 

The KDP announced a 
two-week unilateral ceasefire 
on April 8, but at talks in 
Tehran with Iranian officials 
also trying to mediate be- 
tween the Iraqi Kurds, it 
demanded that PUK evacu- 
ate Erbil, the biggest north- 
ern town, before any direct 
contacts were made. The lack 
of trust between Turkey and. 
the two rivals is uneven. Hie 
authorities here feel closer to 
the Barzani group, suspecting 
the Talabanis of being sym- 
pathetic to the PKK cause. 

After a first mass armed 
incursion against the PKK in 
north Iraq in October 1992, 
Turkey reached agreement 
with tee Barzani movement 
on policing of the border. It 
was a logical choice of part- 
nership, as Mr. Barzani's 
Peshmergas held tee Iraqi- 
Tur Irish frontier zone while 
PUK units were down to- 
wards the south-east near tee 
Iranian border. 

But the policing arrange- 


ment failed to work for a 
variety of reasons, including 
KDP-PUK clashes. 

The Talabanis want Tur- 
key to treat teem on an equal 
footing with tee Barzanis. 
They have their eye in par- 
ticular on a share of the 
lucrative border trade autho- 
rised by Ankara and toler- 
ated by the international 
community despite the U.N. 
embargo against Baghdad. 

The trading, in tmdes using 
the single border post at 
Ha bur, consists of bartering 
Turkish foodstuffs for Iraqi 
feel oil. Mr. Barzani’s move- 
ment controls Habur, and 
raises taxes on the trading 
worth some $100,000 a day. 

Beyond those tactical cal- 
culations in the manoeuvring 
for local power, tee nab of 
tee problem for the Turks is 
how to persuade one lot of 
Kurds it is in their own in- 
terest to make an alliance 
with Ankara against other 
Kurds. 

Contacts with Barzani stal- 
warts in tee Zakbo region 
bode ill for a successful out- 
come. Politburo member 
Fadil Mirani voiced doubts 


about the workability of tee 
Turkish plan and wished Tur- 
key and tee rebels “would 
settle their scores in Turkey, 
not in the north of Iraq” to 
force tee Iraqi Kurds to help 
out, Turkey has two not in- 
considerable means of press- 
ure amiable. 

Firstly, it can threaten to 
close down Habur, which 
would dry up KDP revenues- 

Secondly, as a Turkish di- 
plomat hinted, it could make 
tee much tougher move to 
stop offering “protection” to 
Iraqi Kurds through Opera- 
tion Provide Comfort, where- 
by U.N. surveillance of 
northern Iraq relies on Tur- 
kish rearbase facilities. Tbc 
mandate is renewable every 
six months, and tee next vote 
by tee Turkish parliament is 
due in June. 

But that threat would be 
difficult to carry out because 
of certain opposition from ; 
the United States, which' 
wants current anti-Saddam 
policy to stay in place, as 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott reminded the 
government on a visit last 
week. 
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2*^0 .... Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

2fcOO Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

2*81 Athens (RJ) 

20^5 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

23^0 Rome. Larnaca (RJ) 




51*25 Jeddah (RJ) 

2* 0 ...... . Dubai. Muscat I RJ) 

23:10 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 
Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Rights (T ermlnal 2) 


1*80 Doha (Q7) 

1*40 Shrjah (AH) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

■**2 Beirut (ME) 

I4a0 Damasue.Doha(07) 

!J3 


Apple 7WS0Q 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 140/70 

Carrot 180/100 

Cauliflower 160/ 120 

Cucumbers (large) 80/50 

Cucumbers (small) 170/90 

Eggplant 250/ 150 

Garlic 400G70 

Grape Leaves 900/800 

Green beans 240 / 140 

Lemon 650 / 500 

Marrow (large ) 80/60 

Marrow (saufl) 220/100 

MulukMa 300 / 250 

Onion (dry) 170/ 100 

Orange 540/400 

Peas 450/350 

Pepper (hot) 450/300 

Pepper (sweet) 400/250 

Potato 280/ 200 

String Beans 260/180 

Tomato 140/80 
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0er Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday 
opens the first Pan- Arab Congress of 


Obstetrics and Gynaecology (Photo by 
Crystal) 


Queen opens first pan- Arab congress 
of obstetrics and gynaecology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday opened the first 
Pan-Arab Congress of Ob- 
stetrics and Gynaecology 
or ganis ed by the Jordanian 
Society of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists, (JSOG), a 
Royal Court statement said. 

Queen Noor, who is the 
. Honorary President of the 
JSOG, also opened a medical 
exhibition on the sidelines of 
’ the conference, the statement 
said. 

The Queen was welcomed 
by Ahmad Abdul Wahed, the 
secretary-general of the con- 
gress, who praised her con- 
tributions in raising the 
health and social standards of 
Jordanian women, and ex- 
pressed the JSOG’s eager- 
ness to cooperate with the 
Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion's Institute of Child 


Health and Development. 

Queen Noor toured the 
medical exhibition, which fe- 
atured obstetrical and 
gynaecological surgery equip- 
ment and medicines manu- 
factured in Jordan by nation- 
al and international com- 
panies, and commended the 
high standard and diversity of 
Jordanian-manufactured pro- 
ducts. 

The Queen concluded her 
visit by personally thanking 
the speakers and the mem- 
bers of the executive commit- 
tee of the congress, the state- 
ment said. 

The first Pan-Arab Con- 
gress of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, which is also 
the' third national congress, 
comprises 500 participants 
from Jordan, Palestine. Iraq, 
Lebanon, Syria, Bahrain, 


Saudi Arabia, Egypt. Tunis, 
.the United States, England, 
Belgium, Germany and Rus- 
sia . 

The congress agenda in- 
cludes 42 lectures and papers 
on infertility, gynaecology, 
obstetrics and cancer, which 
are followed by discussion 
sessions; it also offers one 
workshop on hypertension in 
'pregnancy, said the state- 
ment. 

Queen Noor, accompanied 
by Mrs. A ref Batayneh, was 
received by Minister of 
Health Aref Batayneh, 
Mohammad Al Zu'bi, the 
chairman of the congress, 
and Bassem Dajani, the pres- 
ident of the Jordan Medical 
Association. 

The 3-day conference is 
being held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre 1 (RCC). 


Princess Basma stresses importance 
of effort towards women’s health 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma returned from Perth, Au- 
stralia, where she attended, 
the third 7 meeting of the - 
Global”,' Coni mission oii 
'Women’s Health^, a Queen' 
Alia Fund for Social De- 
velopment statement 
Wednesday said. 

At the meeting. Princess 
Basma, who joined the com- 
mission earlier this year, 
stressed the importance of 
cooperation on women's 
health issues on the regional 
and global levels, the state- 
ment said. 

The commission was estab- 
lished by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations and 
comprises eminent personali- 


ties, including political, scien- 
tific and professional leaders 
throughout the world. 


est attainable 1 standard of 
physical and mental health, 
according to the commission. 


as compared to men. This is a- . 
. result of the disadvantaged 
legal, economic and social 
status of women, whose spe- 
cific needs and characteristics 
are inadequately addressed in 
health policy, delivery and 
research, the commission be- 
lieves. 

The Global Commission 
on Women’s Health has 
several goals related to its 
aim of fully achieving the 
realisation of women's health 
based upon the inalienable 
right of everyone to the higb- 
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Circassian youth perform a traditional and Works Agency Peace Implementation 
‘Zafagwa’ dance as part of the ceremonies Programme and has been partly funded 
to inaugurate the Women's Programme by a $25,738 grant from the U.S. (Photo 
Centre in Sukhneh near Zarqa. The by Nidal Znbeir) 
centre is part of the United Nations Relief 
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Jordan, Lebanon sign ‘milestone’ 
travel, transportation agreement;; 


AMMAN (Petra) — Trans- 
port Minister Samir Kawar 
and Lebanon's Ambassador 
to Jordan William Habib 
Wednesday signed an agree- 
ment to organise travel and 
transportation between their 
two countries and described 
the deal as a major milestone 
in cementing bilateral ties. 

The agreement, which is 
designed to facilitate and 
stimulate the transportation 
of goods and travellers across 
the borders of the two coun- 
tries! is expected also to open 
the door for other mutual 
agreements on cooperation in 
trade, economic and indust- 
rial fields, said Mr. Kawar at 
the signing ceremony. 

Replying, the Lebanese 
ambassador echoed the hope 
that Lebanon and Jordan 
would take further steps to- 
wards concluding other 
agreements, noting that the 
deal was aimed at safeguard- 
ing the interests of the two 


nations and boosting their 
cooperation in all fields. 

In a statement after the 
ceremony Mr. Kawar said 
that the accord, provides for 
facilitating the passage of 
goods and travel from either 
country into the other, and 
organising tourist and school 
children's visits to the two 
countries. 

Lebanese and Jordanian 
importers and exporters will 
benefit from the agreement 
which allows Lebanese and 
Jordnian empty trucks to en-’ 
ter either country for loading 
goods, said the minister. 

Under the agreement, 
transporters of Jordanian and 
Lebanese goods will be ex- 
empted from paying a $150 
fee a month for loading goods* 
from either location and 
another S150 for crossing the 
border. 

The reciprocal move, said 
the minister, was bound to 
stimulate the economic and 




Minister of Transportation Samir Kawar 
and Lebanese Ambassador to Jordan 
William Habib Wednesday sign an agree- 


ment on travel and transportation (Petra ; 
photo) ‘ « 


trade relations between the 
two sides and relieve traders 
from. extra expenses. 


He noted however, that 
the agreement does not ex- 
empt the transporters from 


paying the transit fees as pro«; 
vided for in the pan-Arab' 
transit agreement. 


New tourist transport company ends JETT monopoly 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The licensing 
this week of a new tourist 
transport compan y bro ught 
to an actual end JETT Bus 
Company’s more than 20- 
year monopoly on tourist 
transportation. 

The Jordan Investment 
and Tourism Transport Com- 
pany is the first transport 
company licensed by the 
Ministry of Tourism to oper- 
ate in the Kingdom since the 
official end of JETT's 
monopoly in Jun e 1994. Since 
that time, JETT had enjoyed 
a de facto monopoly while 
regulations for transport 
companies were being 
approved by the Cabinet. . 

Vice Chairman of the 
Board Michael Nazzal, said 
that the company could wait 


up until five months for the 
delivery of new buses. In the 
meantime, he said, the com- 
pany is searching for buses 
available worldwide to pro- 
vide transportation, which is 
desperately lacking during 
th is tou rist season. 

JETT, with its fleet of 150, 
has rented 65 additional 
buses already this year from 
private companies to meet 
demand for transport, which 
is expected to increase as the 
heaviest traffic of the tourist 
season is yet to come. 

“We are trying to find 
buses in free trade zones,” 
/Mr. Nazzal said. “If it is cost 
effective, we may bring 
them.” He said that the com- 
pany may have found 10-15 
buses from Mercedes, and 
that if the “price was right,” 
the buses could be in Jordan 
within 10 days. 


“We are nying to operate 
as soon as possible.” he 
added. 

The company’s immediate 
plans are to purchase 50 
large- and 30 medium-sized 
buses with the intention to 
increase the volume of the 
fleet as demand necessitates. 

According to Mr. Nazzal. 
the company has already 
closed tenders and is review- 
ing offers from 13 companies. 

Under transport regula- 
tions established last month, 
ail new companies are re- 
quired to have a minimum of 
50 buses and a JD 10 million 
capital. 

New regulations also stipu- 
late that the Ministry of 
Tourism will regulate the ren- 
tal price of buses, which now 
stands at approximately $300 
per day. While some agents 
have been critical of this reg- 


ulation, Mr. Nazzal contends 
that $300 is a fair price. 

“We have a comparable 
price to the rest of the re- 
gion,” he said. “And the 
minister is open enough to 
debate this if we decide that 
we want to change the price.” 

“We are not really here to 
compete,” he said, “but 
rather complement the cur- 
rent demand on the market 
— no one should expect a 
reduction in prices, just more 
services.” 

In a statement to Al Aswaq 
Arabic daily, the company’s 
president, Raja’i Muasher, 
said that the total investment 
will. reach JD 12 million in- 
cluding the capital and JD 2 
million in bank loans. The 
company expects to regain its 
capital in four and a half 
years with an annual average 
return on investment of 


18.15% for the next five, 
years, he said. 

Mr. Nazzal said that th^* 4 
company has leased land on 
University Road for its headr ( , 
quarters and is looking for <? ' 
plot for the buses. He esti - 
mates that the company wilL.v 
employ between 130-140 peo- ' 
pie. -l 

Members of the nine-;., 
member board of directors,/ 
were elected Monday night/, 
They are as follows: Senior': 
representatives of Raja'i 
Muasher & Brothers (Raja'i - 
Muasher president), Nazzal;.'. 
and Brothers (Michael Naz- 
zal, vice-president); Grand - 
Palace Hotels; the Housing.' 
Bank; the Social Security ' , 
Corporation; the National ' \ 
Shipping Lines Company; * 
Regency Hotels (Sami 
Sawalha); Rami Bargouthi , 
and Munther Kaisi. r \ 


Lloyd’s Register workshop highlights ways to 


health; chapter of the. World 
Conference on Women to be 
held in Beijing in September 
and which emerged from the 
Preparatory Committee 
meeting in New York last 
November. 

The meeting resulted in a 
declaration on the points 
which the commission felt' 
should be stressed in Beijing 
as well as a coordination plan 
of action that is to set the 
tasks of the commission and 
the individual members dur- 
ing the Beijing conference. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan could 
take advantage of the' ser- 
vices offered by a reputed 
international organisation to 
ensure that the Kingdom's 
industries use the right tech- 
nology and equipment and 
improve the quality of its 
products to international 
standards and specifications, 
a one-day workshop heard on 
Wednesday. 

The workshop, organised 
by the Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping in coordination with 
the Ministry of Planning, 
came amid a strong debate 
among Jordanian industries 
on how to improve their pro- 
duction methods as well as 


upon successful inspection of 
the goods, simply refused to 
pay. 

This would not have hap- 
pened had there been a 
mechanism under which an 
international organisation 
acceptable to both the seller 
and buyer carried out the 
inspection and made sure 
that the goods were not ship- 
ped without meeting the re- 
quired specifications. 

That is where Lloyd's Reg- 
ister comes into play, said its 
representatives at the work- 
shop. They noted that the 
organisation had offices/ 
representatives in almost ev- 
ery country who could be 
called upon to cany out in- 
spections oii exports and 
issue certificates to the satis- 


quaiity standards and in- e faction of both parties. 


crease exports. 

The gathering, attended by 
about 50 participants repre- 
senting the government as 
well as the private sector, was 
the first of its kind to be held 
in Jordan. 

As participants put it, 
oversights that lead to slack 
in quality control and buyer’s 
specifications could be devas- 
tating for small companies. 

They cited the instance of a 
Jordanian company which 
sent a consignment of 
finished goods to Ukraine but 
could not get paid simply 
because the goods did not 
' conform to the buyer’s speci- 
fications. 

The buyer, who was pro- 
tected by a clause that said 
payment was contingent 


Another problem is to do 
with -the environment. In 
many cases, potential West- 
ern donors and financiers 
balk at extending funds to 
projects which might harm 
the environment, noted Taw- 
fiq Kawar, who chaired the 
working sessions of the semi- 
nar. 

“We in Jordan do not have 
a law on the environment,” 
noted Mr. Kawar, a promin- 
ent businessman ana presi- 
dent of the Jordan Shipping 
Agents' Association. 

“What we urgently need is 
the enactment of a law on the 
environment that will be con- 
forming with international 
and United Nations specifica- 
tions that would eventually 
be applicable to every indus- 


try in the country.” 

The importance of efforts 
to improve production and 
quality was strongly under- 
lined by Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf in an opening 
address delivered on her be- 
half by Minister of Planning 
Secretary-General Nabil 
Amman. 

■ “The timing (of the work- 
shop) is particularly relevant 
for Jordan, considering the 
planning initiatives now 
being adopted, the increase 
in industrial activity in gener- 
al and construction projects 
in particular that this would 
incur,” the minister said. 

“The acceptability of 
Jordanian products and com- 
modities is also of growing 
significance, and we shall be 
hearing how Lloyd's Register 
can support us on this,” said 
the minister. 

■ During the discussions that 
followed, Lloyd's Register 
representatives presented the 
importance of maintaining 
high and efficient production 
standards and quality as well 
as means to realise the best 
returns from investments. 

Leading the Lloyd's Regis- 
ter team to the presentation 
was A.J; Sanders, director of 
the Industrial Division and 
Advisory Serivces of the 
London-based organisation, 
who summarised the con- 
cepts, standards and termi- 
nology used in management 
of industrial plants, equip- 
ment and projects “from in- 
ception through to comple- 




•js 
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A Lloyds Register Industrial Division quality inspec- . jr 
tion and advisory services site for wind energy /.< 
projects 


tion.” 

“Lloyd’s Register has more 
than 2,000 qualified en- 
gineers spread all over the 
world,” said Mr. Sanders, 
noting that they could carry 
out inspection of production 
equipment to ensure that the 
buyer “would get the best 
return for his investment.” 

“The long-term experience 
of Lloyd’s Register as a third 
party inspectorate of plant 
and equipment for and on 
behalf of governments worl- 
dwide has been recently ap- 
plied to the privatisation of 
state-run statutory inspecto- 
rates with resulting gains in 


efficiency' and effectiveness,” r r. £ 
said a general summary of % 
Lloyd’s Register activities. 

Lloyd's Register describes 
itself as a non-profit, inde- ; 
pendent organisation with no 
.affiliation to any government . , r 
or non-governmental institu- ’’ 
tion. 

It was founded in 1760 and ■ - r 
constituted as the world’s.;' 
leading sbippping classifies- \ 
tion society: today, the orga- 
nisation offers all kinds of ' * 
marine, offshore and indust- 
rial survey and advisory ser- 
vices, “improving quality, en- 
hance safety and protecting . 
the environment," it says. 
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The following listings are compiled from . 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Reader. s are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 


EARTH WEEK 

& Earth Week activities (consisting oT an 
exhibition of catalogues by major 
environment-oriented companies, student 
and school presentations, business semi- 
nars for professionals, electronic dialogues 
between experts in the U.S. and their 
Jordanian counterparts, public awareness* 
demonstrations and morel at the Amer*. 
ican Center. 

FILMS 

"w Film entitled “Madonna With Chancellor 
Rolin” at Darat Al funun (with commen- 
tary in Arabic by Dr. Khalid Khreis) on 
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Film entitled “El Tiempo de Neville" at 
Insthuto Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Centre) on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

JEWELLERY DISPLAY 

☆ An exhibition of jewellery inspired by the 
nature of Dhana (designed by Ammar 
Khammash in cooperation with the Royal 
Society for Conservation of Nature) at 
Darat Al Funun). 

EXHIBITION 

Exhibition of paintings by Mahmoud 
Sadeq at Alia Art Gallery. 

A Photography exhibition entitled “Fuentes 
de la Memoria” at Instituto Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre). 

ft Exhibition of water colour and oil paintings 
by Jordanian artist Sa'id Haddadin at 
Orfali Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Samer Osama at 


the French Cultural Centre. 

•tr Exhibition of paintings by 13 leading Jorda- 
nian artists at the Italian La n guage Centre 
(Td. 699348). 

* Exhibition of paintings by Mohammad 
Mahrul Din Adhim at Balqa Aft Gallery, 
Fuheis. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Ahmad Na’wash at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

☆ A collection of photos of Middle East doors 
by Julia Reinholt at (be Gallery, off the 
main lobby, InterContinental Hotel. • 

☆ Exhibition of art by Moroccan artist Farid 
Bdkhahia at Darat Al Funun of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

«r Exhibiton of copper sculptures by Iraqi 
artist Mohammad Hussein jtidi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

i tr Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lah- 
ham al Darat Al Funun. Also displaying 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 


Taster SpeciaC 

Ad (Basinets , . . educed 30 % 



LIWJUM 

/ TBS JORDAN msta* AN»T*AgW CENT** 

■ Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 

Off da Wadi Sdqra Road 
Bciwten S^eway & Eng Abdtdiah Gardens 
Op» Sal. - Thnrs., P;09 m.m . . 7:00 
ToU 000141 / 697142 
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More than 260 ill after odour 


detected at Japan rail station 


YOKOHAMA, Japan (AFP) 
— More than 260 people fell 
ill Wednesday from fumes 
detected at a railway station 
m the Tokyo commuter belt, 
triggering fears of a new 
nerve gas attack on the 


Japanese transport system. 


Japanese police said they 
were investigating the inci- 
dent at Yokohama. 30 

kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo, as a case of “assault 
and battery." 

“It was not a natural phe- 
nomenon bnt involved a fore- 
ign object," a spokesman for 
Yokohama's prefectural 
police told AFP. “We are 
investigating it as a case of 
assault and battery." 

Police are still trying to 
determine the source of the 
’deadly nerve gas sarin that 
killed 12 people and injured 
5,500 in a random attack on 
the Tokyo subway only a 
month earlier. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Hiromu Nonaka said checks 
on the casualties from Yoko- 
hama showed no traces of the 
highly toxic gas. 

A police spokesman said' at. 
least 261 people reported 
feeling ill, and 19 were hospi- 
talised. 

The Japan Broadcasting 
Corp., NHK, said 304 people 
had been treated at hospitals. 


with some saying that they 
smelled a pungent odour 
similar to sulphur or paint 
thinner. 

“When everybody around 
me was coughing, the word 
sarin popped up and fear 
came to me immediately," 
Kyoko Amano, 52, told 
AFP. She was treated for a 
minor headache after inhal- 
ing' fumes in the train sta- 
tion's underground corridor. 

Ms. Amano said her hus- 
band, Kiyosuke, 51, was hos- 
pitalised with high blood 
pressure and a headache after 
the pair rushed to a police 
box at the train station after 
inhaling the fumes. She said 
scores of other victims were 
already there, complaining of 
similar symptoms. 

The vast majority of the 
casualties were not seriously 
hurt and all were conscious, 
officials said. They mainly 
complained of throat pains, 
nausea, irritated eyes and 
coughs. 

A doctor at a hosptial in 
Yokohama. Shigehiko Hat- 
tori. ruled out sarin poisoning 
and said "they may have 
possibly inhaled chlorine- 
based or other chemicals." 

The fumes were detected 
in the main underground con- 
course of Yokohama’s cen- 
tral train station, and on a 


train that stopped there, local 
reports said. 

Police suspect the dooms- 
day cult A urn Supreme Truth 
in the Tokyo subway attack, 
but cult leaders denied 
Wednesday any involvement 
in that gasing or the Yokoha- 
ma incident. 

“I wish they would catch 
the real perpetrators soon." 
said Aum attorneys Yoshino- 
bu Aoyama. 

Witnesses told police that 
they saw suspicious looking 
men, one carrying a brown 
bag, at stations in Yokohama 
about the time the smell 
broke out in the train, reports 
said. 

Ryoko Akimoto, I9,a who 
works at a store at the train 
station, said she saw a large 
crowd of painc- stricken com- 
muters stampede immediate- 
ly after the smell was de- 
tected at about 1:00 p.m. 
(0400 GMT). 

“I’ve neveT seen anything 
like it, they were all running 
so fast," she said. 

Police beefed up patrols in 
the Tokyo subway late 
Wednesday. 

Kei Inukai, 22, a business- 
man who passed through one 
of the corridors where the 
smell originated said. “It's 
just scary.” 

“I thought such incidents 


were far from us. It appears 
that there is no safe place left 
in Japan.” 

Scores of passengers also 
reported ill at two neighbour- 
ing stations on the Tokyo- 
Yokohama liine after arriving 
by train from Yokohama. 
Three female passengers 
were treated for throat pains 
and other ailments after they 
arrived at two Tokyo train 
stations from Yokohama, 
police said. 


Dozens of fire engines, 
police cars and ambulances 
were rushed to Yokohama 
station and rescue workers 
clad in chemical protection 
suits with air tanks walked 
among commuters on the 
train station platform. 


Police also cordoned off a 
station underpass where the 
smell originated, and hun- 
dreds of soldiers and police 
officers scoured the area for 
evidence. 

The station and the under- 
pass were later reopened in 
time for the evening rush 
hour. 

Sarin, devised by the Nazis 
in the 1930s, is so lethal that a 
Small droplet is enough to kill 
an adult. It is also odourless, 
although survivors of the 
March 20 atrocity reported a 
vile, pungent smell. * 


Lugar enters U.S. presidential race 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana 
(R) — Indiana Senator 
Richard Lugar Wednesday 
becomes the eighth Republi- 
can to enter the 1996 pres- 
idential race, running on a 
programme of competence in 
foreign affairs and radical tax 
reform. 

Sen. Lugar, 63, is highly 
respected in Washington, 
especially for his expertise on 
foreign policy. But he is little 
known outside his home 
state, and his restrained, in- 
tellectual style — some might 
call it boring — may not wear 
well on the campaign trail. 


Phil Gramm, former Tennes- 
see Governor Lamar Alexan- 
der. Pennsylvania Senator 
Arlen Specter, California 
representastive Robert Dor- 
nana and conservative com- 
mentators Alan Keyes and 
Pat Buchanan. 


The Republican nominee 
will almost certainly face 
President Bill Clinton, who 
looks unlikely to face a se- 
rious challenge for the 
Democratic nomination. 


Sen. Lugar is staking his 
el v i 


“Lugar is a cool person at a 
time when people are looking 
for someone hot," said David 
Caputo, a professor of poli- 
tical science at Purdue Uni- 
versity in Indiana. 


claim largely on foreign poli- 
cy, a subject which rarely 
looms very large in presiden- 
tial campaigns and is likelyto 
fall even more into the sha- 
dows with the end of the cold 


war. 


With Sen. Lu gar’s entry 
into the race; the Republican 
field for 1996 is almost com- 
plete. It will become so when 
California Governor Pete 
Wilson declares his candidacy 
some time next month. 

Those already in the race 
are: Senate majority leader 
Bob Dole, Texas Senator 


"Americans want a leader 
they can trust," Sen. Lugar 
said when he announced his 
intention of running. 
"Perhaps charisma substi- 
tutes for experience, but I 
don’t think so." 

“All of my life's experi- 
ences have prepared me for { 
this challenge," Sen. Lugar 
said, citing his record as 
Rhodes scholar, business- 


man. mayor of Indianapolis 
and senator for 18 years. 

He has recently tried to 
broaden his appeal by prop- 
osing to scrap the federal 
income tax and replace it 
with a 17 per cent sales tax. 
The suggestion has met with 
a mixed response, even from 
Republican faithful. 

Sen. Lugar says his experi- 
ence as chairman of the Fore- 
ign Relations Committee for 
six years and now as chair- 
man of Agriculture Commit- 
tee and eight years as mayor 
of Indianapolis gives him the 
background a president 
needs. 

Polls show Sen. Lugar has 
a large mountain to climb. 
Sen. Dole leads the race by a 
wide margin while one-recent 
poll of Republican voters 
showed only five per cent 
wanted Sen. Lugar as their 
nominee. 

Meanwhile former Penn- 
sylvania Governor Robert 
Casey announced Tuesday he 
has decided not to challenge 
President Clinton in the 1996 
campaign for the Democratic 
Party’s presidential nomina- 
tion. 


Clinton declares he is relevant 


WASHINGTON <R) — 
President Bill Clinton's voice 
may not be as loud as it once 
was, given Republican con- 
trol of Congress, but he is 
insisting he is relevant and 
determined to prove it. 

Mr- Clinton himself raised 
the issue of his own relevance 
during a Tuesday night news 
conference that he wanted to 
use to score some political 
points while Congress is on 
Easter recess. The news con- 
ference was carried live by 
CBS and CNN but ignored by 
the two other major net- 
works, ABC and NBC. 

Asked if he was worried 
about making sure his voice 
was heard, Mr. Clinton 
volunteered: “The president 
is relevant here, especially an 
activist president, and the 
fact that I am willing to work 
with the Republicans. The 
question is are they willing to 
work with me?" 

The question of Mr. Clin- 
ton's relevancy engulfs 
Washington, with political 
experts saying he must take 
bold action to reassert him- 
self heading into his 1996 
re-election battle. But Mr. 
Clinton's point was that “the 
constitution gives me re- 
levancy." 

To prove it, Mr. Clinton 
challenged Congress to sub- 
mit a welfare reform bill by 
July 4 that he can sign. The 
Democratic president said he 
did not want a “pile of 
vetoes" of Republican leg- 
islation, but has deep prob- 
lems with the House- 
approved $189 billion tax cut. 

But he continued to resist 
one popular Republican idea 

— replacing the graduated 
income tax system with a flat 
tax that charges the wealthy 
and the middle-class at the 
same percentage. 

Apd Mr. Clinton vowed to 
fight for his embattled 
nominee for surgeon general 

— the top U.S. health official 

— Henry Foster, despite a 
threat by Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole, a Republi- 
can presidential candidate, 
not to bring the nomination 
up for Senate confirmation. 

Mr. Foster's nomination is 
in trouble over his conflicting 
accounts of how many abor- 1 



U.S. President B0I Clinton speaks during a press conference 
at the White House (AFP photo) 


tions he performed. 

“Yes. I’m going to the mat 
for the nomination." Mr. 
Clinton said. “He is qual- 
ified. He should be con- 
firmed. He should not be 
caught up in any kind of 
politics." 

Mr. Clinton also faces a 
number of pressing interna- 
tional concerns, from Rus- 
sia's plans to sell two nuclear 
reactors to Iran, to faltering 
U.S. talks with Japan over 
car industries. 

The president said he 
hoped to persuade Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin to 
give up the planned sale to 
the reactors at their summit 
next month, and to reassure 
Moscow that NATO's plans 
to expand should not be seen 
as a threar. 

On Japan. Mr. Clinton said 
Washington and Tokyo 
"should not be at risk of a 


trade war" but gave full sup- 
port to U.S. Trade Repre- 


sentative Mickey Kantor’s 


aggressive efforts in negotia- 
tions on cars and car parts. 

He also said he did not 
mean; to hurt anyone's feel- 
ings in Japan by saying re- 
cently that the United States 
owed no apology to the 
Japanese for the U.S. nuclear 
attack in World War II. 

“No one can fail to sensi- 
tive to the loss. Do I wish 
none of it had happened? Of 
course I do. But that does not 
mean that President Truman, 
in the moment of decision, 
made the wrong derision or 
that the United States can 
now apologise for a decision 
that we did not believe (hen. 
and I do not believe now. was 
the wrong one." he said. 

President Clinton said the 
West could not give Russia a 
Veto over NATO expansion. 

“We cannot and we should 
not give any nation a veto 
over the expansion of NATO 
when it is otherwise appropri- 
ate to do so,” he told the 
news conference. 


Spanish 

opposition 

chief 


escapes 
car bomb 
attack 


MADRID (R) — Basque 
separatists tried to kill Span- 
ish opposition leader Jose 
Maria Aznar Wednesday but 
the Popular Party (PP) chief 
escaped with minor cuts and 
bruises from a car bomb 
which injured eight in Mad- 
rid. - • • 


Police said the guerrillas 
packed a small black Fiat 
with some 25 kilos of explo- 
sives which were detonated 
near Mr. Aznar's car in the 
residential Arturo Soria dis- 
trict of northeast Madrid just 
after 8 a.m. (0600 GMT). 


They said Mr. Aznar's 
vehicle was virtually des- 
troyed by the explosion and 
the politician was almost cer- 
tainly saved from serious in- 
jury or even death by the 
vehicle's armour plating. 

One of the injured, an 
elderly woman crushed under 
a wall brought down by the 
blast, was in critical condi- 
tion. 


About an hour later police 
and firemen rushed to the 
scene of a second explosion 
near a major railway station 
in northern Madrid. They 
said the car bombers had 
apparently blown up their 
own getaway car and no in- 
juries were reported. 


Justice and Interior Minis- 
ter Juan Alberto Belloch 
quickly put the blame for the 
attack on ETA (Basque 
Homeland and Freedom), 
who have killed some 800 
people in a 26-year fight for 
an independent Basque state. 



Pastor Tuihani Martial (right) presides over 
funeral services Tor Cheyenne Brando, the 
daughter of U.S. actor Marlon Brando, in 
Papeete, Tahiti. Brando, 25, hanged herself at 


her mether’s home in Tahiti. She was buried in 
the family crypt of her boyfriend Dag Drollet, 
who was kitted in 1990 by her half-brother 
Christian Brando (AFP photo) 


Brando misses daughter’s funeral in Tahiti 


PAPEETE. French 
Polynesia (R) — Actor Mar- 
ion Brando's Daughter 
Cheyenne, who hanged her- 
self Sunday, was buried Tues- 
day alongside her murdered 
boyfriend on the South Paci- 
fic island of Tahiti. 

There was no sign of her 
father as Cheyenne was laid 
to rest in the Uranie Cemet- 
ery on the French Polynesian 
island in a flower-covered 
coffin alongside Dag Drollet, 
shot by her half-brother 
Christian nearly five years 
ago. 

She was found hanged in 
her bedroom in Punaauia on 
the west of the island Sunday. 

Relatives said she had been 
depressed since the murder 
of Drollet. for which Christ- 
ian is serving a jail sentence. 

She had made three pre- 
vious attempts to kill herself 
and had been treated for 
depression in France and the 
United States as well as Tahi- 
ti. 

She was said to be particu- 
larly upset by a Papeete 
judge's decision to leave her 
young son Tuki in the care of 
Cheyenne’s mother Tarita, a 
Tahitian actress who was 
Brando's third wife. 

Tarita was among more 
than 200 mourners. Cheyen- 
ne's half-brother Miko also 
attended the funeral. 

The ceremony was led by a 
Protestant priest at a church 
in Faaa. west of Tahiti’s main 


town, Papeete. 

Brando's agent Ed Limato 
said in Los Angeles the actor 
would not comment on his 
daughter's death. 

Brando. 71. has zealously 
guarded his privacy for de- 
cades. 

Christian Brando was sent- 
enced to 10 years' imprison- 
ment in 1991 for the murder 
of Drollet. The California 
Department of Correction 
said he could be released as 
early as January 19%. 

The proposal for Cheyenne 
to be buried next to her 
murdered boyfriend was 
made by Drollet ’s father 
Jacques-Denis in an agree- 
ment with Cheyenne's Tahi- 
tian family. 


During Christian's trial, 
the court was told that before 
Drollet was killed. Cheyen- 
ne. then four months pre- 
gnant. had complained of 
having been beaten by her 
lover. 

Charges against Cheyenne 
for complicity in the murder 
were dropped in 1993 after 
legal wrangling. 


Her lawyer Jacques 
Verges, a colourful French 
advocate who has also repre- 
sented Carlos “the Jackal’’ 
and Gestapo chief Klaus Bar- 
bie, argued that because of 
her depression, the proceed- 
ings were a threat to her life. . 

During his son's trial. 
Brando broke a long public 


silence, telling reporters and 
photographers he had be- 
come a' reel use to preserve his 
sanity. 

“This (Hollywood) is a 
false world, and it's been a 
struggle to try to preserve 
your sanity in a world that 
has been taken away from 
you," he said at the time. 

More recently, he returned 
to the screen with a role in 
the comedy The Freshman as 
well as an acclaimed perform- 
ance as a psychiatrist in the 
romantic comedy Don Juan 
De Marco. 

Last year, he published his 
autobiography and appeared 
in a long and rambling live 
interview with Larry King on 
CNN television. 

One of the United States' 
great actors, Brando's per- 
formances in A Streetcar 
Named Desire (1951). The 
Wild One (1953) and. On The 
Waterfront (1954) were 
acclaimed as classics. 

Brando won Academy 
Awards for his roles in On 
The Waterfront and The 
Godfather (1972). Bur much 
of his later career was an 
anti-climax and his family life 
was full of turmoil. 

Critics both hailed and 
panned his performances in 
later movies, such as Last 
Tango In Paris (1972) and 
Apocalypse Now ( 1979). mir- 
raring the entertainment, inr 
dustry's ambivalent attitude 
towards him: 


U.S. seeks extradition of 25 Pakistanis 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
The United Stastes is seeking 
the extradition of 25 Pakista- 
nis, many alleged drug 
barons, in an effort to crack 
down on international terror- 
ism and narcotics smuggling, 
a U.S. official said Wednes- 
day. 

While most of the suspects 
are believed to be drug king- 
pings, the list also includes 
suspects such as Aimal Kansi, 
charged with killing two CIA 
employees in the 1993 out- 
side the agency's headquar- 
ters in Virginia. 

Five drug suspects are cur- 
rently in Pakistani jails and 
have appealed to the coun- 
try’s Supreme Court to pre- 
vent their extradition to the 
United States, said John Par- 
ker, counsellor for narcotics 
affairs at the U.S. embassy in 
Islamabd. 

The Pakistani court is ex- 
pected to hand down its rul- 
ing this month, and if it does 
not block the extraditions the 
men could soon be facing 
charges in U.S. courts. 

The Americans have been 


pressuring Pakistan to crack 
down on Islamic militants 
and drug smugglers for the 
past several years, and the 
campaign now appears to 
gaining momentum. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, who returned Sun- 
day from an official visit to 
the United States, has been 
cooperating with the Amer- 
icans as part of her effort to 
rebuild strained relations. 

Her government this year 
has extradited three men 
much sought after by the 
Americans. 

Ramzi Yousef, charged 
with masterminding the 1993 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing in New York, was cap- 
tured in Islamabad on Feb. 7 
and immediately flown to 
New York where he's to 
stand trial. 

^ Iqbal Baig and Anwar 
Khattak. already convicted in 
Pakistan of running a huge 
drug cartel, were handed 
over to the Americans on 
April 2 and flown to Brook- 
lyn. New York, to face drug 
charges. 


Pakistan became a haven 
for drug smugglers and Isla- 
mic militants after the out- 
break of the war in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan 16 years 
ago. 

As law and order collapsed 
in Afghanistan, fanners be- 
gan growing opium poppies, 
which were transported to 
western Pakistan, refined 
into heroin, and sent to the 
United States and Europe. 

Also, young Muslim mili- 
tants descended on western 
Pakistan to join Afghan re- 
sistance groups battling the 
Communist Afghan govern- 
ment. 

Pakistani President Farooq 
Ahmad Leghari Wednesday 
called for a universal policy 
to combat international ter- 
rorism, official sources here 
said. 

Mr. Leghari, speaking to 
the visiting Secretary General 
of Interpol, Raymond Ed- 
ward Kendall, said Pakistan 
was “conscious of the magni- 
tude of the problem” and had 
stepped up anti-crime and 
drug measures in the country. 


Top journalism award goes to Virgin Islands daily 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
highest U.S. award for jour- 
nalism, the Pulitzer Prize, 
was awarded Tuesday to the 
Virgin Islands Daily News of 
St. Thomas for public service 
journalism. 

The Virgin Islands daily 
won its prize for exposing the 
connections between a re- 
gional crime wave and cor- 
ruption in the criminal justice 
system. 

Other awards included two 
for the New York daily 
Newsday for investigative re- 
porting and commentary and 
two to the Wall Street Jour- 
nal for national reporting and 
feature writing. 

Two awards went to The 
Washington Post for explana- 
tory journalism and spot 
news photography and two to 
the Associated Press for in- 
ternational reporting and fea- 
ture photography. 

Other awards included best 
spot news coverage for the 
Los Angeles Times, best beat 
reporting for the Boston 
Globe, editorial writing for 
the St. Petersburg (Florida) 
Times, and editorial cartoon- 
ing for the Atlanta Constitu- 
tion. 

The cultural criticism prize 
went to The New York- 
Times. 

Stephanie Saul and Brian 



This photo, provided by Columbia University, 
is part of the Pulitzer Prize winning portfolio 
of the Associated Press staff in Rwanda. The 
photo by Jean-Marc Bouju moved on the wire 
Aug. 20, 1994, and shows Rwandan refugee 

Donovan of Newsday were has since become 
awarded the investigative re- 


chiidren pleading with Zairian soldiers to be 
let across the bridge separating Rwanda and 
Zaire where their mother had crossed mo- 
ments earlier (AFP photo) 


an ABC 


porting Pulitzer for their stor- 
ies on disability pension 
abuses by police. 

“My husband won 


award seven years ago. 

Walt Bog- 


the 

Saul 


said, referring to o 

danich who was with the Wall 
Street Journal at the time 


i. He 


since 
producer. 

“It didn't- help his career 
much but he used it as an 
excuse to stop doing work 
around the house. 1 told him 
just now on the phone that 
my seven years is just about 
to begin," she added. 

The Pulitzer Prize — 


named after newspaper 
mogul Joseph Pulitzer, has 
been awarded each May since 
1917 for achievements in 
journalism, letters and music. 

Each prize carries an 
award of $3,000 with the ex- 
ception of the Public Service 
Award which is marked by a 
gold medal. 


Chinese road 
deaths up 9.7% 


BEIJING (AFP) — China’s 
roads claimed 15.562 lives in 
the first three months of this 
year, up 9.7 per cent from the 
same 1994 period, the 
Xinhua News Agency said. 
The number of accidents w® 
up 4.1 per cent to 6i,227, 
while economic losses result- 
ing from crashes surged 35.1 
per cent to 389 million yuan 
(S46 million) the agency said 
late Tuesday. China’s econo- 
mic growth has been mir- 
rored by a sharp rise in road 
accidents and fatalities amid 
a boom in the number of 


privately owned vehicles. 

More thi 


tan 66.000 people 
died on the roads in the 
whole of 1994, up 4.5 per 
cent from the previous year. 
Xinhua quoted Ministry of 
Public Security officials as 
urging transport departments 
nationwide to improve order 
on the country's roads and 
take strict measures to reduce 
the . number of major acci- 
dents. 


French musician 
wins damages 
over article 


PARIS (AFP) — A judge 
-ordered a weekly scandal . 
magazine Tuesday to pay 
50,000 francs ($10,000) to 
French synthesizer superstar 
Jean-Michei. Jarre for inva- 
sion of privacy — but did not 
entirely spare his blushes in 
the case. Judge Marie- 
Therese Feydeau .said the 
composer of Oxygene and 
Equinoxe and his British wife ' 

Charlotte Rampling had not 
always shown complete dis- 
cretion and should not be 
surprised at their treatment. 

Jarre had been demanding 
the withdrawal of this week's 
edition of the magazine Void 
over an article and photo- 
graphs suggesting he has 
been seeing another woman. 

He had also been demanding - 
one million francs in damages i 

against the magazine “incon- 
testably pried on the private 
life of Jean-Michel Jarre," 
and she therefore ordered the •* *■ 

50,000 francs damages to be ; -4 

paid by the publishers of the ‘ 

magazine. Prisma Presse. But 

she added that the article . . _ _ _ 

should not have surprised 
Jarre. “It does not seem be v *]S r i. 1 1 fCS 
was surprised in an intimate r “ " 
situation, since the photos *' 
were taken in a public place," 
she said, she added that the ^ 

couple “have not always . 
shown the utmost discretion 
when it comes to their rela- 
tions as a couple" and there- 
fore rejected theiT demand 
for a larger payout. 


to* 




China to lift 
foreign film quota 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
has decided to lift its quota 
on foreign film imports, while 
brushing aside concerns that 
overseas blockbusters will 
hurt the ailing domestic 
movie industry. As well as 
lifting the quota — which has 
stood at around 60 films a 
year — the director of the 
China Film Export and Im- 
port Corp. (CHINAFILM), 

Wang Zengfu, said that Chi- 
na would see through its 1994 
pledge to import 10 top- 
grossing foreign films annual- 
ly. The U.S. blockbuster 
True Lies — starring Arnold .. 
Schwarzenegger — is due to , , 
open in cinemas across China .... 
later this month. It would be 
“unwise” to protect domestic ... 
studios by closing their mar- .. 
ket to the outside world, Mr. 

Wang was quoted .as saying 
by the Xinhua News Agency. . . 
Overseas competition will -■ . 
“help develop the Chinese 
film industry." Mr. Wang • _ 
said, adding that the imports 
were needed to satisfy pop* 1- ,- 
lar demand. China's state-run 
film industry, dogged by poor ■- 
quality production, has been ~ 
in free-fall since 1979, with 
box office receipts plunging 
from 29.3 billion yuan ($3.4. - 
billion) to 9.5 billion yuan in • - 
1993. Following the lifting 7 
the quofa^ CHINAFILM w31 - ; . 
continue to act as the sole ; 
importer of foreign films, the ■_ 
number of which will be de- f ' 
termined by CHINAFLIM’S v : 

capacity and “market fliictoa- 

tions," Mr. Wang said. 
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Crews freeze 
ground for cables 
under 
Pisa Tower 


PISA, Italy (AP) — Cre* tf- 
used liquid nitrogen to free* 6 >, , s 
the ground around the Lean* , 
ing Tower of Pisa Tuesday 
while starting to install cables >.y*3 
designed to pull the stnifl*^ 

more upright. Hundreds tf’.- 

visitors watched columns \ 

white vapor from the 

cold material rise from 

around the 54-metre 

foot) tower. Liquid nitrog® 0 

was used to avoid dangero# 5 , 

ground vibrations duribS 

work intended to salvage 

12th century landmark. ' 


rt- 1. 
- .41. 


a i'C 






: 


r» 




'Sr 

i r. 





World News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY, APRIL 20-21, 1995 





^^Juppc accuses Balladur of hate- campaign 


-r • ^r ri fX paigo against fellow- 
Per J***' conservative presidential riv- 
JJ al Jacques Chirac. injecting 
_ - ■ ta,' —w venom five davS before 


.. 


!* Q. 


- • -n, 

1,1 HicJ 




hiti 


crjru* new venom five days before 
iVl -*ni the first round of the elec- 

ri ‘ 0 °He said Mr. Balladur was 

3-V*iK fhjj deliberately distorting Mr. 

Chirac's words on wage de- 
m ands and economic policy. 

Mr. Juppe is tipped as Mr. 
Balladur’s possible successor 
.; ls , k St as premier if, as polls fore- 
^ cast, Mr. Chirac wins the 

"-"•••k cil* ,f V wo«und election on Sun- 

: -'*rr -h la/ day Md ^ 7 * 

:i< £ ‘ lc Pr nt! “It is not nonnal for things 
to have taken this turn, which 
is almost hateful. If Mr. Bal- 
ladur spent one-tenth of the 
energy fighting (Socialist 
candidate) ^ Lionel Jospin that 
be spends attacking Jacques 
Chirac, he would have a bet- 
ter chance of reaching the 
second round," Mr. Juppe 
told France-Inter radio. 

“Mr. Balladur is using 
arguments in bad faith,” he 
said, accusing the prime 
minister of distorting Mr. 
Chirac's expression of sym- 
pathy for some wage claims 
by claiming that the Paris 
* mayor wanted to give every- 
one a pay rise immediately. 

Mr. Juppe also charged 
Mr. Balladur with using tac- 
tics “unworthy of a states- 
man” by accusing Mr. Chirac 
of weakening the French 
franc on currency- markets 
with his criticism of Bank of 
France Governor Jean- 
CJaude Triche't’s call for wage 
restraint. 

The franc slipped against 
the German mark Monday in 
what dealers said was a reac- 
tion to Mr. Chirac’s com- 
ments that Mr. Trichet had 
do right to dictate economic 
policy to the government. 

The last opinion polls pub- 
lished before a blackout took 
effect last Sunday showed 
Mr. Chirac with a comfort- 
able lead on about 26 per 
cent, followed by Mr. Jospin 
on about 20 per cent and Mr. 
Balladur with just over 16 per 
cent 
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French Socialist Party pr esidential ranHiHafa 
Lionel Jospin meets supporters in the central 
city of Lyon with former Socialist Minister 


Marline Aubry (right) before bolding a cam- 
paign meeting. The first round of elections is 
set for April 23 (AFP photo) 
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prominent Balladur suppor- 
ters in the cabinet Tuesday 
suggested they doubted the 
prime minister would reach 
the run-off between the two 
best-placed candidates to suc- 
ceed Socialist President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

• ‘‘Many French people are 
still questioning themselves.” 
he told Radio Classique be- 
fore addressing a rally of 
about 8.000 people in 
Nantes, west France, in 
which he urged supporters to 
keep up their enthusiasm in 
the final days. 

"French voters... believed 
at the last election that things 
were going to change, but 
now they have the feeling 
that they haven't,” he said, 
projecting himself as the 
candidate best able to unite 
the French. 

Philippe Mechet of the 
Louis Harris Polling Institute 
said the weakness of the left 
made the election hard to 
predict. 

"Jospin has a potential far 
higher than his current vote. 
The problem is that he has 
not managed to convince the 
undecided that he can be 
elected,” he told la CTiaine 
Info Television. 

Many leftists, dismayed by 
polls showing Mr. Jospin 


would lose to both Mr. Chir- 
ac and Mr. Balladur in the 
run-off, are tempted to vote 
for new Communist leader 
Robert Huer or veteran 
Trotskyist Arlette Laguiller, 
who sound more militant. 

Urging the left to rally be- 
hind him on the first ballot, 
former Education Minister 
Jospin told about 8.000 sup- 
porters in Lyona in central 
France that France needed 
real changes and he was the 
only one able to provide 
them. Among his pledges are 
to cut the working week to 37 
hours in 1997 from 39 now. 

Mr. Balladur insisted 
Wednesday his economic 
policies for low-inflationary 
growth and a stable franc 
were the best recipe for the 
nation. 

Speaking on French radio. 
Mr. Balladur said his policies 
since taking office two years 
ago had “succeeded" and 
were preferable to those 
offered by Mr. Chirac. 

Mr. Balladur said Mr. 
Chirac's policies meant 
“more expenditure and thus 
more deficits.” 

"Everything he (Chirac) 
says is an accumulation of 
spending, subsidies and 
allocations in all directions, 
which will lead to an aggrava- 
tion of deficits and can only 


lead to disillusionment,” Mr. 
Balladur charged. 

The premier said the 
monetary crisis France ex- 
perienced in the summer of 
1993 resulted from “doubts" 
in the world community over 
Paris pursuing a policy of 
competitive disinflation. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Balladur 
had lashed out at what he 
termed Mr. Chirac's "irres- 
ponsibility” in calling for 
wage hikes to bolster recov- 
ery, saying such a call risked 
“putting the brake on job 
creation.” 

On the issue of a single 
European currency, which 
the Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union foresees by 
1997 or 1999 at the latest. Mr. 
Balladur said he would not 
risk harming growth to reach 
the debt and other converg- 
ence criteria to reach it. 

Answering comments by 
former centre-right President 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing that 
introducing a single currency 
by 1997 was incompatible 
with a programme to curb 
joblessness running at 12 per 
cent, Mr. Balladur said he 
did not “see the necessity to 
install a job recovery" prog- 
ramme as jobs and economic 
activity were in h is view 
already on the up. 


Russians retreat after taking Chechen stronghold 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
troops have been forced to 
retreat from the Chechen vil- 
lage of Bamut, just one day 
after taking the rebel stron- 
ghold, because of heavy 
shelling from the surrounding 
hills, Interfax News Agency 
said Wednesday. 

It quoted Colonel-General 
Mikhail Yegorov. acting 
commander of Moscow's op- 
erations in the breakaway re- 
gion. as saying the Russian 
troops had forced out rebel 
fighters Tuesday but had la- 
ter come under fire from hills 
which they had failed to take. 

“Russian troops were later 
forced to leave the village to 
avoid casualties.” Gen. 
Yegorov, who is temporarily 
standing in for Colonel- 
General Anatoly Kulikov as 
head of the joint army and 


Interior Ministry operation, 
told Interfax. 

The retreat appeared to 
deal a blow to Russian efforts 
to completely control all of 
the fertile and industrially de- 
veloped areas of northern 
and central Chechenya. 

Gen. Kulikov, who is brief- 
ly resting in Moscow, told a 
news conference earlier 
Wednesday that the Russian 
troops had forced the last 
rebel fighters out of Bamut in 
western Chechenya. 

lyiamut is the last impor- 
tant rebel stronghold on 
Chechenya's lowland. Most 
of the rebels, fighting for the 
southern Russian region's in- 
dependence from Moscow, 
are now in mountains in 
southern Chechenya. 

Gen. Kulikov declared 
most of Russia's aims had 


now been achieved since- it 
sent troops to Chechenya on 
Dec. 11 to end the tiny north 
Caucasus region's three-year- 
old independence drive led 
by rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 

‘Today, Dudayev has no 
social or economic grounds 
for continuing the armed 
struggle.” Gen. Kulikov said. 

“More than 80 per cent of 
Chechen territory, where 
more than 90 per cent of the 
population lives, has been 
freed from the illegal fight- 
ers." 

Gen. Kulikov- said 1,518 
Russian servicemen had been 
killed and almost 5,000 
wounded achieving those 
goals, and that Moscow esti- 
mated 9.000 to 9,500 
Chechen fighterse had been 
killed. 


He did not say how many 
civilians had been killed, 
although Russia's Human 
Rights Commission has said 
more than 24,000 died in the 
battle for the Chechen capit- 
al, Grozny, alone. 

Gen. Kulikov said 7,000 
rebels were thought to be 
continuing the fight for inde- 
pendence and had set up 
about 40 mountain bases 

He mentioned the success 
in Bamut. which is near the 
border with the Ingushetia 
region in southern Russia, 
almost in passing and without 
fanfare. 

The Chechen venture, ori- 
ginally expected to last only 
hours, has badly tarnished 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
democratic record and has 
damaged relations with fore- 
ign governments. 


Displaced Rwandans ordered home despite killings 
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-. KIGALI (R) — Relief agen- 
cies scrambled Wednesday to 
help some 100,000 displaced 
. people ordered by Rwandan 
troops to abandon a camp in 
the southwest and go home. 

But as the operation be- 
. - gan, a U.N. spokesman in the 
capital Kigali said govern - 
. meat troops last Friday 
slaughtered 16 civilian men in 
the southwest in retaliation 
■; for an attack. 

News of the killings 
* speared certain to increase 
; feaK among the 300,000 dis- 
placed men, women and chil- 
. dren in camps in the south- 
: west which Rwanda's govem- 
J »ys must be closed. 

’• rJ 4, spokesman Ismail 

Diallc i said the- 16 were shot 
and killed and one was 

: wounded on the banks of the 

r Kub ytro River in the south- 
west after unidentified gun- 
I ” CI ] attacked Rwanda Pat- 
Anny (RPA) troops, 
killing one and wounding 
- ' one. 

" He said 20 RPA soldiers 
•: later rounded up 17 local 
.men, all’ civilians, and took 
2* them to the banks of the 


2;5- 


southeast of the border town 
°f Cyangugu, and gunned 
them down. 

Sixteen were killed. One 


- * vho was wounded pretended 
. -. o be dead and later reached 

. _ . ‘ •; dashesha Hospital, where he 

. >. ras treated. 

' ~ . : ■ ‘‘The United Nations is in 

such with the anny and the 
% ovemment and views these 
. filings with great concern," 
- lid Mr. Daillo, adding the 

*' odies were left on the river 
Vank by troops. 

"V The government has said 
-t . >me members of the Hutu 
‘ ■ tajority have been killed in 


isolated incidents by troops in 
revenge for the genocide of 
up to one million Tutsis and 
Hutu moderates last year. 

But it has repeatedly 
assured innocent Hutu re- 
fugees and displaced people 
that it is safe to return to their 
homes. 

To ensure they left, RPA 
rroops, cordoned off Kibeho 
camp in the southwest Tues- 
day and fired into the air, 
triggering a stampede by tens 
of thousands of displaced 
Hutus. 

At least eight residents 
were crushed to death. 

The men, women and chil- 
dren crowded in panic onto a 
central hill in the camp, aban- 
doning their huts on four 
other hills. 

Soldiers told them they had 
a few days to leave Kibeho 
and go home as part of the 
drive to close all such camps, 
which the government sees as 
strongholds for Hutu militia- 
men a year after the geno- 
cide. 

Kibeho. with some 120,000- 
residents, remained cor- 
doned off by troops late 
Tuesday and no movement 
was allowed in or out. 

The Hutus, who fear attack 
in revenge for the genocide, 
include former militiamen 
and troops involved jn the 
slaughter. 

The action by the Tutsi- 
dominated army caught aid 
agencies by surprise but they 
said they could only help 
camp residents leave because 
the government had 
sovereignty over camps in its 
territory. 

U.N. officials said trucks, 
including more than 20 from 
the U.N. Assistance Mission 
In Rwanda, would be sent to 


Kibeho Wednesday to ferry 
out those who said they 
wanted to go home. 

U.N. evnoy Shaharyar an 
said food, warer and medical 
help would be provided by 
aid workers said the task 
would be very difficult as 
long as people stayed packed 
onto the one hill. 

Mr. Khan said that when 
Rwanda Patriotic Army 
Chief of Staff Colonel Sam 
Kaka addressed Kibeho resi- 
dents Tuesday, a large major- 
ity raised their hands when 
asked i/ they wanted to go 
home. 

Minister of Rehabilitation 
and Social Integration Jac- 
ques Bihozagara said Tues- 
day everyone in Kibeho had 
to leave and the government 
W3S working with the U.N. to 
clear the camps. 

Mr. Bihozagara said the 
guilty would be arrested but 
the 80 per cent of innocent 
camp residents had nothing 
to fear. 

Meanwhile Burundi's pres- 
ident has appealed for urgent 
food aid for more than 
400,000 refugees and dis- 
placed people, warning shor- 
tages may endanger a drive 
for peace. 

Speaking on state-run 
radio Tuesday night. Presi- 
dent Sylvestre Ntibantun- 
ganya urged international aid 
agencies to send food sup- 
plies urgently to the small 
Central African state. 

"In addition to the almost 
total lack of resources (in 
Burundi), we now have the 
serious problem of the ex- 
haustion of available food 
stocks,” the president said. 

He said shortages of food 
for refugees and displaced 


people might create new ten- 
sions and endanger a plan by 
the government to end an 
18-month-old political crisis 
and ethnic violence. 

“It is urgent these disaster 
victims are supported... so 
preparations for their return 
and resettlement- can con- 
tinue in peace and security,” 
said the president, a member 
of the Hutu majority. 

“The government of the 
republic of Burundi and I 
launch an urgent appeal to all 
friendly countries, interna- 
tional organisations, NGOs 
(non-governmental organisa- 
tions) and to all people of 
goodwill to send their con- 
tributions... 

“The most urgent issue is 
to provide food security.” he 
said. 

Bandits and villagers late 
last month looted several 
U.N. World Food Program- 
me (WFP) trucks taking food 
aid to camps in the northeast 
for the 200.000 Rwandan re- 
fugees in Burundi. 

Burundian troops are now 
escorting WFP food convoys. 

The U.N. food agency is 
currently feeding 400,000 in- 
ternally displaced Burun- 
dians and the 200.000 Rwan- 
dan refugees but plans from 
July to end supplies to 
100,000 displaced by giving 
them seeds and food pack- 
ages to encourage them to 
rerom to farms. 

In January. WFP was pro- 
viding rations to 508.000 dis- 
placed. 

The displaced fled during 
the slaughter of up to 100.000 
people following the killing 
of President Melchior Nda- 
daye, the first freely-elected 
Hutu head of state, in 1993 
Tutsi troops. 


Serbs tighten noose on Sarajevo 

France gives U.N. 48 hours, warns of pullout 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The United Nations called in 
NATO jets to quiet a battle 
in the suburbs of the Bosnian 
capital that threatened to 
spiral out of control. 

Two U.S. F-16s. already 
patrolling Bosnian airspace, 
buzzed the frontline separat- 
ing government forces in 
Hrasnica and Bosnian Serbs 
in Ilidza late Tuesday. Both 
are suburbs near the U.N.- 
controlled Sarajevo Airport. 

“NATO air presence was 
called in as we weren't sure 
how this situation would de- 
velop," said Lt. Col. Gary 
Coward, chief U.N. military 
spokesman. “We were not 
entirely sure of the situation 
on the ground and didn't wish 
to see it deteriorating furth- 
er.” 

"We believe air presence 
has an element of deterr- 
ence," he added. 

Serbs and government 
forces exchanged fire in the 
area near Mount Igman, 
south of the airport and 
Sarajevo, throughout much 
of Tuesday, but fighting in- 
tensified at dusk. 

After warning both sides to 
halt their firing, the United 
Nations requested a NATO 
show of force. Jets soon ar- 
rived and remained in the 
area for more than 90 mi- 
nutes, except for a 15-minute 
refuelling period when the 
shelling briefly resumed. 

Earlier Tuesday, Bosnian 
Serbs fired anti-aircraft guns 
at Traffic moving through 
government-held suburbs 
and over Mount Igman, 
which they had shelled Mon- 
day night, using 120-mm 
mortars in violation of a 
heavy weapons ban around 
the capital. That prompted 
Bosnian government forces 
to return fire from their 
mountafntop position’s, 
sparking the skirmish that 


escalated in the evening. 

Butmir, a government sub- 
urb next to Hrasnica, was 
also shelled by Serbs Tues- 
day, U.N. officials said. But- 
mir houses the entrance to a 
tunnel under the airport run- 
way, which the government 
constructed in summer 1993 
to link the city centre with 
Igman and routes west to 
Croatia. 

Bosnian police said, three 
people were wounded in the 
Butmir shelling. 

A U.N. plane en route to 
Sarajevo was also forced to 
turn back Tuesday afternoon 
after Bosnian Serbs noted it 
was carrying civilians and 
‘•warned U.N. staff that they 
could nor guarantee the safe- 
ty of the plane,” Col. Coward 
said. 

The Ilyushin-76 was the 
first U.N. flight to carry civi- 
lians since Sarajevo Airport 
closed on April 8 after gun- 
fire hit an American-owned 
U.N. cargo plane. A limited 
number of U.N. troop rota- 
tion and military resupply 
flights landed over the 
weekend and Monday. 

Referring to the effective 
airport closure and attacks on 
Igman, Col. Coward spid: 
“It’s a possibility that what 
we are seeing is part of an 
orchestrated campaign.... to 
squeeze the city.” 

The U.N. commander in 
Bosnia. Lt. Gen. Rupert 
Smith, planned to meet 
Wednesday with Serb milit- 
ary leaders in Pale, east of 
Sarajevo. 

On Tuesday, Gen. Smith 
briefed Yasushi Akashi, the 
U.N. special envoy in former 
Yugoslavia, on the de- 
teriorating situation in Bos- 
nia. 

“If these incidents con- 
tinue, I am afraid that contri- 
buting countries will have to 
review whether they should 


continue to participate in 
UNPROFOR,” Mr. Akashi 
later told reporters. 

Stung by the recent deaths 
of two of its peacekeepers. 
France threatened Tuesday 
ro withdraw its troops — the 
largest contingent in the 
U.N. force — unless new 
security measures are taken. 

The United Nations has 
become increasingly vulner- 
able as both sides gear up for 
renewed war in the absence 
of a political solution. A 
nationwide truce, already in 
tatters, formally expires on 
May 1. 

An estimated 200,000 peo- 
ple are believed killed or 
missing since war began in 
April 1992 with a nationalist 
Serb rebellion over Bosnia’s 
secession from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

France Wednesday gave 
the United Nations 48 hours 
to improve the security of its 
peacekeeping troops in Bos- 
nia and said divisions among 
the major powers were pro- 
longing the conflict. 

“I hope the United Nations 
will act within the next 48 
hours. We cannot wait inde- 
finitely,” Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur said. 

Otherwise, Paris would 
consider withdrawing its sol- 
diers from the U.N. force, he 
added. 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe said the stubbornness 
of the warring parties was the 
main reason for deadlock in 
the search for peace but dif- 
ferences between Moscow 
and Washington were also to 
blame. 

“If we all had the same 
desire to reach a solution, we 
would succeed but hie Rus- 
sians encourage Belgrade to 
ask too much while the Un- 
ited States fails to show the 
necessary determination to 
encourage Sarajevo to agree 


to end hostilities,” Mr. Juppe 
told France Inter radio. 

“This is the reason why 
France has said (to the inter- 
national community) that 
now we must wake up” to the 
situation in Bosnia, he said. 

A resolution drafted by 
France for action by the U.N. 
SecQrity Council would have 
the secretary-general propose 
ways to’ protect its 
peacekeepers more effective- 
ly and enable them to fulfil 
their mission. 

It would call on rival Mus- 
lims, Serbs and Croats tQ 
extend a ceasefire due to 
expire at the end of the 
month and urgently resume 
peace negotiations. 

Should the U.N. fail to act 
in time, “the problem is 
raised of the withdrawal of 
our soldiers form Bosnia," 
Mr. Balladur said in an inter- 
view with French radio RFL 

France's 4,500-strong con- 
tingent is the largest in Bos- 
nia. 

Meanwhile mine blasts in- 
jured three British U.N. 
peacekeeping soldiers 
Wednesday, one seriously, 
when their patrol in the east- 
ern Bosnia enclave of 
Gorazde wandered into a 
mine field, a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

Col. Coward said that one 
man “stepped on a mine. 
When two others went to 
assist him, a second detona- 
tion was heard.” Col. Co- 
ward said two of the men had 
leg injuries, the other sus- 
tained wounds to the upper 
body. 

Col. Coward also said the 
men came under small-arms 
fire during the early-morning 
incident from Bosnian army 
forces, though he added that 
“the Bosnian (soldiers) may 
have mistaken them (for 
enemy troops)." 


Russia 
wants U.N. 
to help 
police Tajik 
borders 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia wants the United Na- 
tions to help the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) police the border be- 
tween the Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan, Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev said on 
Wednesday. 

• The border, on the south- 
ern edge of the former Soviet 
Union is currently patrolled 
by Russian-led Border 
Guards. A CIS peacekeeping 
force also operates in the 
former Soviet republic, 
where dozens of people have 
been killed in fighting this 
month. 

“We would like the United 
Nations to share our burden 
(in Tajikistan).’* Mr. 
Kozyrev told other CIS fore- 
ign ministers at a Moscow 
■meeting. “We would like to 
see the world community 
more actively — that is more 
practically — involved in op- 
erations.” 

Mr. Kozyrev said the CIS 
was asking the U.N. to con- 
sider the possibility of setting 
up wide-scale operations on 
the Tajik-Afghan border. 
The U.N. should broaden the 
political and diplomatic role 
it already plays in Tajikistan, 
be said. 

Mr. Kozyrev has already 
said Russia and other CIS 
states would use the most 
decisive means possible to 
end bloodshed in Tajikistan. 

But he said Russia 
favoured a political and 
democratic solution to the 
problems in Tajikistan, 
where the Dushanbe govern- 
ment is at odds with Islamic 
rebels and members of the 
opposition based in the east- 
ern district of Gorno- 
Badakhshan. 

Defence ministers from the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States have appointed a 
new officer to command 
peacekeeping forces in Ta- 
jikistan, Interfax News Agen- 
cy said Wednesday. 

Russian military officials 
said earlier this week that the 
cunent commander, Valery 
Patrikeyev, was due jo leave' 
his job after more than 12 
months in Tajikistan. Inter- 
fax said he would be replaced 
by Lieutenant-Geneal Valen- 
tin Bobryshev. 

Tajik government officials 
and rebel leaders met in Mos- 
cow Wednesday, but the dis- 
cussions are due to centre on 
when and where to hold a 
new round of peace talks 
rather than 'on what action 
can be taken to bring the two 
sides closer together. 


Sri Lanka peace process collapses 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
truce aimed at ending Sri 
Lanka’s protracted bloodlet- 
ting shattered Wednesay as 
separatist Tamail guerrillas 
pulled out of peace talks and 
attacked two navy gunboats, 
officials said. 

President Chandrika 
Kumaracunga reacted to the 
pre-dawn strike against the 
navy, which left 16 people 
dead, by reimposing an eco- 
nomic embargo on the Li- 
beration Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). 

She also said security 
forces across the country had 
been placed on maximum 
alert. An anny spokesman 
confirmed that troops had 
been given shoot-to-kill 
orders to defend their camps 
following the collapse of the 
peace process. 

“The decision of the LTTE 
to terminate the cessation of 
hostilities is in total disregard 
of the aspirations of the Sri 
Lankan people," the presi- 
dent said in a four-page state- 
ment. 

“All those who act against 


the people would, no doubt, 
be considered enemies of the 
people,” it added. 

Tamil frogmen blew up the 
Chinese-built naval gunboats 
by planting explosives be- 
neath the two vessels, berth- 
ed at Trincomalee Harbour 
in northeastern Sri Lanka, 
officials said. 

The att ack le ft 12 sailors 
and four LTTE cadres dead, 
while 23 sailors were also 
wounded, officials said. 

The LTTE had earlier 
warned of “serious consequ- 
ences” and told the govern- 
ment that they were pulling 
out of talks with effect from 
midnight Tuesday. 

The message was als o 
broadcast over the LTTE's 
clandestine radio, the Voice 
of Tigers, just hours before 
the attack. 

The LTTE radio quoted 
Tiger supremo Velupillai 
Prabhakaran as saying they 
were pulling out of talks be- 
cause the government had 
foiled to agree to all four of 
their key demands. 

The government made two 


concessions last week on 
fishing rest riction s and fuel 
supply to LTTE-held areas, f 
but had declined Tiger de-‘ 
mands for the dismantling. of. 
an army camp; in the norOij 
and permission for its cadres 
to carry weapons iri-xo 
government-held areas in cha. : 
island’s east. 

The truce with the Tigers 
began on Jan. 8, and was 
aimed at ending an ethnic 
conflict which has claimed 
over 30,000 lives since 1972. 

In the statement. Mrs. 
Kum aratu nga’s office said 
the LTTE had resumed hosti- 
lities without giving the 
agreed 72 hours notice stipu- 
lated in the trace. 

She reintroduced econ omic 
sanctions against LTTE-held 
territory in the island’s north 
and withdrew the concessions 
already granted. 

“In view of the unil ateral 
decision taken by the LTTE 
to terminate the cessation of 
hostilities agreement and to 
start hostilities, the govern- 
ment is compelled to" recon- 
sider some of its decisions.” 


Austrian vice chancellor to quit government 


VIENNA (r) — Austrian 
Vice Chancellor Erhard 
Busek announced Wednes- 
day he was quitting the gov- 
ernment. a day after the con- 
servative People's Party 
ditched him as leader. 

Mr. Busek. 54. said he was 
stepping down after four 
years as vice chancellor in the 
ruling coalition of conserva- 
tives and Social Democrats. 


He said he was also relin- 
quishing his post as education 
minister. 

People's Party (OEVP) 
chiefs Tuesday ended months 
of debate by naming Econo- 
mics Minister Wolfgang 
Schuessel as sole candidate in 
a leadership election at a 
party conference Saturday. 

Mr. Busek withdrew his can- 


didacy for re-election. 

“I am of course ready to 
withdraw from the govern- 
ment." Mr. Busek told repor- 
ters after a cabinet meeting. 

“I thought that i should give, 
the new party leader a free, 
rein.” He said he would give 1 
up his duties once Schuessel 
had been elected at the partv 
conference on April 22 . 


Scientists who worked on U.S. nuclear 
bomb thought Germany was the target 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Many scientists who worked 
on the first atomic bomb 
wanted it used on Nazi Ger- 
many, but U.S. military plan- 
ners decided early that Japan 
would be the larger, says a 
nuclear physicist who has re- 
searched the end of World 
War n. 

And Arjun Makhijani said 
his research found the reason 
was not racial, as many have 
alleged, but had more to do 
with an arms race. 

At a news conference 
Tuesday. Mr. Makhijani dis- 
tributed a little-known 
memorandum on the subject 
from Brig. Gen. Leslie R. 
Groves, head of the Manhat- 
tan Project to create the ato- 
mic bomb. It was dated May 
5, 1943. 

The document expressed 
fear that if the bomb were 
dropped on Germany and 
failed to explode, the dud 
would help the Germans 
make their own weapon. 
Japanese research was not so 


far advanced. 

“What began as a race 
against a potential nuclear 
power. Germany, turned into 
a project ro produce a tool of 
immense military superiority 
against a non-nuclear- 
weapon state," Mr. Makhi- 
jani said in a statement. 

Mr. Makhijani. president 
of the private Institute for 
Energy and Environmental 
Research in Takoma Park, 
Maryland, told reporters: 
“The message is that non- 
nuclear weapons powers are 
righi to a$!k the nuclear 
weapons powers to provide a 
guarantee against first use of 
nuclear weapons.” 

Some governments arc de- 
manding that guarantee at a 
meeting in New York on 
extending the treaty to pre- 
vent the spread of nuclear 
weapons. The United States 
is pressing for an open-ended 
extension rather than the 
five-year increments since the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty took effect in 1970. 
Mr. Makhijani. 50, was 


bom in Karachi — then part 
of India — in 1945, the year 
the bomb was dropped.” He 
said he had found no evi- 
dence of racism in the choice 
of Japan as a target. 

“As an Asian myself, it's 
not an issue I don’t care 
about,” he said. “I’ve had my 
eyes open.” 

Another lesson that Mr. 
Makhijani wants drawn is 
that scientists have a right 
and ' responsibility to know 
the intended use of weapons 
they’re working on. 

“There’s a lot of nuclear 
designing going on right 
now,” he said. 

Some who worked on the 
first atomic bombs were sur- 
prised when Japan became 
the target, he said. 

He cited hans Bethe. head 
of the Theoretical Division at 
New Mexico’s Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, where 
the first bombs were pro- 
duced and tested, and Glenn 
Seaborg, later chairman of 
the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission. 
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The seeds of threat 


THE NEW York conference on the extension of 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is 
bogged down on several fronts both procedural 
and substantive. It is still too early to prejudge 
the outcome of the meeting since there are 
considerable behind-the-doors negotiations be- 
tween the nuclear haves and have-nots that aim 
to bridge the gap between the two camps. The 
ongoing controversy about the extent of the 
renewal of the NPT may also see the Arabs 
divided among themselves. The fact that only the 
foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan are attending the conference indicates 
that substantial division within the Arab camp on 
how to respond to the five major nuclear powers* 
call for an indefinite, extension of the treaty will 
emerge. 

Inter-Arab disagreement, however, is not 
without a legitimate cause. On the one hand, the 
Arab World would like to see nothing more than 
a nuclear free zone regime in the Middle East and 
North Africa. On the other, the Arabs have all 
the reasons to fear Israel’s continued nuclear 
hegemony over the Arab countries. There was a 
time when Israel professed never to be “the first 
to introduce” nuclear weapons to the region. 
That posture has developed recently to a pledge 
not to be “the first to use” such mass destruction 
weapons. This shift in position has come about 
after revelations that the Jewish state has more 
than 200 warheads in its arsenal. 

The Israeli policy on the future of the NPT is 
further complicated by its insistence that it 
cannot commit itself to the treaty before a 
comprehensive peace is achieved in the region, 
including peace between Israel and Iraq and 
Iran. The trouble with this seemingly benign 
perspective lies squarely in the feet that the need 
for a comprehensive peace cuts both ways. The 
Arabs also need the assurance of a full and 
complete peace before they can feel safe and 
secure from the threat of Israel’s nuclear arsenal. 

Israel goes even farther by questioning the 
good faith of some regional powers, such as Iran 
and Iraq, even if they signed the treaty. This 
means that even if there were a comprehensive 
peace in the region, Israel would still feel free to 
stay out of the treaty on the premise that neither 
Baghdad nor Tehran signatures can be taken at 
face value. 

In this context, Israel needs to see this issue 
both ways. The Arab side also has all the 
justifications to doubt the intentions of Israel 
even if it gets around to signing the treaty. The 
Israeli Dimona reactor was discovered in 1961 by 
U.S. monitors. Only a decade ago the world was 
able to establish as a fact that there are more 
than 200 nuclear warheads in Israel when an 
Israeli technician told the London Sunday Times 
about them. This Israeli ambivalence can only 
encourage certain Arab or Muslim countries to 
opt to go nuclear at one stage or another. 
Meanwhile, the pledge of the five big powers to 
come to the rescue of any country that is 
threatened by a nuclear force is meaningless. The 
Israeli threat is already there and the Arabs will 
not feel safe unless that threat Is removed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JUDGING FROM its continued repressive policies in the 
occupied Arab lands and its latest offer to the Palestinians 
to set up a state only in Gaza, it is obvious that Israel is not 
interested in a lasting peace with its neighbours, said 
Ibrahim A1 Absi, a columnist in AJ Ra*i Wednesday. Not 
only did Israel fail to live up to its pledges contained in the 
declaration of principles with the Palestinians, which 
provide for a redeployment of troops and arranging for 
Palestinian elections, but it has now offered to recognise a 
Palestinian state in Gaza alone, thus going back on its 
commitments and demonstrating its determination to 
perpetuate its occupation of the rest of Palestine, said the 
writer. 


DESPITE REPEATED calls on the Labour Ministry to 
control the Jordanian labour market and open the door for 
local workers to find jobs, the flow of guest workers into 
Jordan is continuing, said Mohammad Daoud, a writer in 
A1 Duatoor. The government seems not concerned with 
curtailing the number of non-Jordanian workers, and the 
employers seem quite happy with this situation as long as 
the guest workers provide cheap labour and ensure for the 
businesses a larger margin of profit, he said. Demanding 
that the Labour Ministry stop issuing work permits to 
non-Jordanians, the writer said it is illogical to see 120,000 
guest workers filling jobs which could be taken by 
Jordanians. What the Labour Ministry can do, he said, is 
adopt a final decision banning foreign workers from 
entering the country, and terminating the presence of 
non-Jordanians once their work permits expire. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majtkmbeh 



The Opposition in Israel: delirious but dangerous 


THE POSITION of the various Israeli rejectionist and 
opposition groups, including not only members of the 
fanatical religious sects and settlements but also extreme 
political Hardline rs such as the Likud Party itself, is not 
helping much during this particularly critical and difficult 
stage of die Arab-Isracli conflict, especially with respect to 
Palestinian-Israeli peace. Through their unnervingty dis- 
ruptive and obstructive tactics in the Knesset, their 
outrageous public declarations, their frequent irresponsible 
deeds and acts of aggression and (not less regrettably) their 
remarkably selfish, subversive and racist attitudes, the said 
groups currently pose a real obstacle, if not a serious 
threat, to peace with die Palestinians (and with other Arab 
countries with which peace agreements have not yet been 
concluded). 

Take, for example, the statements we heard a few days 
ago, some of which were reiterated by members of "Yitzhak 
Rabin’s own party: that “talks with Palestinians ought to be 
suspended until acts - of violence and terror come to an 
end,” that such acts “have increased because of the peace 
deal with the Palestinians,” that the Israeli “army ought to 
be redeployed into Gaza and Jericho,” and so forth; 

At one level, , such statements are not to be taken 
seriously. For one tiling, they are too simple- minded, too 
ridiculous and too non-semcal to be swallowed by any 


easily and conveniently dismissed as harmless or irrelevant, 
for it is in fact dangerous. People who make statements 
such as those cited above are. not senile okf men or women 
chatting at leisure over dinner in a home of the elderly, nor 
are they private citizens caught at a moment of anger in a 
rerennl conversation in the comfort of their own homes. No. 
They are representatives of the Israeli public (or chunks of 
it), experienced politicians who have been around for quite 
some time, fundamental players in Israel’s political arena, 
leaders or potential leaders of Israel, and likely ministers or 
prime ministers. Have we forgotten Begin’s, Shamir’s and 
Sharon's “crazy” and “foolish” but disastrous and calami- 
tous invasion of Lebanon in 1982? If given the chance, most 
leaders of the opposition in Israel would not hesitate one 
second to invade Gaza and Jericbo and subject Palestinians 
to occupation and slavery, if not throw them into the sea or 
into neighbouring Arab countries- The point is that one is 
not talking about a remote possibility of danger, but a very 
likely one. What happens if the Likud wins the elections? 


crucial psychological dimension: It aimed to break barriers 
and shatter negative images, misconceptions and 
stereotypes. But this has not happened, except to a very 
humble extent. The agreement was supposed to prepare 


the two peoples psychologically for the great peace to 
follow. Unfortunately, however, the suspicion, misconcep- 


“At a time when the Israeli govern- 
ment seems to be pathetically too 


(Arabs or Israelis) except those .who make them. Who, in 
his/her right mind, would 


believe that suspension of talks 
with Palestinians and redeployment of Israeli forces in 
Gaza and Jericho would bring about stability and peace of 
mind to the Palestinians and Israelis? The Israeli army was 
there not long ago and peace talks were non-existent not 
long ago, and there was violence and terror. Who, in 
his/her right mind, would buy into the perverse logic that 
the peace deal has brought about and escalated violence? 
Isn’t continued Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories 
itself the real cause? Aren’t Israel’s oppressive measures 
against Palestinians and Israel’s procrastination and disre- 
gard of the promises and commitments it made to 
Palestinians in Oslo, Washington and Cairo the real cause? 

For another, such statements are perhaps mere rhetoric 
and sheer political manoeuvring which amount to little 
outride the context of political rivalry among the various 
parties in Israel. Party leaders and parliament members 
flex muscles on podia and deliver thundering jeremiads on 
pulpits in order to inhibit their competitors and impress 
tiriar constituencies and spectators. Inis is their game; this 
is their show — especially when one is talking about the 
opposition. The Israeli opposition groups, one may say, are 
attempting to make a buck in the world like everybody 
else, when the majority in Israel seems to have chosen 
peace, what can the opposition do but flex and thunder? 
There is, undeniably, a great deal of raving and delirium in 
the political rhetoric and discourse of the opposition in 
Israel, stemming from a feeling of impotence and despera- 
tion. This is always the case of people who swim against the 
current and attempt to reverse the ir rever si ble wheel of 
history. 

But, and at another level, there is more to the matter 
than pure nonsense, sheer rhetoric and mere manoeuvres. 
What the Israeli opposition is saying these days cannot be 


helpless and impotent to fulfill its part 
of the bargain, the Israeli public is 
called upon to assert itself. One Is 
under the impression that a comfort- 
able majority of Israelis want peace, 
want to live and let live. If this is the 
case, it is time for them to act. Not one 
single Arab country now objects to 
peace, and a vast majority of Arabs 
and Palestinians are for it.” 


But why talk about what may happen if the Likud takes 
over when a great deal is already happening? The fanatics, 
radicals, e xtre mists and hardliners in Israel have succeeded 
to a great extent not only in slowing down the peace 
process but in stopping it entirely, especially on the 
so-called Palestinian-Israeli track which does not seem to 
be moving in any confident direction. 

With respect to the said track, they have (in addition to 
bringing the process to an almost complete halt) done two 
things (among the many other obvious things) which are 
especially worrying. 

— They have succeeded in polluting and contaminating 
the whole atmosphere among Palestinians and Israelis, an 
atmosphere which is supposed to have become a lot cleaner 
and healthier after Oslo and Washington. The Gaza- 
Jericho First was not the best agreement one could have 
come up frith, but it was a start — a “first” step. It was a 
start and a step towards ending decades of suspicion, 
mistrust and hostility. Aside from its other goals, it had a 


tion, stereotyping and hostility ■ are still as deeply- 
entrenched in souls and psyches as they have ever been. 
■ The said Israeli groups are to blame because they have 
been, and still are, (through the statements they make and 
the positions they take) promoting suspicion and fear. 
Look at the meetings between Rabin, Peres and other 
Israeli officials with Palestinian Authority members; they 
are very lukewarm, very cold, very fake, very artificial and 
even very ominous. The opposition has a tot to do with it, 
through the heavy-handed approach they wish the govern- 
ment to adopt towards Gaza and Jericho. How can you be 
warm and enthusiastic and friendly when others at home, 
who still see the Palestinian as an enemy and peace as an 
impossibility, are watching every gesture and move you 
make? 

— They have succeeded in inhibiting the Israeli govern- 
ment and crippling its performance on the Palestinian 
front. Several important steps and decisions need to be 
taken by the Israeli government to facilitate the imple- 
mentation of the Gaza-Jericho First. But this is not 
happening. Rabin and Peres, who have taken some 
courageous decisions before, are now chickening out. 

This is, of course, in nobody's interest. The Palestinians 
have a lot to lose from what seems now exactly like the 
no-peace no-war situation from which every nation in the 
Middle East suffered for years. But Israel also has a lot to 
lose. The Israeli opposition does not care one bit about 
Palestinian well-being, but what about the well-being of 
Israel? The point the opposition does not seem to 
understand is that by r uining the chances of Palestinian- 
Israeli peace, they are also ruining Israel’s own chances. 
What kind of Israel do they want? What kind of life do they 
want for the Israeli public? Do they want to take Israel 
back to the prison of isolation it has locked itself in for 
years through refusing to recognise Arab and Palestinian 
rights? Do they think Israel can live happily and joyfully 
without a good working relationship with its neighbours 
and without allowing the Palestinians what it allow itself: 
The right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? 

At a time when the Israeli government seems to be 
pathetically too helpless and impotent to fulfill its part of 
the bargain, the Israeli public is called upon to assert itself. 
One is under the impression that a comfortable majority of 
Israelis want peace, want to live and let live. If tins is the 
case, it is time for them to act. Not one angle Arab country 
now objects to peace, and a vast majority of Arabs and 
Palestinians are for it. Is indeed a comfortable majority of 
Israelis all for peace? We have been assuming this.'But 
what a scary thought it is to find that one is dead wrong in 
this assumption. 

Well, do you Israelis want or do you not want peace with 
the Palestinians? If yes, something should be done, through 
the political system you are so proud of, about the fanatics, 
extremists, hardHnexs who seem to be thriving among you. 
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U.S. -British campaign against Iraq 


By Michael Jansen 
NICOSIA — Iraq no longer 
expects an early lifting of 
sanctions imposed by the 
U-N. in 1990 after the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. An fr ♦hor- 
tative Iraqi source saia that 
Baghdad now saw “no pos- 
sibility of movement on 
sanctions before the U.S. 
elections” in November 
1996. 

Baghdad had been hope- 
ful that a date would be set 
in May, during the council’s 
routine review, for an end 
to sanctions and to the ban 
on oil exports once Rolf 
Ekeus, bead of the commis- 
sion disarming Iraq, pre- 


includes suppression of facts 


Resolution 986 allowing Baghdad to sell limited 
amounts of oil places Iraq’s major natural resources 
under U.N. management’ 


“expiry date” but could be 
used. He said, however. 


sented his report covering 


the first six months of U. 
monitoring procedures. 
The Iraqi ambassador to 
the U.N., Nizar Hamdoun, 
claimed that “90 per cent of 
the information” demanded 
by the commission* had 
been provided. Thus. Iraqi 
officials had hopef that 
Baghdad would be given a 
“clean bill of health” by 
Mr. Ekeus. 

But this did not happen. 
Mr. Ekeus privately circu- 
lated his report in the coun- 
cil late on April 10. Certain 
sections of that report were 
leaked to Western news 
agencies and correspon- 
dents. According to their 
reports Mr. Ekeus stated 
that Iraq had still not 
accounted for 17 tonnes to a 
“complex growth” medium 
used for growing bacteria 
and viruses. 

Iraq did not contest the 
figures but contended that 
the missing medium had 
been used for “agricultural 
and pharmaceutical pur- 
poses" not for the develop- 
ment of a germ warfare 
capability. 

What was not leaked to 
the press, apparently, or at 
least not reported by most . 
Western media, was the 
fact that the Ekeus report ■ 
makes it clear that at least 
part of the missing medium 
in question had an “expiry 
date” and can no 
longer be an effective subst- 
ance for cultivating bacte- 
rial cultures. This key fact 
was provided by the head of 
the Iraqi interest section in 
the Jordanian embassy in 
London Zuhair Ibrahim, in 
an interview with the BBC 
World Service on April 
15th. He presumably, bad 
access to the foil text of the 
privately circulated report. 

An Arab scientist con- 
sulted by this reporter said 
that such materia] would be* 
less effective if past the 


that anyone determined to 
produce biological weapons 
“does not need this mate- 
rial because such weapons 
are the. easiest of all to 
produce; all you need is 
some very common culture 
mediums, such as milk plus 
sugar and arid or yeast ex- 
tract... A crude anthrax 
bomb could be produced by 
any reasonably competent 
biochemist... There is no 
point in making a fuss over 
this material.” Except to 
use it to block the lifting of 
sanctions. 

The fact that \he report 
was in effect secret and only 
certain portions leaked de- 
monstrates clearly that the 
U.S. and Britain, who are 
leading the campaign in the 
council to maintain the 
punitive sanctions regime, 
are prepared to use any and 
all means to achieve their 
objective. 

Furthermore the fact that 
Mr. Ekeus did not protest 
the selective leaks by pro- 
viding the press with full 
coverage of his findings de- 
monstrates that he is collud- 
ing with these powers. In- 
deed his collusion has been 
obvious for many months 
now in his public state- 
ments. While in Baghdad 
he normally states that he 
and his monitors are satis- 
fied with the cooperation 
they are receiving from the 
Iraqi authorities. But back 
in New York, he inevitably 
complains that the Iraqis 
have not complied on one 
point or another. 

About two months ago 
there was a U.S.-U.K. 
media campaign about Iraq 
concealing the redevelop- 
ment of a germ warfare 
capability — and even of 
long-range missiles with 
which to deliver germ war- 
heads. Ibis campaign was 
timed to preempt the mid- 
March council review of the 
sanctions regime and to in- 
fluence Mr. Ekeus’ hand- 
ling of bis first six monthly 
report on the weapons 


monitoring programme due 
in April. As a result of the 
campaign and, presumably, 
direct U.S.-U.K. pressure, 
Mr. Ekeus raised the issue 
of the missing 17 tonnes of 
bacterial and viral culture 
material. 

During bis latest visit to 
Iraq Mr. Ekeus did not run 
true to form. Although he 
stated that the U.N.’s intru- 
sive monitoring procedures, 
put into operation six 
months ago, were working 
well, he also raised die issue 
of the missing material, giv- 
ing it worldwide publicity 
and lending credence to the 
contention that Iraq was 
not fully cooperating with 
Mr. Ekeus’ commission. 

The Iraqis ask, reason- 
ably, why did he not raise 
this issue earlier? Why did 
htf wait until the moment 
when his key report was 
□early due? Since be had 
had the documents relating 
to the purchase of this 
material many months ear- 
lier. Ambassador Ibrahim 
said that Iraq is now trying 
to track down the material 
so it can present its findings 
to the U.N. commission, 
thus clearing up the one 
problem apparently pre- 
venting Mr. Ekeus from 
giving Baghdad the long- 
sought “clean bill of 
health” so sanctions might 
be lifted. 

This germwarfare 
loophole which the council 
has jumped in order further 
extend sanctions was of 
masterly manufacture and 
shoold be contrasted with 
another clumsy attempt to 
show the Iraqis have been 
violating the terms of Re- 
solution 68 7 by secretly de- 
veloping a nuclear weapons 
capacity. 

Again this involved care- 
ful media management. 
“The Sunday Tunes of Lon- 
don (which also led with the 
germ warfare story in 
February), reported it had 
banded to the U.N. and the 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA) four 
pages of official Iraqi docu- 


ments allegedly showing 
that Iraq was conducting a 
new computer-based prog- 
ramme for producing nuc- 
lear arms. These documents 
were said to have been pro- 
vided by a defecting Iraqi 
nuclear scientist. Dr. K. 
A. A. Hamza, who alleged- 
ly vanished in Athens on 
February 27 after sending 
the documents to the news- 
paper. 

It is interesting that, 
according to Dr. David 
Kyd. spokesman of the 
IAEA, the Sunday Times 
did not hand them over to 
the agency until a “week” 
or so before the paper ran 
the story. Then, before the ■ 
agency could comment, ran 
the story on April 9. the day 
before Mr. Ekeus was due 
to present his monitoring 
report to the council. 

Asked three days after 
"ihe Sunday Times” pub- 
lication of the “Hamza 
negations” if the agency 
had any evidence that Iraq 
is still developing nuclear 
weapons. Dr. Kyd said: 
“No. we certainly do not 
have such evidence, but of 
course it is incumbent on us 
to follow up anything gives 
a hint that that might be the 
case.” 

Of the IAEA's capabili- 
ties, he asserted that the 
IAEA had “a permanent 
presence in Iraq in terms of 
an inspection ability which 
is very, very intrusive... we 
have quite exceptional pow- 
ers in Iraq which are not 
given to us in normal cir- 
cumstance." 

Dr. Kyd staled that the 
agency had received copies 
of the documents and had 
“taken a look at them. But 
they are a rather insubstan- 
tial basis on which to try to 
pursue an investigation” 
although the agency found 
itself “to a degree” more 
concerned that Iraq could 
be engaged in a covert 
programme. 

“We have certainly taken 
up (tire allegations with the 
Iraqis) at a very high level 
indeed.” The IAEA’s own 


report to the council, he 
sard, would await Iraq’s 
reaction and on-the-spot in- 
vestigations. 

Following Dr. Kyd’s 
statements, the IAEA offi- 
cial in charge of the moni- 


toring team in Iraq, Dr. R. 
Ziff era, said that after care- 


ful investigation the agency 
had concluded that the 
documents had been 
“forged.” And not very 
cleverly because the forgers 
had misspelt place names in 
Iraq and did not seem to 
know very much about bow 
to build a bomb. This would 
suggest that the forgers 
would seem to be Wester- 
ners rather than members 
of the Iraqi opposition who 
would not, one would hope, 
misspell place names in 
their own country. 

These two tactical moves 
in the campaign to preserve 
sanctions were meant to se- 
cure the renewal of sanc- 
tions and compel Iraq to 
accept tbe Security Council 
resolution, proposed by 
Argentina, at the instiga- 
tion of the U.S. and U.K., 
which would allow Iraq to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil 
within 180 days (or SI bil- 
lion within 90 days), in 
order to purchase desper- 
ately needed medical sup- 
plies and food for the Iraqi 
p opula ce suffering severe 
deprivation under the strin- 
gent sanctions regime. 

Although the arrange- 
ment would be renewable 
every 90 days, if approved 
by the Secretary General 
(who has followed the U.S. 
tine on Iraq), Iraq would 
have to set aside 30 per cent 
of tbe proceeds to put into a 
war reparations fond pay 
the costs of U.N. opera- 
tions in Iraq and set aside 
about $150 million for the 
2.2 million Kurds in the 
Western protected “safe 
haven” in the north. The 
remainder, about $500 mil- 
lion would be used by the 
U.N. to purchase food and 
medical supplies for the 16 
million Iraqi civilians in the 
rest of the country. Before 


the Gulf war that sum was 
spent annually on medical 
supplies alone. 

Although the U.N. 
claimed that the resolution 
eased the monitoring of the 
distribution of the j 
purchased abroad and pro- 
vided more money to Iraq 
than the previous (1991) 
offer of a one-time sale of 
S1.6 billion, the Iraqi Re- 
volutionary Command 
Council, the speaker of the 
Iraqi parliament and tbe 
cabinet all claimed that the 
latest resolution was 
“violation of Iraq 
sovereignty” and turned it 
down. 

It certainly was a “viola- 
tion of sovereignty,” in 
of Secretary General 
>utros Ghah’s contention 
that it respected Iraq's 
sovereignty. This is because 
the sale of tbe ofl, to be 
exported through the Tur- 
kish pipeline from Kurkuk 
to Yumurtalik on the 
Mediterranean coast (for 
which Iraq would also have 
a pay a heavy tariff), and 
the proceeds would stOl be 
managed by the U.N. as 
under the 1991 plan. This 
would, in effect, place 
Iraq's major natural re- 
source under U.N. manage- 
ment, a possibility Baghdad 
could not be expected to 
accept. 

Dr. Ghali’s contention 
that this resolution was “the 
first step” in the lifting of 
sanctions was diputed by- 
bo th U.S. and Argentinian 

spokesmen. The U.S.-U.K. 
camp never in fact believed 
fraq would accept this deal, 
but by offering it the two 
powers attempted to shift 
from the council to the Iraq 1 
govesnmeat tbe burden 
responsibility for the suffer* 
ing inflicted on ordinary 
Iraqis. It is not dear that 
Paris, Moscow, Beijing and' 
tbe majority of the councQ’s 
non-permanent members 
who voted for the resolu- 
tion but basically oppose 
further sanctions, wu re- 
main convinced that this 
has indeed happened. 


The U.S. strategic objective 
remains the continuation d-n- 
sanctions. By raising the$e*|f 
accusations about possible Ira- 
qi violations of Resolution c* 7 
and placing on offer tills oe*»- 
“better” deal on o3 exprttt. 
Washington wants to keep 10 
line the opponents of sanction* ^ 
when the council reconsider 


the sanctions regime fa 
May. What is certain is m 2 * 


Washington and London aff 
now resorting to more 
more desperate measures -* 
falsification and forgery — * 
keep the sanctions regime 
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A pioneering way to convey Arab realities to the west 

Five Arab authors 9 books translated into English 
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ZT^nt^iBy Sam Atiyeh tries. ” 

, a"* 10 fhe Jordan Sbe added that the 

fw*- ■• fimes translated scries repre- 

■r. rwj . . se &te a way for Arab 

5u r . ' When novel- women to speak directly 

lath if 4 loi ' iJW professor of Arabic to the West and that they 
1 J «nd5 ^[iirature and women’s challenge the preconcep- 

wh*. ^trifles Dr. Fadia Faqir dons of Arab and Muslim 

:r e~ =I A V ? ;pt&at Arabs were being women , frequently mis- 
r - s^^Wwaaised in Western represented by Western 
^bes to justify the death of writers and journalists. 
sbg , ooceat Iraqi civilians “These novels give in- 
on'iFfo jug the Gulf war, sbe sight to the private 
*■? ******* do something thoughts, the literature 
7 :? ^rill help change that, and the voices of Arab 

' .fF* Bi« vi e sold the idea of trans- women,” Dr. Faqir ex- 
e no £ting ^ rto English novels plained. “We arc sick of 

>-•'1!" five Arab women an- being misrepresented as 

errij'r^' to British publishers. locally being second dass 
^ The five novels by citizens by Western 
i j: ^rj J/. Komen miters from Leba- academics , journalists and 
-* ay'ea^'-OD, Palestine, Syria, Iraq thinkers. We are simply 
'■ *»!»« Egypt, still widely un- not what the West thinin 


-ire a. >7 - ." IC cn »n*i K '(khdonto a book of auto- She cited an example of 
A' :hr7V" : ?^'- iw *5l \ biographical testimonies a chapter by a British 
v !; cvJk/. r’r j/y Arab women authors, journalist in a book about 

<*n uV :.w;lt. v 7 * iJ published by Garnet Pub- Arab women. The chapter 

itatnR 7c,\. --',77 :0e *s ^phing, will be launched in is entitled “Women in Jor- 
Jfcjrrk. ivac: ;A-7,7 * 7A ^^idon on April 28 in a dan” based oh interviews 
-7 series called “ Arab . with only three women in 
* ,a K ftr Writers. ” positions of power “as if 

? i' Viv. 7 authors are Hoda that’s what women in Jor- 

; * !r from Lebanon, dan are all about.” 

•w:pic .;r- TiJS'Adf Ba(fr from Pales- Dr. Faqir consulted va- 
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■ Aha Mamdouh bom nous Arab writers, think- 

‘ - ■■.r.-. -^'aq, Hanhda Na ’ ha bom ■ ers and biends before sbe 
f^yria and Salwa Bakr selected the five .tides, 
' ■■■■: - in^jun Egypt took another six months 

>'■ ~ 2 “I wanted the voices of to find the right bans- 


Iraq 


voiceless in the Arab lators, two of whom stu- 
to be heard,” said died Arab women, and 
• Faqir, the series edi- worked with a compre- 
r ana lecturer at the hensive team, including 
'^adversity of Durham. “I the authors, to produce 
. 7'*f; &tosc women writers who the series of English. 

not been widely co- tt The lack of good trans- 

. — ^ red in the West, who lators bom Arabic into 

— j snot stars, and who can another language is partly 

mge the misconcep- responsible for the way we 


ts 

ited 


*ces 


— cnotstars, and who can another language is partly about a woman in 

mge the misconcep- responsible for the way we love with a Palestinian 
nos and myths about are portrayed in the lighter who loses his sanity 
,1 raft society through West,” said Dr. 'Faqir, under the brutality of bis 

I *se novels. ” . who wrote her novel, Israeli torturer, was pub- 

Dr. Faqir, a Jordanian Nisanit, in English in Hshed and sold out in Bri- 

- — -Mk) was is Amman re- 1988. tain and the U.S. Her 

• - ==enfly, described the • “We hope we have sue- second novel. Pillars Of 

7 ... j fines as literature telling c ceded in preserving the Salt, based on the history 

y ^be ,l nnofBciaI, unwritten, spirit of the text,” she said of Jordan, will be pub- 
-[;::.r.^ntold and repressed his- in an interview with the hshed this year by Quartet 
"V.V . -,7 -oiy of the writers’ coun- Jordan Times. “ Any text Books in England. She is 


Dr : Fadia Al Faqir 

loses something in transla- 
tion, but yet it gains some- 
thing else when you re- 
move it bom its original 
language and place it into 
another culture.” 

These novelists in par- 
ticular, she added, have 
tried to bee themselves 
bom the classical Arabic 
language, and therefore, 
when translated, have 
challenged the preconcep- 
tions of Arab and Muslim 
women. 

Dr. Faqir’s novel, Nisa- 
nit, about a woman in 
love with a Palestinian 
tighter who loses his sanity 
under the brutality of bis 
Israeli torturer, was pub- 
lished and sold out in Bri- 
tain and the U. S . Her 
second novel. Pillars Of 
Salt, based on the history 
of Jordan, will be pub- 


cnnently working on her 
third novel, T . be Black Iris 
Crossing. 

TO* Movni s 

The Stone Of Laughter, 
by Hoda Barakat , is cen- 
tred around a bisexual 
character, Khalil, strug- 
gling in bis day-to-day life 
in war-torn Beirut and 
trying to maintain order in 
his mind and borne while 
bis country is comitting 
suicide. 

Ms. Barakat’ s novel 
“ dismisses every ideology 
and rhetoric and tries to 
say no to heroism through 
this character /* Dr. Faqb 
said. “But he could not 
resist what is happening 
around him. It’s a very 
tragic story. ” 

Liana Badris The Eye 
Of The Mirror is also anti- 
heroic in the traditional 
sense of the word, and 


talks about a “different 
type of victory of women 
trying to keep a destroyed 
refugee camp together,” 
as Dr. Faqir pot it. This 
novel was written after 
seven years of research 
into the massacre of 
Palestinians in Tal Al 
Za’tar refugee camp in the 
beginning of the Lebanese 
civil war. 

Ms. B a d r has 
documented the tragedy 
of the camp through a 
female character, Aisha , 
whose family and inends 
are tom apart by tragic 
reasons beyond her con- 
trol, and who tries to start 
a family of her own. “Sbe 
was writing about the war 
of women ” in a war 
started and carried out by 
men, said Dr. Faqir. 
“And the dear message in 
this story is that people do 
not forget and that we 
must learn bom a history 
which cannot be wiped 
out.” 

Alia Mamdouh’s Moth- 
balls takes us to Baghdad 
in the 1940s and 80s seen 
through the eyes of one 
girl who talks about the 
■history of her simple fami- 
ly. “The writer tries to 
preserve everything about 
Baghdad, its voices, its 
architecture, its streets /’ 
said the series editor. 
“Written in the 70s she 
predicted all the tyrany 
and oppression we see in 
Iraq today.” 

In the Homeland 
Hamida JVa'na bases her 
story and character, 
Nadia, on LaHa KhaJid, 
the well-known Palesti- 
nian guerrilla fighter of 
the 1970s. Nadia, disillu- 
sioned, moves to the West 
where she gets romantical- 
ly involved with a lapsed 
Marxist revolutionary in 
Paris. Though he re- 
nounces his early ideal- 
ism, she finds she cann ot 
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do the same because her den Chariot takes us to a 
idealism concerns her women's prison in Egypt 
homeland. and looks at the story of 

“We see another clash each prisoner and bow she 
between two cultures, two' ended up there. Seen 


den Chariot takes us to a rent angles as the writer 
women's prison in Egypt changes her tactics,” the 
and looks at the story of story shows -the /political, 
each prisoner and bow she economic and social- 


ways of seeing armed 
struggle and two ways of 
thinking, ” said Dr. Faqb. 
Salwa Bakris The Gol- 


ended up there. Seen reasons behind theb im- 
througb die eyes of Ami- prisonment. Ms. Bakr's 
na, tl who takes us along in works have been previous- 
an amusing journey of Iy translated into Enalbb, 
seeing things bom diffe- Germany and Dutch. 


7 Much ’ado' about rumours, teeth and ’hygiene’ 
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. ' .'S^. Needless to say. all the ado over the student 
' ./—brawls on campus at the University of Jordan 
:in£ did not sit well with the country's leadership. 

/which faulted almost everyone for exaggerating 
- -^-fand exacerbating the issue. Rumours hit the 
■ •/ ': boiling point and nearly everyone had a story to 
/_.'.■■ c relate . Obscurity led to speculation — 
speculation helped to fuel the rumours. But 
- . ./'other officials involved in the case site the self- 
■■/. serving interests of various people in interfering 
' an issue which from within the campus proper 

~//f had already subsided. The university is 
//^/.continuing its investigations into the incidents by 
: filing in dozens of students for questioning. 

Meanwhile, university officials roaming past or 
y...-- '-/through the waiting room where a mix of 
.r."-* '. students from different backgrounds, including 
r . ' Saliis and Circassians, wait to be questioned, 
-~f -~/ sa y the mood is anything but hostile. "The kids 
// .rJ J2re talking and joking with each other in a 
healthy manner." said one such official. Those 
: ~*'ho stuck their noses into this business had their 
* "oh’/i agendas >" he said. 


Dead Sea spice: Down at the Dead Sea Hotel 
and Spa last week, a group of former prime 
ministers, academicians, newspaper chief editors 
and political experts gathered for an agenda of 
closed sessions to discuss the results of a poll on 
Jordanian- Palestinian relations released in 
early February by the University of Jordan's 
Centre for Strategic Studies. The discussion was 
called for based on the poll's revelation that the 
Palestian issue is a domestic issue. But that it 
was a closed session seemed to spark more 
interest to outsiders. At a luncheon following 
the morning session, House Deputy and former 
Prime Minister Taker Masri was called away 
from the table by a journalist telephoning from 
Amman. "Excellency, we are hearing rumours 
up here in Amman of a secret meeting between 
Jordanians. Palestinians and an Israeli 
delegation, " the journalist said. Masri 
responded explaining the format and topic of 
the agenda and added that "No, there were no 
Israelis involved." Returning to his seat 
laughing. Masri reported the telephone 
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conversation to the group. Ten minutes later 
another participant was called by the same 
journalist. As he stood to head for the 
telephone. Masri shouted out to him, "Make sure 
you tell him that Ahmad Obeidat is with us!" — 
hoping to dispel rumours that Israelis were 
among the discussion group. At that Obeidat. a 
former prime minister and senator who resigned 
from his seat in the Upper House over his 
objections to the peace treaty with Israel, broke 
from his more stoic demeanour and laughed 
heartily. 

Normalising teeth: A consequence of 

laughing is that it reveals one's teeth, provided 
one still has teeth. For some Israelis, dental 
care in Jordan has become another attraction, 
according to one Israeli daily. Yediot Aharanot 
reported that hundreds of Israelis are tagging 
on a visit to Jordanian dentists as part of their 
travels to the Kingdom. The bottom line is that 
charges for services here are nearly three times 


less expensive. Tour guides are said to have 
started asking travel agents to provide 
additional lime on Israeli tourists' itineraries to 
get in a little dental work. But one report, said 
that the Israeli dentistry association has warned 
tourist to "be wary of hygiene conditions" in 
Jordan. Let's see what the Jordanian Dentists 
Association will have to say to that. 

Uptown ban on downtown sins? It wasn't 
exactly just hygienic conditions, or more 
specifically, the poor state of them, that forced 
the Ministry of Tourism to shut down the Riviera 
Hotel in downtown Amman. The official news 
media reported that the hotel's licence had been 
withdrawn because of the establishment's 
"sendee and low level of hygiene." But 
according to a source close to the case, the hotel 
had repeatedly violated Ministry of Tourism 
regulations, some of which have little tolerance 
for vice. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 


Australian film industry faces profound change 


; % Jennifer Stafford 
NEXT three years 
■' ft® a tune of rapid and 
■r.: ^ rcibua d change for the 

. > -* 4 , : -ustrafian Film Conunis - 
f/? 11 (AFC) and the Au- 
\.-.‘- ia lian film industry 

Native Nation 
//,:. •■•atoneot was released in 
- .jiZ/Ctober 1994 and reaf- 
7 the government’s 

7 +PP 07 * for the film indus- 
'Fbis~ statement is a 
milestone in Au- 
Mia’s cultural . policy 
directs additional 
// 'Ms of 55.2 million to 
-■ 777 p ; AFC for expanding its 
/ - Velopmental work on 
creative multimedia. 

. Many consider that the 
s luence of new technolo- 

“ fr.t is going to be the 
• /. f gest single change in 
" ; way we communicate 

T ce the invention of the 
7. ' 0 ting press. Certainly it 
' wing to have an impact 
die way in which the 
; ■•/. a industry operates. 

'/•/■ [he view has been ex- 
; ssed by some that if we 
■ A', v Tt take up the opportu- 
'/ 7> // r fes offered by the new 
hnologjes then Austra- 


lian entertainment and 
education will become 
more significantly hostage 
to programmes from the 
highly productive U.S. in- 
dustries. Whether or not 
you share this perspective, 
the issue is one of many 
that frames the way the 
AFC is thinking about the 
future. 

A related view is that in 
a multi-channel environ- 
ment with satellite and 
cable delivery services , 
regulation will no longer 
be an effective mechanism 
for achieving cultural out- 
comes. Many in the film 
industry regard the intro- 
duction of an Australian 
content standard for com- 
mercial television as hav- 
ing been a catalyst in the 
development of our 
domestic film industry and 
they are seeking similar 
quota requirements for 
Pay TV 


The future challene for 
the AFC is how to main- 
tain and expand opportu- 
nities for expressions of 
the diversity of Australian 
culture in an environment 


of rapid technological 
change with a multiplicity 
of distribution outlets. 
The AFC will also be ex- 
ploring the application of 
new technologies in col- 
lecting and disseminating 
information about the 
scope and performance of 
the Him industry. 

A major part of the way 
in which the AFC sees its 
role over the next three 
years is in shaping and 
promoting the diversity of 
culture that comprises the 
Australian identity The 
AFC has a role to play in 
influencing the kinds of 
films and television prog- 
rammes that are produced 
and the development of 
audiences for those prog- 
rammes both in Australia 
and internationally. 

A recent collaboration 
between the AFC, the 
Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC) and 
state dim agencies intro- 
duced ABC viewers to a 
series of specially commis- 
sioned short documentar- 
ies as an alternative for- 
mat to traditional televi- 
sion programming. The 


Microdocs Series, which 
was broadcast in late 1994, 
also gave six new 
documentary makers the 
opportunity to have their 
seven-minute programmes 
broadcast repeatedly on 
national television. 

As the primary develop- 
ment agency for the film 
industry in Australia , the 
AFC’s priorities lie with 
originality, diversity and 
risk-taking in the develop- 
ment and production of 
films, television and mul- 
timedia programmes. Sup- 
port is given to projects 
which extend the bound- 
aries, challenge existing 
conventions and contri- 
bute to the diversity of 
productions and hence the 
richness of Australian 
cultural life. 

Hmw generation 

With international tilm 
financing geared to the 
talents of recognised 
directors and the richness 
jof cinema , television and 
software being dependent 
on persona/ visions , the 
AFC seeks to develop 
skills, talent and vision m 
support of a new genera- 


tion of internationally rec- 
ognised Australian direc- 
tors and programme mak- 
ers. 

Australian films and 
television programmes 
have a major influence on 
the way in which Austra- 
lians think about them- 
selves and their country 
and the way in which we 
are perceived around the 

world. The AFC pursues a 
broad range of promotion- 
al strategies both interna- 
tionally and in Australia 
which are designed to 
stimulate distribution of 
Australian productions, 
expand markets and assist 
in raising the profile of 
Australians and their 
work. 

The AFC’s internation- 
al promotion work covers 
special events such as Rim 
and television seasons 
through which it aims to 
stimulate public interest 
and encourage broadcas- 
ters and distributors to ac- 
quire more Australian 
programmes. Cinema Au- 
stralian at the Centre 
Georges Pompidou in 
Paris in 1991 and promo- 


tions in Korea in 1992 
which the AFC linked to 
the Asia-Pacific FUm Fes- 
tival and the Australia 
Abroad Council’s promo- 
tion, are examples of AFC 
events which have been 
successful in raising the 
international profile of the 
Australian film industry. 

The AFC’s promotion 
of creative multimedia 
over the next three years 
will enhance the growing 
awareness of the range 
and sophistication of Au- 
stralian culture. There is 
now an audience for Au- 
stralian productions which 
senses the genuine diversi- 
ty. and quality of the pro- 
duct. 

Special events which the 
AFC has planned and 
funded for 1995 include a 
100 year retrospective of 
Australian films touring 
eight cities in Germany 
from March to July, tilm 
events in Indonesia in July 
and Korea in October 
(proposed date) and a ma- 
jor season of 95 Austra- 
lian tilms in New York 
from October to January 
1996 at the Museum of 


Modem Art. Details of 
these events and the 
AFC’s international film 
festival activities through- 
out the year are given in 
the Australia Abroad 
Council’s quarterly pub- 
lication. 

As part of the broader 
social and political process 
of reconciliation between 
white and indigenous Au- 
stralia, a significant ele- 
ment of the AFC's sup- 
port for a diversity of 
cultural expressions in 
Australia is the priority it 
attaches to indigenous 
representation. The AFC 
established an indigenous 
branch during 1993 to en- 
gage in regular consulta- 
tion and exchange with 
indigenous programme 
makers and organisations 
and to advance the parti- 
cipation of indigenous Au- 
stralians in all aspects of 
the tilm industry. 

Over the next three 
years, the AFC accords a 

high priority to advancing 
the development and pro- 
duction of programmes 
created by indigenous Au- 
stralians and to encourag- 


ing a wider appreciation of 
the work of indigenous 
Australians by supporting 
its distribution and exhibi- 
tion. In January 1995 : the 
AFC launched its Indige- 
nous Drama Initiative 
which offers funding to 
indigenous filmmakers to 
make dramatic films 
which will be screened by 
the Special Broadcasting 
Service early in 1996. 

The :\FC administers 
the Official Co- 
Production Programme 
which provides a modest 
number of Australian pro- 
ducers with a way of com- 
bining the creative and 
financial benefits available 
in Austraha and abroad. 
In addition to the existing 
treaty with the U.K. 2 new 
treaty was negotiated with 
Italy in 1993 and nego- 
tiatins are well advanced 
with Germany. Negotia- 
tions with France are cen- 
tred around upgrading the 
current arrangements to 
treaty sttus. Co- 
production arrangements 
are also in place with New 

Zealand and Canada. 

Insight. 
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Virtuality 


By JeuKMe £Zfas 

Computer users take a malicious pleasure at impress - 
ing common mortals with their jargon. By doing so 
they may not be very different from doctors except 
that with the tremendous speed of change and new 
terms being added to the fr (information technolo- 
gy) vocabulary almost on a daily basis , they have a 
much wider scope to practise their game. 

The concept of “virtuality” in the world of IT has 
been around for a while but it's recently taken a new, 
frightening meaning with the widespread usage of 
computer-genera ted images. 

Saying mat a PC ( personal computer) uses virtual 
memory doesn't refer to any supernatural or magic 
device. It simply means that the machine doesn't 
have enough regular memory to accomplish a given 
task and instead is using extra available disk space for 
that purpose. A virtual dak is the opposite. Part of 
the regular memory is used to do die processing, 
instead of the physical disk. Nothing to worry about 
so far — virtuality is under control. 

Computer generated art, stHl pictures and ani- 
mated graphics more particularly have added a new 
dimension to the concept. Images that do not 
correspond anymore to anything real are invading 
networks, magazines, advertisements and so forth. 
Actual photographs are being touched up, modified 
and altered in such a drastic manner that they tell a 
story completely diffe r e n t from the original work. 
Graphic animation software exists that allows the 
creation of totally imaginary people, animals or 
objects, in fhU 3-dimensions. These can be animated 
with near perfection. 

Some will argue that this is not new and that artists 
have always played tricks with images, motion 
pictures and photographs. Physical "cut and paste ” 
has existed long before this facility was made- 
available through computer software. After all ani- 
mated cartoons are also virtual images that have been 
around for a few decades now. 

The difference is that computer produced virtuality 



These homo sapiens are almost perfect now. One 
day will come when they take our robot worid over. 



looks very much "real." It can deceive the most 
experienced eyes. The perfection of the shapes, the 
volumes, the colours, the light, the shadows and 
before aO the movement, have nothing to do with 
Mickey Mouse or Bugs Bunny. When they produce 
films like The Jungle Book or The Little Mermaid, 
Walt Disney studios do not want nor expect the 
viewer to take the cartoons for reality. Computer 
animated or manipulated graphics however are so 
dangerously true that their originators may have 
undeclared intentions. 

Last year. By pure coincidence, two famous Amer- 
ican weekly magazines published, simultaneously, an 
issue with tee same cover: A photograph of football 
star O.J. Simpson distributed to teem by a third 
party. One of tee magnnes however decided to 
modify the photo in a way to make Simpson's face 
"blacker." The trick was done using a computer 
process. Only the comparison between both covers 
made readers realise that one of them had been 
touched up — causing an obvious embarrassment to 
the guilty magazine. 

An interesting essay by Rod Usher (Time, March 
77, 95) tackled the worrisome subject of virtual 
pornography. Wifb the help of a PC, an image 
scanner and a painting software, a pedophile had 
used a combination of legally published photographs 
to fabricate virtual, but incredibly "real-looking” 
images of children that he transmitted over the 
telephone lines to other computers. No legal action 
could be taken against him since the images he 
obtained did not correspond to any real situation nor 
lying children. There are no laws to cover such cases 
yeL 

Usher adds that computer-generated vileness is 
even more horrible than the actual thing for “there 
can never be a real cry, a real tear ” in it. 

The French Cultural Centre in Amman last year 
hosted a lecture on “Virtual Images. ” Viewers were 
treated to a short promotional fum by Renault, the 
car-maker, showing a new model driving on a 
pleasant country road. Hadn't the lecturer revealed 
that the him was entirely virtual and computer- 
produced, everybody, including tee writer of this 
column who attended the lecture, would have taken 
the car, tee road and the scenery for reality. 

Publishers are becoming very cautious with the 
graphic material they have to handle. A new attitude, 
a new approach is required but has not yet been 
defined. Lawmakers have some arduous. homework 
to do. ‘ 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad 

TANTALIZING FACTS 

& It is not recorded in the Bible that Jesus was ever 
rick. 

ir Fish has the same number of scales during their 
entire lifetime. 

& The first appendectomy was performed in 1736. 
ft German silver does not contain any silver at all. 
fr The eyes of an elephant are only slightly larger than 
tee eyes of a man. 

it That common house fly does not breed in Alaska. 

Hr All snake eggs are white or cream coloured, 
it In 1800 , only about 7 per cent of the United States 
population were church members. 

ft Pigs were used in ancient Egypt to tread seeds into 
the ground and thmsh grain. 

it The average life of a spider is only one year, 
it fr it it it 

LET’S CHAT LN ARABIC 

— He has no money. Laysa ma'abo fuloos. 

— I had 10 dinars only. Ma'cashratodauaueerfaqaL 

— Fve not enough time to see you. 

Laysa indJ waqtan kafe'yan h-arak. 

— All this is for you. KoBo hatha min aflek. 

— One and two are three. 

Wahid wa etbnatn yusawi thalatha. 

— We want oranges for one dinar and a half. 

Noreed bartnqahm bcdinar wa n«f. 

— She had a small house and a big garden. 

TamHk manzda n s a gbir a n wa badeeqatan kabirab. 

— The book you search for is in the drawer. 

Al-kitab afZatei tab'hatbo anbu ISd-dmj. 

— I want a ticket for Egypt, 

Oreedo tatb’karatan ela Mts*. 

— She was here with me yesterday. 

Kanat m a'e bona bB-ams. 

it fr it it it 

TV JOKES 

ir HE: “Is this show dean?” 

“SHE: “Sure. IBs a soap opera.” 
it That TV star is so rich. He's got four Mercedes — 
on each direction! 

•it It's a quizz show — only in reverse: 

If you answer the question — you're a certified 
dope 1 

it That TV show had a happy ending. Everything was 
glad when it was over. 

it There's one thing you can say about some crime 
shows: It's a crime they stay on tee air! 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is the "key of the Mediterranean?” 


A. Shuqair 

2. What is a borologer? 

3. What is pin-money? 

4. What are gewgaws? 

5. What is capital punishment? 

6. What is a Sirdar? 

7. What is Reichstag? 

8. What does “asdepius” stand for? 

ir it it fr ir 



PICTURE & COMMENT 
Kevin Carter, 34, a Sooth African photographer 

won the 1994 Pulitzer Prize for this picture which 
be took while tooting Sudan. The picture shows a 
Sudanese cbBd facing inevitable death due to 
starvation. A vulture in the baekround could be 
seat prepared to swoop down this poor little 
creature! 

ft it fr it it 

PUZZLES 
HEADS ALIKE 

• 

Although the “heads” of these mammals are the 
same on paper it doesn't necessarily follow that they 
ate alike. Vetymuch the reverse, in fad. Can you till 
in the missing letters and reveal them in their 
entirety? 

The missing letters are indicated by dots. 

1. COY.. COY.. 

2. JACK... JACK.. 

3. KO... BEAR KO.... BEAR 

4. MAN.... MAN..... 

5. MON... MON..... 

6. PAN.. PAN.... 

7. FOR POR 

8. WAL... WAL... 


New club extraordinaire 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

Forget the Royal Automobile Club, forget the 
Orthodox i Club, foiget all other clubs in Amman. 

Today, this column brings you the exclusive premier 
of the unveiling of Amman's latest inclusive dub. 

With an eye on making all car drivers automatic 
members of this dub, it was named the Left Lane 
Drivers’ Club. A typical ihember of this dub is the 
sort of driver that both you and I come across 
everyday. You probably know the sort of driver I'm 
talking about. The sort who, when on the road, 
drives in the left lane and just stays there while 
driving at a speed far more appropriate for the 
right-hand lane of the road. 

All this of course means that we. drivers and all, 
are not fully aware, if not totally ignorant to the fact, 
that in this country the left lane is reserved for fast 
moving traffic while all other lanes are for slower 
moving traffic. 

But, and so typical of us. we have over the years 
made up our own rules as far as driving on the left 
side of a road is concerned. Hence the Left Lane 
Drivers' Club. But again, if you look harder at this 
situation, you discover, as was rightly pointed out to 
me, that a great number of drivers choose to sit on 
the fence and drive in the middle until, either 
willingly or unwillingly , they make or are forced to 
make a decision. 

One of the funnier sides to this where-to-drive 


dilemma is that these slow moring drivers on the left 
appear, at most times, convinced that they have the 
right to drive where they are driving and at the speed 
at which they are driving. But because this presumed 
right to do things and to behave in certain ways 
manifests itself so openly when we drive be it where 
and how we drive or where and how we choose to 
park, an explanation is called for. 

Beneath all this talk of priorities in driving lies the 
deeper issue of citizenship and that of the genuine 
love of others. In most cases, those at the higher end 
of the social scale think that they can park in the 
middle of a street because they happen to believe it is 
a given privilege that comes with their status. So they 
do it out of selfishness and total lack of respect for 
the needs of others. Meanwhile, those at the lower 
end of the social scale do it out of carelessness and 
ignorance. 

It is also true that both parties do it out of need, 
their need. But what about the needs of other 
drivers? What about the needs of pedestrians when 
these drivers park on the pavements? Whatever 
happened to the utopian vision of community spirit 
and care for others? 

What it all comes down to is that all of us can have 
our membership in the Left Lane Drivers' Club 
annulled when, and only when, we start behaving 
like the responsible citizens we aspire to be and to be 
treated as such. 


Thursday, April 20 

130 Dennis The Menace 

130 My Secret Identity 

2:00 N.B.A. 

3:00 Survival 

330 Blue Heelers 

430 French Programme 

730 The Album Show 

830 Blue Revolution 

9:15 E.N.G. 

1030 News In En glish 

1030 Feature Film — The Good Fight 
- 1230 The Burning Shores 

Friday, April 21 

1:00 UR Of 

130 Why Didn't I Think Of That? 

2:00 A Year In The Life 

2:45 Feature F3m — Mob Boss 
4:15 White Fang 

4:45 French Programme 

730 African Skies 

830 Documentary — QED 

830 Yon Bet Your Lite 

9:10 The Law And Harry McGraw 

10:00 News La English 

1030 Documentary — Mian Dragons 

Hong Kong 

1130 Feature Film — The Golden Rod 

Saturday, April 22 

230 Dog City 

230 Harry And The Hendersons 
330 Witness To Survival 
3:30 Road To Avonlea 
4:00 Gillette World Sport 
430 Tarzan 

5:00 French Prograaaaaaae 
730 The Bold And The Beautiftil 
830 Documentary — Life In The Freezer 
830 The Nanny 

930 Documentary — Dive The World 

9:15 Cape Rebel 

10:00 News La En glish 

1030 Feature Film — Best Kept Secrets 
1230 Tanaaaaera 

Sunday, April 23 

230 Animated Classics — Siaabad 

330 Feature Film — The Biggest Battle 
430 Tarzan 

5:00 French Prog ramm e 
7:30 The Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Masterpieces Of Literature 
830 Almost Home 


9:10 The Other Side Of Paradise 
1030 News In English 
1030 Feature Film — For Love Alone 
Starring: Helen Buday & Sam Neill 
1230 The Hidden Room 
1230 Grace And Favour 

Monday, April 24 

2:00 Madeline 
230 Munster's Today 
330 Hard Time On Planet Earth 
330 Pals 

4:15 The language Of Annuals 
430 Tarzan 

. 530 French Programme 
730 The Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Documentary — Voyager 
830 Laurie HU1 
9:10 The Contender 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 Strauss Dynasty 
10:20 Feature FUm — Lethal Exposure 
Starring: Ally Sheedy & Francois Geudron 
Tuesday, April 25 

2:00 Captain Planet 
230 I Witness Video 
330 Road To Avonlea 
430 Tarzan 

530 French Programme 

730 The Bold And The Beautiful 

8:00 Documentary — The Nature Of Things 

830 Desmond's 

9:10 Jack The Ripper 

1030 News In E nglish 

1030 Seafortb 
1230 Lonesome Dove 

Wednesday, April 26 

230 The FUntstones 
230 Hot Shots 
330 Beakman's World 
330 Movies , Games And Videos 
430 Amazing Stories 
430 Tarzan 

530 French Programme 
73Q The Bold And The Beautiful 
030 The Marvellous Machine 
830 GP 

9:15 Berlin Break 
1030 News In fZ agist 
10:20 Prism 
10:40 Dandelion Dead 
1230 Keeping Up Appearances 
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African itch drives victims towards suicide 


By Carl Hartman 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — One 
variety of the tiny white 
worm causes the disease 
widely known as “river 
blindness. ” Now, after a 
25 year campaign to con- 
trol it, attention is focus- 
ing on a forest-dwelling 
variety that makes some 
of its victims so itchy they 
want to die. 

Besides the terrible 
itch, this variety wrinkles 
and spots the skin and 
causes other pains and 
troubles, said Dr. Tore 


Godal, who heads a new 
World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) project to rid 
Africa of onchocerca vol- 
vulus within 10 years. 

The World Bank ■ has 
announced that it is look- 
ing for $100 million for the 
project. Dr. Godal said 
the cost could be less than 
$1 per victim each year. 
An estimated 15 Bullion 
people live in countries 
where no effective control 
programme has been 
undertaken , including 9 
million with the forest 
variety of the disease. 


Dr. Godal said he knew 
of no actual suicides, but 
the fact that some of its 
victims say they are think- 
ing of killing themselves 
rather than endure the in- 
tense discomfort, shows 
bow seriously they take 
the affliction. 

“It’s especially hard on 
the women/* Dr. Godal 
said in an interview. “Skin 
disfigurement stigmatises 
a person — a bigger prob- 
lem than many people 
think.** 

Onchocerca volvulus is 
a white worm only 1J 


centimentres long. Its eggs 
are carried 
other victims by blood- 
sucking black flies. 

The “savanna*' strain of 
the disease, 
onchocerciasis, mostly bits 
Africans over 40. It is 
sometimes called " river 
blindness ” because the 
black fly breeds in swiftly 
Bowing rivers. 

Sprays from aircraft 
hold down the black By, 
and once a year patients 
get a drug called Ivermec- 
tin , which kills newly 
hatched worms. Merck , 


the company that makes 
the drug, gives it without 
charge, but the project is 
still expected to cost $500 
million by the time it is 
completed in 2002. 

The "forest strain ' ' does 
not blind but brings on the 
itch , especially in people 
between 20 and 40. It also 
scars , making the skin 
look puckered like a 
lizard’s or spotted like a 
leopard's. 

“ Affected people... are 
considered as dangerous , 
dirty and are avoided... 
likened to an animal on 


the basis of... skin and 
behaviour says a U.N. 
study. 

For the “ savanna " 
strain that causes blind- 
ness, the World Bank and 
WHO got donors together 
for a successful control 
programme in a swath of 
11 countries under the 
hump of Africa, from 
Senegal to western 
Ethiopia. The grassy plain 
and sparse trees make the 
characteristic “savanna** 
landscape. 

Now , the agencies want 
to expand coverage to 16 


other countries where the 
forest variety is more pre- 
valent. 

Most of Zaire is 
affected . and so are parts 
of 15 other countries , 
from Guincau-Bissau on 
the Atlantic coast to 
Ethiopia and Mali in the 
east. The study estimated 
that more than three out 
of four people in most of 
these areas suffer Bom the 
itching. 

It can also affect the 
victim's sex life. 

11 My performance is in- 
adequate, ” complained 


one husband, quoted in a 
WHO press release. 

Areas where the disease 
is concentrated are being 
mapped by two special 
programmes run by the 
World Bank, the World 
Health Organisation and 
the U.N. Development 
Programme. Nigeria,- 
Africa’s most populous 
country, has been Billy co- 
vered and Cameroon is 
due to be finished bv 
June. 

Dr. Godal hopes to 
have the detailed maps by 
next year. 


Canada’s health care system to undergo surgery 


By Robert Kozak 

Reuter 

OTTAWA — Canada’s 
health care system , 
admired as being one of 
the world’s best, may soon 
undergo some major 
surgery. 

Under pressure from 
hefty budget deficits, 
politicians of all stripes are 
searching desperately for 
ways to cut the bulging 
costs of Canada's state- 
funded health care sys- 
tem. 


Speaking to newspaper 
editors in Dallas this 
week, Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien 
vowed to save the distinc- 
tive system that allows 
Canadians to go to the 
doctor of their choice and 
stay in hospital at no 
charge. 

“ The fact is that no one 
in Canada needs to worry 
about medical bills , ” Mr. 
Chretien said. 

Canadians spent an esti- 
mated 72 billion Canadian 
dollars ($51 billion) on 


health care in 1993, and 
health costs have risen to 
more than 10 per cent of 
gross domestic product 
from 8.7 per cent of GDP 
a decade ago. 

In the United States, 
where there is no univer- 
sal coverage , health costs 
■ accounted for 14.4 per 
cent of economy produc- 
tion in 1993. 

Canada's federal gov- 
ernment wants to cut the 
amount it spends on 
health care to a level clos- 
er to that of Europe. 


“ I’m of the view that we 
have to reduce it to under 
nine (per cent of GDP), to 
be in the same range as 
those who have full medi- 
care in Europe.” Mr. 
Chretien said recently. 
“They manage to do it 
within around eight to 
nine per cent of GDP, so 
we will do it.” 

' Health care is a respon- 
sibility of the provinces, 
but Ottawa transfers 
money to them to help 
cover costs and ensure 
uniform national stan- 


dards. 

This year’s federal 
budget laid out ground- 
breaking changes to the 
way health care is funded. 
Ottawa will leave it up to 
the provinces to decide 
bow much to spend on 
health out of an envelope 
of cash it provides for so- 
cial programmes. 

Critics claim that along 
with changing its funding 
method, the government 
will also cut about 2.0 
billion Canadian dollars 
($1.4 billion) for health 


care over three years. 

‘ Ottawa has promised 
that the provinces will still 
ensure that health care 
nationwide remains pub- 
licly funded and adminis- 
tered and maintains uni- 
forms standards. 

But critics are not so 
sure. 

“If it’s up to the pro- 
vinces to decide how the 
dollars are spent, how is 
the government going to 
maintain the... Standards 
of the Health Act?” said 
National Federation of 


Nurses President Kath- 
leen Connors. 

The federal government 
plans to enforce national 
health standards by with- 
holding transfer funds 
from the provinces if 
necessary. That may not 
work, critics say. 

University of Ottawa 
Health Policy Professor 
Jane Fulton noted that last 
year the federal govern- 
ment fined the British 
Columbia government be- * 
cause 14 B.C. doctors 
were operating outside the 


health plan. The province 
. ignored the Bne. 

“The provinces aren't 
afraid of Ottawa any- 
more,” she says. 

The opposition Reform 
Party recently demanded 
that funding for health 
care be made more flexi- 
ble, with Ottawa guaran- 
teeing so-called “core” 
services across the coiuh 
try. Other “non-core” ser- 
vices — such as cosmetic 
surgery — would be pro- 
vided for by private user 
plans, or by fees to users. 


Hereditary breast , ovarian cancer gene implicated in non - inherited tumors 


By Malcolm Ritter 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Scientists 
have found the Brst direct 
evidence that a gene caus- 
ing hereditary breast and 
ovarian cancer also plays a 
role in far more common 
non-inherited tumors. 

The hereditary cases 
appear in women who in- 
herit a Bawed version of 
the gene, which fails to 
suppress the development 
of cancer as the normal 
gene does. Some 10 per 
Cent or less of breast and 
ovarian tumors are here- 
ditary. 

Now, for tl\e first time, 
scientists have found 
flawed versions of the 
gene in non-hereditary 


ovarian tumors. The genes 
were norma/ when inher- 
ited but became Bawed 
within the patients’ own 
bodies. 

In addition, other scien- 
tists have found that the 
gene is under-active in 
non-inherited breast can- 
cers, suggesting it may 
play a role in those tumors 
even if it is not Bawed. 

About 182,000 cases of 
.breast cancer and 26,600 
cases of ovarian cancer are 
expected to be diagnosed 
in American women this 
year. 

The - gene, called 
BRGA1, causes about half 
of inherited breast can- 
cers. It made headlines 
last year when it was final- 
ly found after a Jong 


search. 

The finding of flawed 
BRCA1 genes in non- 
inherited ovarian tumors 
is reported by two groups 
in the April issue of the 
journal Nature Genetics. 
One group, from the uni- 
versities of Michigan and 
Pennsylvania and the 
National Institutes of 
Health, reports the find- 
ing in four of 47 tumors. A 
second team , from Eng- 
land and Canada, found a 
single example. 

Results suggest that 
Baws in the BRCA1 gene 
may be involved in at least 
10 per cent of non- 
inherited ovarian can- 
cers, said Dr. Sofia Mera- 
Jver of the University of 
Michigan, Medical School. 


lead author of one report. 

Some regions of the 
gene have not yet been 
thoroughly examined, and 
they may produce more 
examples of Baws in non- 
inherited cancer, she said. 

The gene could be im- 
plicated in still more cases 
if its anti-cancer control is 
stymied by other means, 
such as defects in other 
genes that turn BRCA1 
on and off, she said. 

That idea is advanced in 
the breast cancer study, 
which also appears in Nature 
Genetics. Researchers 
Bonf the Vanderbilt Uni-' 
versity School -of Medicine 
in Nashville , Tennesee, 
report that the BRCA1 
gene is much less active in 
non-inherited breast 
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Lsat Week’s Cryptoirses 

1. Famous banjo player flies to jungle country to perform in 
n concert for big money. 

2. Ingenious washerwoman damps sudsy wash water onto nig 
sty — hogwnsh! 

3. In caserns, stalactites grow down ea they drip, and 
stalagmites may develop upward under thorn. 

4. Syzygy: That time when and, Earth and our moon are 
amazingly aligned all In a row. 
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RO HIVUK ED WTRDC EW ORIKNK PRAT 

WRY OLD T RICK? - By Ed Boddleson 

3. TLIP LOROY YRALZ’S ABOLDRNBUZl NBF 

LORD? LII TUB GBBTQWK ’LWA PQXXQWK 
YNLY FBWY RW ERCQW YNURDKK fNE 
UZBT — By RiuSolvefa 

a. S eep dmitlfd et kipfg vohdp 

VDBILWEXY: “OB’Y FORD TWBEBOSJ TOYW 

09 1 KIXXDF ET VEBRDOV." — By Saonc EL McGopy 

4. MRWB w MUSIC CLUB SB .BBLVC Oil BE 
AWSI W BLOW M8BR W AflUHEVE. 

-By FrmnJt N. Stale 


tumors than in normal 
breast tissue. 

In addition, when the 
researchers artificially re- 
duced the effect of 
BRCA1 in normal and 
cancerous breast cells, it 
made the cells grow and 
divide faster. Such fast 


growth is a hallmark of 
cancer. 

The results support the 
notion that a decrease in 
the control BRCA1 exerts 
over cell growth can help 
cause non-inherited breast 
cancer, said Vanderbilt 
Researcher Jeffrey Holt. 


That could occur even if 
the BRCAl gene is per- 
fectly normal. The de- 
crease could be caused by 
defects in genes that con- 
trol BRCAl's activity 
levels. Dr. Holt said. Sci- 
entists can now try to 
identify those genesandsee 


if they are Bawed in non- 
inherited breast and ova- 
rian cancer, he said. 

Dr. Barbara Weber of 
the University of Pennsyl- 
vania School of Medicine 
in Philadelphia called Dr. 
Holt's work “an important 
lead. ” 


Military technology takes 
aim at breast cancer 


By Joanne Kenen 

Reuter - 

WASHINGTON — 
Women’s health advo- 
cates and the CIA, in an 
unusual alliance , recently 
showed off some of the 
ultra high-tech military 
technology they are trying 
to adapt to save women 
Bom breast cancer. 

Soldiers, spies and rock- 
et scientists are working 
with radiologists , cancer 


specialists and : ;pvbH'c 
health officials. /to : find', 
medical adaptations for- 
technology used to track 
an enemy missile or map 
the surface of Mars. 

The programme is “an 
innovative transfer of 
technology Bom the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency’s 
(CIA) world of satellites 
and missiles to the Public 
Health Service’s world of 
women and breast can- 
cer,” said Dr. Susan 


Shorter antibiotic use 
works in U.S. sinus 
infection study 


By Brenda C . Coleman 

The Associated Press 

CHIC A GO — People 
with sinus infections reco- 
vered just as well after 
taking three days of an 
antibiotic as they did after 
taking the usual 10-day 
course , according to a new 
study. 

The research contra- 
dicts conventional wisdom 
that more than a week of 
antibiotic treatment is 
needed to give such drugs 
a chance to wipe out the 
infection. 

Sinus infections send 
Americans to doctors’ 
offices 16 million times 
yearly , and physicians 
write almost that many 
antibiotic prescriptions 
annually for the condition, 
the researchers noted in 
the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association . 

The lead study author 
said patient savings could 
be close to $50 million a 
year. 

“They would save $4 or 
$5 for each visit, ” said Dr. 
John W. Williams Jr. of 
Audie I. Murphy Memo- 
rial Veterans Hospital and 
the University of Texas 
Health Science Centre at 
San Antonio, Texas. 

The team studied 80 
consecutive patients tre- 
ated for sinus infections at 
the Durham (North Caro- 
lina) Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centre. 

Patients all received 
over-the-counter nasal 
sprays and also were ran- 
domly assigned to one of 
two groups: one group got 


three days of the antibiotic 
trimethoprim- 
sulfamethoxazole , fol- 
lowed by seven days o f an 
inert medication ; the 
other group got a 10-day 
course of the antibiotic. 

After two weeks. 77 per 
cent of the group that was 
treated for three days re- 
ported their infections had 
been cured or were much 
improved. 

That was virtually the 
same as the 76 per cent of 
the group that reported 
their infections were cured 
or much improved after 10 
days of treatment. 

It took about five days 
for both groups to get 
better, and the rates of 
relapse and recurrence 
were similar. 

The authors cautioned 
that their findings may not 
apply to antibiotics other 
than trimethoprim- 
sulfamethoxazole, which 
tends to stay in the body a 
relatively long time and 
may have a more lingering 
effect than other antibio- 
tics. 

The researchers also 
noted that while studies 
have shown that antibio- 
tics work against the infec- 
tions, no single medicine 
has emerged as superior. 

The research was partly 
funded by Burroughs 
Wellcome Co., Research 
Triangle Park, North 
Carolina, which markets 
trimethoprim- 
sulfamethoxazole under 
the trade name Septra. It 
is also sold under the trade 
name Bactrim. 


Bhunehtbal, the top. offi- 
cial fpr women’s health ti- 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser- 
vices. 

Mammograms are a 40- 
year-old technology , and 
an imperfect way of catch- 
ing breast cancer in its 
earliest stages , when a 
woman’s chances of sur- 
vival are best. The new 
technologies aim at en- 
hancing early detection, 
which research continues 
on potential treatments 
and prevention. 

One American woman 
is diagnosed with breast 
cancer every three mi- 
nutes and one dies every 
12 minutes Bom the ill- 
ness, Dr. Blumenthal 
said. 

Dr. Blumenthal said she 
could not predict which of 
the new technologies 
would be available first, or 
how quickly they would be 
widely available to 
women. But she said cli- 
nical trials would start 
soon on some of the new 
digital techniques. 

Research is under way 
in several fields — digital 


; mammography . computer 
aided diagnoses , magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI), 
ultrasound and optical 
targetting. 

The technology that can 
" memorise ” a landscape 
thousands of miles away 
and sound the alert when 
a single tank rolls in can 
be adapted to memorise 
breast tissue and point 
radiologists to a tiny new 
growth. 

Dr. Blumenthal said 
that someday the imaging 
will be precise enough to 
determine whether a 
growth is cancerous by 
seeing if it’s edges are 
smooth or ragged. 

Acting CIA Director 
Admiral William Stude- 
man said advances will 
aBow cooputea to exactly aSffi 
a woman’s “ baseline ” 
mammogram with a later 
image. 

After they are lined up, 
the imaging device would 
basically erase all the 
identical images — the un- 
changed healthy tissue — 
leaving in the picture only 
the new data that could be 
cancer. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. The fortress of Gibraltar. 

2. A maker of clocks and watches. 

3. Money allowed to a wife for the purchase of 
clothes and ornaments. 

4. Showy trifles. 

5. Punishment of death. 

6. A chief or bead officer in Afghanistan. Previous- 
ly, the head of the army in Egypt 

7. The German parliament. ' 

8. In Greek myth, god of medicine, son of Apollo 
and Coronis. Worshipped as god of healing, 
especially at Epidaums. Slain by Zeus for reviving 
Hippolytus. Serpent and cock sacred to him. 
Known as Aesculapius by Romans. 
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1. COYPU 

2. JACKASS 

3. KOALA BEAR 

4. MANATEE 

5. MONKEY 

6. PANDA 

7. PORPOISE 

8. WALRUS 
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Jordan, PNA finalise draft accords, 
but sees implementation diffi culties 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

^MMAN — Jordan and the' 
Palestinian National Authority 
(?NA) on Wednesday put final 
touches to several agreements on 
cooperation but cited obstacles 
blocking their implementation. 

Comments made by Deputy 
prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
gawabdeh. who led the Jorda- 
nian side to the meeting at the 
foreign Ministry, as Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. the chief Palesti- 
nian delegare, also highlighted a 
controversy surrounding quota 
for pilgrims for this year's Haj in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said Jordan. 
Miich normally issues own travel 
(Joanne nts to Arab-Jsraeli and 
Palestinian pilgrims, was no lon- 
ger willing to accept that Arab- 
Israeli or Palestinian pilgrims be 
considered pan of the quota set 
by Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the 
pNA was ready to accept Arab 
Israeli pilgrims as pan of the 
Palestinian quota and that the 
issue was under discussion with 
die Saudi authorities. 

In their comments after a 
rooming meeting. Mr. Rawab- 
dfh and Mr. Abed Rabbo. mints- 
v. ter of culture and information in 
_ (be PNA based in Gaza and 
Jericho, also touched on the 
.issue of Hamas, an opponent of 
the autonomy deal signed be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel. 

Mr. Rawabdeh reaffirmed that 
Jordan, while remaining commit- 
ted to democracy and the free- 
dom of expression, would not 
allow its territory to be used 
against any Arab leadership. 

After a spate of violence in the 
Gaza Strip, the PNA called on 
Jordan to curtail the activities of 
Hamas members living in the 
Kingdom. 

Jordan complied with the re- 
quest by asking Hamas leaders 
— who are Jordanian citizens — 
hem not to issue Amman-based 
statements, but rejected that it 
w3S condoning Hamas' activities. 

The group is not a licensed 
organisation in Jordan and there- 
fore any political activities 
undertaken on behalf of the 
group in Jordan would be in 
violation of the Kingdom's laws, 
the Hamas spokesman in Am- 
man was told. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said 
Wednesday the PNA leadership 
was engaged in a dialogue with 
Hamas to curb anti-Israeli vio- 
lence which has cast serious 
. doubts over the implementation 
•_ of (he autonomy accord. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
charge d’affaires was quoted as 
' saying that Jordan and the PNA 
had finalised derailed agree- 
ments on cooperation in trans- 
port, culture, education and eco- 
nomic cooperation. but that im- 
plementing them could be ob- 
structed by Israel. 

The Associated Press quoted 
Omar Al Khatib as saying that 


the three agreements will be 
signed later this month. 

•The agreements will open the 
door for a new era in coopera- 
tion.” said Mr. Khatib. 

“But there is concern that re- 
lated agreements reached separ- 
ately by Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians with Israel might impose 
constraints on the scope of our 
cooperation with Jordan.” added 
Mr. Khatib. who participated in 
the meeting. 

Mr. Khatib was quoted as 
saying the concern was sparked 
by Israeli hindrance of similar 
accords reached with Jordan re- 
cently. 

He accused Israel of obstruct- 
ing a Jordanian-Palestinian post- 
al service accord by refusing to 

allow mail to leave Palestinian 
territories to Jordan. 

The dispute centres on the 
Palestinians use on the stamps of 
the word "millime." a fraction of 
the Palestinian pound, which the 
Israelis regarded as a Palestinian 
attempt to show economic inde- 
pendence. 

The Israelis insisted that in- 
stead it should be “fils,” a frac- 
tion of the Jordanian dinar, 
which is widely in use in the 
occupied territories and one of 
the main currencies in circulation 
in the West Bank and Ga 2 a 
Strip. 

In their comments after the 
meeting. Mr. Rawabdeh and Mr. 
Abed Rabbo. conceding that 
there were difficulties in im- 
plementing some of the agree- 
ments. said that the difficulties 
had nothing to do with the status 
of relations between Jordan and 
the PNA. 

Officials here have said that 
constraints imposed on 
Jordanian-Palestinian coopera- 
tion in various areas as well as 
the marked lack of infrastructure 
in the Palestinian territories were 
serious obstacles in realising the 
goals set by the leaderships. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb said Iasi month 
that the scope of Jordanian- 
Palestinian trade was limited by 
an economic agreement signed 
by the Palestinians and Israel 
setting out a list of items that the 
PNA could import from Jordan. 

Wednesday's meeting came in 
line with an agreement signed by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and PLO Chairman and 
PNA President Yasser Arafat. 
The Jan. 26 accord set out a 
broad outline for cooperation 
and called for specific, detailed - 
agreements in sectors. 

The Jordan News Agency,. 
Petra, said the meeting "re- 
viewed the unique relationship 
between Jordan and the Palesti- 
nian National Authority and ' 
means to promote it.” 

The meeting also reviewed 
"the means to implement the 
various agreements and pro- 
tocols and the steps already 
taken in economic affairs, indus- 
try. trade, transport, post and 
telecommunications, housing, 
culture, sports, youth and other 
fields.” 


“The two sides expressed 
keenness in enhancing coordina- 
tion in a manner that would 
safeguard the interests of both 
sides." it said. Both sides also 
“stressed their determination to 
pursue cooperation and coor- 
dination to attain a comprehen- 
sive and durable peace on all 
tracks (in the Middle East peace 
process) in line with internation- 
al legitimacy and United Nations 
Security Council resolutions." 

In his comments after the 
meeting. Mr. Rawabdeh said the 
two sides discussed "executive 
programmes” for the different 
agreements. 

"The accomplishments so far 
do not meet Lhe aspired level,, 
but they were steps on a long 
road." said the minister. "There 
are still some obstacles that im- 
pede the implementation of the 
cooperation programme but they 
are not related to the disting- 
uished Jordanian-Palestinian re- 
lationship.” 

Asked if the discussions co- 
vered Hamas, he said. "Hamas is 
a Palestinian national movement 
operating on Palestinian soil and 
is an integral part of the Palesti- 
nian order and it has its own 
special relationship with rhe 
PNA. 

"With regard to the statements 
that have been published, we in 
Jordan respect democracy and 
freedom and we tolerate the 
right of everyone to express their 
political views even if those views 
conflict with those of the govern- 
ment." 

"Jordan is not concerned with 
the Palestinian opposition." he 
said. “It does not tolerate or 
allow anything to emanate from 
Jordanian territory that damages 
or offends the PNA." 

"We tolerate the opposition 
within a framework of democra- 
cy and freedom and allow every- 
one to express his/her views on 
the Arab arena as a whole, but 
we will not accept any offence 
emanating from Jordanian terri- 
tory directed against any Arab 
leadership,” he reiterated. 

Jordan is still willing as ever to 
continue to offer the facilities it 
provides to Palestinian and 
Arab-Israeli pilgrims, but it 
would not accept any of them 
being considered as part of the 
Saudi-set quota for Jordanian 
pilgrims, said the deputy prime 
minister. 

“I have already relayed our 
views to the Palestinian delega- 
tion.” be said, noting that the 
issue concerned not only Jordan 
and the Palestinians but also 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

“Our temporary passport, 
.issued by Jordan, which is used 
normally by lhe 1948 ' Palesti- 
nians. is ready and available, but 
we do not accept the idea of the 
quota given to Jordan being 
shared with pilgrims from 
Palestinian territories,” he said. 

"We are coordinating this mat- 
ter with the Palestinian side and 
with Saudi Arabia as well. When 
the three parties rear* a deci- 
sion. then everyone will find that 


Jordan is ready to continue to 
offer its services..." 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said several 
executive protocols had been 
reached in implementation of the 
Jan. 26 accord, and "there arc 
others that will be finalised with' 
in two weeks at most.” 

“We are not talking about 
broad principles but about the 
means to implement these broad 
lines into practice and are discus- 
sing the difficulties that impede 
them how to overcome these- 
obs tacles through joint efforts." 
he said. 

"Agreement on paper of 
something, but applying what we 
agreed upon is something else." 
he said. "Unexpected problems 
may crop up. but the two sides 
are determined to pursue efforts 
to implement the agreements in 
full." 

He said sub-committees were 
continuing their meetings, noting 
that the panel on transport coop- 
eration was scheduled to meet 
next week and a draft agreement 
on trade was almost finalised. 

Jordan and the PNA wj]] also 
sign an agreement on cultural 
cooperation next week, he 
noted. 

On the issue of pilgrims. Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. “We are in 
contact with Saudi officials to 
solve these administrative issues 
and to consider pilgrims from the 
1945 lands as part of the Palesti- 
nian quota. I believe that this 
, issue could be resolved by today 
or tomorrow." 

On Hamas. Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said the PNA was holding con- 
tacts with the Hamas leadership 
on a "range of subjects." 

"Ail the Palestinian national 
and Islamic forces share the com- 
mon denominator — desire to 
end occupation and achieve the 
Palestinian national aspirations." 
he said. "There is a dialogue 
going on, and I believe that there 
is some progress. There arc 
many details that need to be 
tackled." 

Wednesday's meeting was 
attended on Jordanian side by 
Deputy Prime Minister apd In- 
formation Minister Khaled Al 
Karaki. Finance Minister Basel 
Jardaneh. Transport Minister 
Samir Kawar. Interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad. Post and 
Communications Minister Jamal 
Saraireh. Minister of Public 
Works Abdul Razak Ensour, 
Foreign Ministry Secretary- 
General Nayef Hadid and Direc- 
tor of the Foreign Ministry Poli- 
tical Department Abdullah 
Madadha. 

On the Palestinian side, the 
meeting was attended by PNA 
Minister of Transport Abdul 
A 2 iz Al Haj Ahmad. Minister of 
Post and Telecommunications 
Abdul Hafiz Al Ashhab. Finance 
Minister Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibi. Civil Affairs Minis- 
ter Jamil Tarifi. Minister of Ex- 
ecutive Authority Fuad Beiseso. 
Housing Minister Zakharia Al 
Agha and Palestinian Charge 
d'Affaires Omar Al Khatib. 


Peres sparks row over Golan 


(Cmtftuietl from page 1) 

plomatic relations. 

In Washington. U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton voiced hope 
Tuesday for peace between 
Israel and Syria but admitted 
a breakthrough was not im- 
minent. 

“I do believe that both 
Prime Minister Rabin and 
President (Hafez Al) Assad 
want to make a comprehen- 
sive peace,” he said. 

Mr. Peres called Tuesday 
for a change in the format of 
negotiations with Syria to 
cover all aspects of a peace 
package. Recent talks have 
focused on security arrange- 
ments. 

“We have to think about a 
more global approach and at 
the same time talk about 
withdrawal, drawing up a 
border, peace and the type of 


bilateral relations, security 
arrangements and a timet- 
able.” Mr. Peres said. 

But the Syrian press said: 
“Peres put forward nothing 
new and the agenda for the 
talks... does not need chang- 
ing for the problem lies with 
Israel's position and its refus- 
al to withdraw from the 
Golan.” 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
blamed Israel for “the failure 
of talks on security arrange- 
ments" which has dominated 
ambassador-level talks in 
Washington since they re- 
sumed in March. 

Information Minister 
Mohammad Salman once 
again ruled out talks between 
armv chiefs until Israel 
agreed “to the principles of 
equality" in security arrange- 
ments. 


Compromise over Libya 


(Continued from page 1) 

Egyptian experts will travel 
on the first flight to Libya to 
evaluate the state of airport 
runways and to make neces- 
sary preparations, a civil 
aviation source said. 

An emergency meeting of 
the board of Egypt Air was 
held to organise transport for 
the Libyans, as much of the 
company’s fleet is already 
tied up with flying Egyptian 
pilgrims to Mecca, the source 
added. 

The United Nations has 
banned flights to. and from 
Libya as part of sanctions 
imposed over the 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 

"We have an order from 
God," Saad Mujber, head of 
the Libyan pilgrims’ delega- 
tion, said earlier when asked 


whether the flight had the 
U.N.-go-ahead. 

Tripoli-based Arab diplo- 
mats said consultations were 
being held between several 
Arab countries and perma- 
nent members of the U.N. 
Security Council to find a 
way to exempt the pilgrimage 
flights from sanctions. 

The United States opened 
the door on Tuesday to a 
possible exception to U.N. 
sanctions so that Libyans 
might fly directly to Saudi 
Arabia for the Haj. 

The U.S. State’ Depart- 
ment said it would oonsiaer a 
request for such flights if it 
were made to the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee in New 
York. 

Saudi Arabia emphasised it 
had no objection to Libyan 
pilgrims attending the Haj. 


Jordan presents its position on nuclear treaty 
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(Continued from page 

the cold war, he said. 

Noting that the NPT signed 
-5 years ago, aimed at 
achieving a total ban on all 
nuclear weapons, the minis- 
ter noted the fact that the 
treaty failed so far to achieve 
its ultimate objectives. He 
expressed hope that the 
world community would suc- 
“cd in achieving this goal by 
preventing production of 
nuclear materials. 

While the nuclear arms 
race has been curtailed at the 
level of the superpowers, it 
was not fully realised at the 
regional level, said Mr. 

Kabariti. He pointed out that 
the existence of nuclear 
weapons in some countries 
has encouraged others to 
seek to possess them or to 
possess other kinds of 
weapons as is the case in the 
Middle East. 

He expressed hope that the 
world community would soon 
conclude a comprehensive 
treaty on a total ban of nuc-' 
lear tests, a step to be fol- 
kwed by a treaty on banning 
ihe production of materials 
ised in the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons. 

“Israel’s intransigence and 
tfamanr refusal to sign the 
'MPT will obstruct 


1) 


confidence-building mea- 
sures between the nations of 
the Middle East and deepen 
the psychological barriers 
separating them, which 
would eventually abort prog- 
ress so far made in the peace 
process." he said. 

"Israel's obstinancy.” he 
added, “would also expose 
lhe whole region to grave 
danger.” 

“Jordan believes that it 
would be very difficult to 
convince the peoples of the 
region of Israel’s crediblity 
and seriousness about attain- 
ing a just durable and com- 
prehensive peace unless it 
signs the NPT and places its 
nuclear facilities under inter- 
national monitoring and con- 
trol, he stressed. 

Noting that the U.N. 
General Assembly had pas- 
sed 20 resolutions in the past 
two decades calling for the 
creation of a nuclear-free 
zone in the Middle East, the 
minister said that it is regrett- 
able that none of these re- 
solutions had been im- 
plemented. 

Negotiations at the multi- 
lateral level in the peace pro- 
cess has also not succeeded in 
making any progress and in 
creating such zone, the minis- 


ter said. 

In conclusion, the minister 
said Jordan demands that 
nuclear nations honour their 
commitments; double efforts 
to reach a complete ban on 
nuclear weapons: intensify 
efforts to make available nuc- 
lear technology for peaceful 
purposes to non-nuclear na- 
tions; provide guarantees for 
security to non-nuclear na- 
tions; ensure the universality 
of the NPT and pressure 
Israel and other non- 
signatory nations to secure 
the effectiveness of the trea- 
ty; support the role of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency: and encourage the 
creation of nuclear-free zones 
around the world. 

Earlier, Mr. Kabariti said 
Jordan calls for dialogue at 
the bilateral and the multi- 
lateral levels for ensuring a 
nuclear-free zone in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Jordan's clear stand in this 
regared. which is expressed 
in the Jordanian- Israeli peace 
treaty, is in line with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
concerning weapons of mass 
destruction, the minister said 
following a meeting here with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

The two ministers re- 
viewed ideas to formulate a 


unified Arab stand vis-a-vis 
topics on the agenda of the 
conference on the renewal of 
the NPT. 

Despite an Arab League 
Council decision last month 
that Arab foreign ministers 
should take part in the New 
York conference only minis- 
ters of Syria. Lebanon and 
Egypt and Jordan are so far 
present at the meetingse, Mr. 
Kabariti noted. 

He said that he discussed 
with heads of the delegations 
the different issues but no 
agreement has yet been 
reached on a unified Arab 
stand. 

Mr. Kabariti said that he 
did not believe that any coun- 
try has threatened to with- 
draw from the NPT. stressing 
that Jordan was adopting a 
middle line, reconciling Jor- 
dan's national stand with that 
of the pan-Arab positions in a 
manner that caters to the 
strategic interests of the Arab 
World. 

Mr. Kabariti also met with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and his assis- 
tant Robert Pelletreau to dis- 
cuss Jordan's siand with re- 
gard to the NPT. 

He said Arab countries 
support the NPT but they 
demand that Israel should 
not be exempted from it. 
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Jordanian and Palestinian ministers meet in Amman on Wednesday (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Clinton 

presses 

Ciller 

(Continued from page 1) 

other rebel strongholds in 
Tunceli towards neighbour- 
ing provinces had been killed 
in the last 24 hours. 

While Turkey appears to 
be winding down its military 
offensive against PKK bases 
in northern Iraq, the most 
intensive fighting in recent 
days has been in Tunceli, 
long a hotbed of Kurdish 
rebel activity. 

Troops have up to 500 re- 
bels surrounded in Alibogazi, 
a 1. 500-metre deep gash 
which cuts through the 3.000- 
metre Munzur Mountains, 
the military says. 

The army suspects PKK 
regional commander Semdin 
Sakik may have died in the 
30-kilometre long ravine be- 
cause he has not answered 
radio messages from other 
rebel units in Turkey or ex- 
iled PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan for five days. 

Military officials said that 
troops captured Sakik's 
bodyguard who said the rebel 
chief had died in the shelling 
and that other' PKK rebels 
had taken away his body. 

Iraq lambasted Turkey on 
Wednesday for saying that its 
incursion into northern Iraq 
was in self-defence and in line 
with the United Nations char- 
ter. 


Shaath to meet Peres April 30 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) 
— Top Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath will meet Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres in Cairo on April 30 in 
a bid to spread Palestinian 
self-rule to the West Bank, it 
was announced Wednesday. 

The talks will focus on the 
long-delayed redeployment 
of the Israeli army in the 
occupied territory and elec- 
tions to a Palestinian self-rule 
council. Dr. Shaath said in a 
statement. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Mr. Peres 
decided during a telephone 
conversation Tuesday to 
stage the meeting of the 
Israel-Palestinian liaison 
committee. 

The body was set up by the 
1993 autonomy agreement to 
coordinate implementation 
of self-rule and to settle dis- 
putes. 

Dr. Sh3ath said he would 
also negotiate the release of 
Palestinian prisoners from 
Israeli jails, who are esti- 
mated al some 6.000. 

The statement said Israel 
was to have released 1,700 
prisoners on the eve of the 
Jan. 22 suicide bombing 
which killed 21 people near 
Tel Aviv and set back the 
peace process. 

The meeting — the first 
committee session since the 
bombing — will follow a new 
.round of lower-level negotia- 
tions on Palestinian elections 


in the Egyptian capital next 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Palestinian Local Govern- 
ment Minister Saeb Erakat 
said: “We hope to almost 
finish the talks on elections 
during this session.” 

The two sides have edged 
toward a deal in periodic 
talks on the elections and the 
size and power of the auton- 
omy council, but the question 
of redeployment of Israeli 
forces outside Palestinian 
towns has remained blocked, 
despite secret contacts. 

Israel meanwhile is floating 
the idea of a Palestinian stare 
in the Gaza Strip, fully aware 
of the PLO's rejection of it as 
a tactical “manoeuvre” to de- 
lay further the spread of self-* 
rule on the West Bank. 

Even some Israeli officials 
admit that Prime Minuter 
Yitzhak Rabin's proposal is 
intended to hold up the 
second phase of autonomy, 
which poses insuperable 
security problems. 

Mr. Rabin, who has always 
opposed a Palestinian state, 
said Sunday he could live 
with one limited to Gaz3. 

Mr. Peres first threw out 
the idea in February and re- 
turned to it in early April. 

But Mr. Rabin admitted: 
"1 don’t believe that any 
Palestinian will accept it. If 
the Palestinians proposed it 
there would be something to 
talk about.” 

The only plan acceptable 
to Mr. Arafat is a state on the 


West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip with East Jerusalem as 
its capital. 

"Egypt offered us a state in 
Gaza 20 years ago. We 
turned it down.” said an Ara- 
fat spokesman. “It's the same 
today." 

"The Israelis want to delay 
implementation of the auton- 
omy agreement. They are 
trying to hide." 

The 1993 agreement de- 
fines the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip as a single territo- 
rial unit and calls for an 
Israeli redeployment outside 
West Bank towns. 

Independence for Gaza 
would mean abandoning Jew- 
ish settlements and for that 
Mr. Rabin wants the Palesti- 
nians to put off the spread of 
autonomy. Under the agree- 
ment the settlements can re- 
main in place for at least five 
years. 

“The proposal is that if the 
Palestinians set aside their 
demands on the West Bank. 
Israel is ready to make Gaza 
a state." a top Israeli official 
said. 

A Rabin aide outlined the 
advantages. , 

"It is easier for Israelis to 
-envisage a Palestinian state in 
Gaza than in the West 
Bank." the aide said. 

"It would facilitate talks on 
the West Bank. There would 
no longer be a knife at our 
throats, particularly to solve 
questions of security.” 


Crown Prince urges fresh thinking and approach 


(Continued from page 1) 


basing these positions on sci- 
entific evidence and hard 
facts.” 

The Crown Prince gave an 
example of how the Arab 
World failed to take a stand 
on the issue of the so-called 
Islamic fundamentalism and 
he called for building new 
intellectual frameworks in 
which such phenomena can 
be understood and judged. 

"A fair observer cannot 
ignore violent actions under- 
taken by some in the n?me of 
religion, and the increasingly 
violent conflict between rul- 
ing establishments and reli- 
gious movements in many 
countries of the world,” 
Crown Prince Hassan said. 

”We hear that this phe- 
nomenon is explained in the 
West in terms of its being a 
new socio-economic case, or 
the result of living in illusions 
for so long, or it is a 
reawakening. But we in the 
Arab World have not taken a 
scientific stand on it. (Fun- 
damentalism) could be 
actually linked to those who 
condemn it from outside (the 
Arab World). Still (we can- 
not absolve ourselves) of the 
need to establish intellectual 
frameworks in which we can 
safely accept or reject things 
as they areu” 

The Crown Prince urged 
the conferees, who come 
from most Arab countries, to 
keep in mind the economic 
setbacks which threaten the 
Arab World. 

“Rarely do we find an 
Arab economy that is able to 
meet the requirements of 
continuous development... 
this is not necessarily a finan- 
cial phenomenon. It is rather 
(a problem of finding) a new 
social contract under which 
wealth is redistributed and 
responsibilities reassigned... 
we have to find economic 
frameworks that define eco- 
nomic relationships inside in- 
dividual Arab countries and 
then find ways for linking the 
economies pf countries in the 
region. We have also to. 
Sttune our international com- 
mitments to what we think is 
the right relationship among 
our countries." 

The Crown Prince re- 


minded members of the 
Forum that its founders had 
intended it to be a bridge for 
filling the gap rhat existed 
between Arab thinkers and 
decision-makers, since the 
main problem that was iden- 
. rifled at the time was how to 
make the “political decision 
more consistent and perma- 
nent.” 

Today, the challenge is to 
identify what has changed, 
the Crown Prince continued, 
whether in terms of geogra- 
phy. demography, or what 
the Arabs themselves want. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
stressed that dialogue re- 
mains the best way to im- 
prove the Arab political per- 
formance. and he was ex- 
tremely satisfied that the con- 
vening of Wednesday meet- 
ing was a positive vote to- 
wards solving Arab conflicts 
and misunderstandings. 

“The Forum had paid great 
attention to revitalising and 
improving the performance 
of Arab institutions,” he 
noted “what needs to be 
done now is for the Arab 
intellectuals to work out 
terms of reference for those 
institutions so that we do not 
stay on the receiving end as 
far as the ideas for reshaping 
the Middle East are con- 
cerned." 

Petra adds from Doha: The 
Crown Prince and defence 
minister of Qatar, Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifeh Al Tha- 
ni, urged the Forum to tackle 
Arab affairs with objectivity 
and aim ai formulating pan- 
Arab ideas and concepts, 
catering to Arab and Islamic 
Culture and contributing to- 
wards a general Arab renaiss- 
ance and progress. 

Sheikh Hammad empha- 
sised that peace in the Middle 
East should be comprehen- 
sive and just. He said that 
peace was vital for achieving 
development in the region. 
Sheikh Hammad emphasised 
that Arab and Muslim scho- 
lars bear rhe responsibility 
towards the well-being of 
their societies. 

Noting that Arab scholars 
face a major challenge in 
guiding the nation out of its 
dilemmas. Sheikh Hammad 


said that the Arab World 
awaits the Forum to come up 
with an integrated formula 
that would help in achieving 
further development and 
progress. 

Earlier Wednesday, the 
Crown Prince was received 
by Qatari Emir Sheikh Khali- 


fa Ben Hammad Al Thani at 
Al Rayan Palace. Prince Has- 
san mid Sheikh Khalifeh re- 
viewed pan- Arab affairs, the 
Middle East peace process 
and Qatari-Jordanian rela- 
tions in addition to the 
Forum’s role as a pan-Arab 
organisation. 


Lloyd’s observation going well 


(Continued from page 12) 

violations of the sanctions 
against Iraq and report to 
the sanctions committee. 

The surveyors take part 
in the customs inspection of 
Jordan-bound cargo only at 
random without prior 
notice. 

But they check every 
consignment in transit to 
Iraq. Food and medicine — 
exempt from the sanctions 
— are automatically 
cleared out of the port. 
Other Iraqi- bound goods 


are cleared only if they are 
accompanied by approval 
from the sanctions commit- 
tee. 

“With the exception of a 
few instances where papers 
were not in order, we have 
not found any attempt to 
violate the sanctions” while 
inspecting Iraq-bound car- 
go in transit at Aqaba, he 
said. 

“The arrangement is 
working out very well. It is 
.very efficient, and there are 
no delays for shipments,” 
he said. “It is a pleasure to 
do business in Jordan.” 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED 

International company has immediate opening 
for an executive secretary / assistant to com- 
pany president . Excellent work environment . 
We are seeking' an experienced secretary 
committed to continuity of employment . 

Job Requirements : 

- Excellent command of English language - 
spoken and written . prefer individual who has 
English as their native language . Arabic helpful 
but not absolutely necessary . 

- Strong secretarial skills including use of com- 
puter . Current software in use : Microsoft Word 
for Windows , Excel Spreadsheet , PCLink . 

- Sufficient previous experience essential . posi- 
tion requires experienced secretary capable of 
taking independent action in president’s 
absence. 

- Competitive salary based on experience . 
Hours 8:30 a.m - 1:00p.m . 3:30 p.m - 6:00 p.m 
Saturday and Monday through Thursday . 

For information / interview , please 

contact : 

Tel : 661836 Fax : 60S277 
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qllar hovers around 80 yen after hitting new low 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar 
was hovering above 80 yen 
Wednesday afternoon after 
plunging to a fresh post- 
world war low. as Japan’s 
finance minister warned the 
United States against using 
its weak currency as a trade 
tool. 

The dollar was quoted at 
around 80.15 yen in after- 
noon Tokyo trade, lifted off 
its new low of 79.75 yen hit in 
the morning by operators’ 
short-covering. 

In comments that appeared 
to be aimed at Washington, 
the minister said that it was 
wrong to use currencies as a 
trade negotiating tool and 
that both intervention and 


interest rate policies were 
effective to counter the yen’s 
rise. 

“Currencies must reflect 
economic fundamentals, and 
when they fail to do so, we 
must make utmost efforts to 
let them (reflect fun- 
damentals)," he told a news 
conference. 

■The U.S. currency has 
plummeted more than 20 per 
cent this year, from a high of 
101.45 yen in January. 

Many dealers suspect 
Washington may be tolerat- 
ing, if not encouraging, a 
weak dollar to pry trade con- 
cessions from Japan. 

President Bill Clinton told 
a news conference earlier 


that the United States wanted 
a stronger dollar, but he 
raised questions about gov- 
ernments’ ability to affect 
currency direction in the 
short term. 

Mr. Clinton also highlight- 
ed gaps between Japan and 
the United States over trade 
— differences which are 
weighing heavily* on the dol- 
lar’s value. 

“We have been very pa- 
tient as a country for a very 
long time in this area,” he 
said but added that the two 
countries “should not be at 
risk of a trade war. 

His comments followed 
news of a persistent stalemate 
in U.S.-Japan auto trade 


talks in Washington. 

“I think the U.S. is putting 
more stress on correcting the 
trade imbalance rather than 
concerning itself about the 
weak dollar," said Shingo 
Toda of Tokio Marine and 
Fire Insurance. 

The dollar's latest decline 
followed market disappoint- 
ment with Japan's emergency 
economic package and a dis- 
count rate cut to a new histor- 
ic low of one per cent last 
Friday. 

Disappointment over slim 
results from a meeting be- 
tween the Japanese minister 
and U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin over the 
weekend also undermined 


sentiment this week. 

Japanese Finance Ministry 
sources, however, said Japan 
felt it had done all it could to 
counter the yen’s rise, while 
Japan's chief spokesman 
Kozo Igarashi said the real 
problem rested with the Un- 
ited States, Jiji news agency 
reported. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasuo Matsushita told a 
separate news conference 
that Japan’s government 
should urge Washington to cut 
its' huge budget deficit. 

“There are worries in the 
market about structural prob- 
lems of the United States. 
We need to strongly urge the 


United States to cut its 
budget deficit," Mr. Mat- 
sushita said. 

Economists said they saw 
little hope of quick action by 
the United States to save the 
dollar, either by raising in- 
terest rates or showing re- 
solve to cut its budget deficit. 

Japanese stocks 'shrugged 
off the yen's surge and re- 
mained ahead in mid- 
afternoon, but their gains 
were technical. The Nikkei 
share average closed-, up 
150.97. points, or 0.9/ per 
cent, at 16,376.08. 

The dollar fell as low as 
1.3465 against the German 
mark and was trading at ab- 
out 1.3508 in late afternoon. 


German 


of danger 
to exports 


rises 

COLOGNE, Germany 
(AFP) — German exports 
face being tightly squeezed 
by the mark's endless rise 
against European currencies 
and the dollar, the Associa- 
tion of German Banks 
(BOB) warned iir its weekly 
report Wednesday. 

The aeronautical arms of 
Daimler-Benz. Daimler- 
Benz Aerospace (DAS A), 
added its voice to the con- 
cern. saying it faced "three- 
figure losses" of more than 
100 million than 100 million 
marks." Bischoff said. 

He was echoing earlier 
warnings from German in- 
dustrialists who have looked 
on aghast as the greenback 
sank down to Wednesday's 
trading level of 1 .3520 marks, 
no; far off its record low of 
1.3450 reached on March 8. 
It had closed at 1.3465 Tues- 
day in London. 

The U.S. currency edged 
back just above Tuesday 
evening’s 1.3645 marks 
Wednesday afternoon after 
ihe U,S. trade deficitiShrank- 
to $9 billion* for .February 
below an expected S W billion.. 

A German finance mmstiy; 
spokeswoman said mean- 
while Bonn was worried by 
the turmoil on the currency 
markets, but said the instabil- 
ity would correct itself even- 
tually. 

The feDB warned, howev- 
er. that current rates would 
fuel pressure on German pro- 
ducer's having to compete 
with foreign enterprises. 

The association said the 
mark's appreciation against 
the dollar not so much a 
problem as its rise against 
European currencies. The 
weak greenback in fact helps 
to keep down the price of 
dollar-denomin3ted raw 
materials. 


OECD warns 
Turkey on risks in 
delaying reforms 


PARIS (AFP) — Turkey 
risks encountering renewed 
financial-market instability 
which could jeopardise 
‘growth if it delays economic 
reforms and sustained budget 
deficit reduction, the OECD 
warned Wednesday. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) foresaw 
a modest recovery this year 
from a sharp 1994 slowdown 
that followed overheating of 
the economy at end-1993 and 
the January 1994 ran against 
the Turkish lira. 

After several years of rapid- 
growth, Turkey’s GDP had 
fallen by 4.8 per cent last year 
and inflation averaged 120 
per cent year-on-year, as the 
government implemented a 
strong stabilisation program- 
me in the wake of the lira’s 70 
per cent first-quarter plunge 
against the dollar. 

In a survey of the Turkish 
economy, the OECD said au- 
thorities had achieved “con- 
siderable short-term success” 
in stabilising financial market 
conditions, “but lasting sta- 
bility is not assured." 

It said durable expansion 
of the economy, led by ex- 
ports and private investment, 
would depend on “reining in 
inflation, fundamental 
structural reform and sus- 
tained medium-term fiscal 
consolidation." 

The OECD said last year’s 
crisis was a consequence off 
lax fiscal policy, run-away in- 
flation and chronic large 
budget deficits in the early 
1990s i which allowed the 
public sector borrowing re- 
quirement to rise to 12 per 
cent of GDP by 1993. 

It said this had hit confi- 
dence and raised concerns 
about Turkey’s ability to ser- 
vice its external debt, which 
stood at $64.8 billion Septem- 
ber 1994, of which $8.2 bil- 
lion was owed by private 
sector borrowers. 

Turkey’s debt service at 
that time accounted for 29 
per cent of its foreign ex- 
change earnings, according to 


the report, which noted that 
the early- 1994 lira crisis was 
triggered when two interna- 
tional rating agencies down- 
graded its sovereign credit 
rating. 

The agencies removed Tur- 
key from “credit watch" sta- 
tus last summer, as the April 
stabilisation programme, 
backed by the International 
Monetary Fund, began to 
yield results. 

The public sector borrow- 
ing requirement was cut on 
balance to an estimated 7.4 
per cent of GDP overshoot- 
ing the target of 6.2 per cent 
mainly because of delays ip 
privatisation of loss-making 
State Economic Enterprises 
and higher debt service, the 
OECD said. 

The balance of payments 
improved substantially, and 
exchange market stability 
was restored, with the lira 
showing a year-on-year de- 
predation of about 30 per 
cent at end-1994. 

The lira depredation and 
the imminent customs union 
with the European Union 
should give a boost to Tur- 
key's exports and help dam- 
pen inflation over the next 
two years, the OECD said. 

It said outjput should grow 
by about 2.8 per cent this 
year and a modest 1.5 per 
cent rise in investment.' 

For 1996, the OECD saw a 
more broadly-based recov- 
ery. with GDP growth rising 
to 4.8 per cent, helped by a 
brisk recovery in investment. 

It said inflation could fall 
sharply to 70 per cent on 
average in 1995 and 40 per 
cent in 1996, while the cur- 
rent account surplus should - 
rise to the $4.0 to $4.5 billion 
range from $3.0 billion in 
1994. 

The OECD said the 
medium-term outlook for the 
Turkish economy was “fun- 
damentally bright", but could 
be realised only by meeting 
the 1995 budget targets and. 
accelerating structural re- 
forms to overhaul “a bloated, 
ineffident public sector." 


Arab Gulf states to forge 
new foreign economic ties 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Key 
ministers from six Arab Gulf 
oil states will meet next 
month to try to forge a new 
economic relationship with 
Japan and other industrial 
giants to acquire technology 
and promote non-oil exports, 
offidals said Wednesday. 

The ministers of foreign 
affairs, oil, economy and fi- 
nance from the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Counril 
(GCC) will hold a rare meet- 
ing in Riyadh in late May 
which will also discuss tire 
latest plunge in the U.S. dol- 
lar that has combined witb- 
low crude prices to aggravate 
their economic woes. 

"It is the first meeting by 
such ministers in several 
years. It will focus on our 
relations with Japan, the Un- 
ited States, the European 
Union (EU) and other world 
groupings. We feel it is rime 
that we draw up a mechanism ’ 
for such a relationship that 
will benefit all of us," an 
official from the GCC secre- 
tariat told AFP by telephone 
from the Riyadh headquar- 
ters. 

“The talks will also cover 
the continuous decline in the 
U.S. dollar, its impact on our 
economies and measures to 
counter such effects," he 
added. 

The official, who requested 
anonymity, confirmed a re- 
port by the United Arab' - 
Emirates (UAE) daily A1 
Bayan that .the meeting 
would be held just before - 
talks between the GCC 
ministers and EU foreign 
ministers on May 29. 


The GCC ministers’ under- 
secretaries will meet around 
May 23 to prepare guidelines 
for new relations and nego- 
tiations with those groups. 

A1 Bayan said the GCC 
secretariat had sent letters to 
member states asking them to 
present their views about 
. such a relationship and what 
they can offer foreign part- 
ners in return for more eco- 
nomic concessions. 

It said the letter noted the 
GCC was about to open more 
rounds of economic negotia- 
tions with industrial countries 
and bad received requests for 
trade talks from China. Rus- 
sia, Turkey and the ASEAN 
group. 

“This requires a joint con- 
cept about the political and 
economic objectives of the 
GCCs dialogue with other 
countries,” the letter said. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the UAE — have 
been locked in negotiations 
with the U.S., Japan and the 
EU for several years in a bid 
to acquire technology essen- 
tial to endeavours to build an 
industrial base and lessen re- 
liance on unpredictable oil 
earnings. 

They also want those coun- 
tries to lift customs barriers 
for GCC petrochemicals, 
alumnium and other non-oil 
exports on the grounds they 
have free access to“Gulf mar- 
kets, the biggest consumer 
markets in the Middle East. 

Although customs could be 
removed under the GATT 
deal, industrial powers have 
been reluctant to transfer 


technology to the Gulf, 
arguing the region is relative- 
ly small to absorb large in- 
dustrial projects and there 
ware restrictions in most 
member states on foreign 
ownership. 

The U.S. Japan and the 
EU are the main economic 
partners of the GCC, with 
their trade exceeding $90 bil- 
lion a year. This accounts for 
more than two thirds of the 
Gulf group's total trade. 

Around 70 per cent of the 
GCCs oil exports of 13 mil- 
lion barrels per day also go to 
those countries. 

Gulf states have launched a 
campaign to ease dependence 
on oil after a sharp decline in 
prices slashed their annual 
earnings to around $70 billion 
over the past eight years from 
more than $180 billion in 
1981. 

Despite an industrialisa- 
tion drive, ' their non-oil ex- 
ports have remained a frac- 
tion of their total exports, 
standing at around $12 billion 
a year. This is because their 
industries are limited to light 
and medium products. 

GCC states are also wor- 
ried about proposals by in- 
dustrial nations to impose 
new energy taxes, which they 
say will slow down growth in 
oil demand and inflict further 
damager-on their economies; 

. "The Riyadh jpeeting. will 
include a comprehensive re- 
view of economic-links with 
world groups, and other 
countries and preparation of 
a new mechanism for a dia- 
logue with them in the com- 
ing state," A1 Bayan said. 


Sterling tumbles to new lows 


LONDON (R) — Sterling 
was forced to new lows 
Wednesday against the Ger- 
man mark and a basket of 
key currencies, increasing 
market expectations of an in- 
terest rate rise in May to 
defend the pound and ease 
inflationary pressures. 

Analysts said odds on a 
rate rise shortened after com- 
ments released Wednesday 


by Bank of England Gov- 
ernor Eddie George in which 
be expressed worry about 
sterling's weakness and 
hinted at a tightening of 
monetary police if it con- 
tinued. 

The words struck interest 
rate alarm bells in the market 
and sent sterling to a new low 
in early trade in Europe 
Wednesday of 2.1790 marks. 


Since the start of the year, it 
has depredated 10 per cent 
against the relentlessly strong 
German currency. 

The pound also hit a new 
low of 83.6 on its trade 
weighted index against a bas- 
ket of 21 currencies, below a 
previous low of 84.0 set in 
September 1992 after the 
pound pulled out of Europe's 
exchange rate mechanism 
currency grid. 
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WHY DOES A FER50N WAVE TO LIE AWAKE 
ALL NIGHT WORRYING ABOUT EV/ERVTHIN67 


UM SHOULD A PERSON BE BURDENED WITH 

ALL THE CARES OF T HE WORLD? 



’n’Jeff 


NEIGHBOR, Y SURE. 
MAY’IUSE \comein. 
YOUR 

[TELEPHONE. 

PLEASE? M 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“To make their raisins plumper and 
juicier, they use dried watermelons 
instead of grapes;” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Utfce Argirton 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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ii 
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MOTCE 
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TURTLES LIVE 

IN THESE. 


Now arrange the circled letters id 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested t>y the above cartoon. 


Answer here: l IIIIIIUIIj 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

bumbles: CROUP 8ERET EFFORT ZODIAC 
Answer What a hungry judge's request lor food might 
be considered — 

■ORDER' IN THE COURT 


Iran scrubs highest 
exchange rate for riyal 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
scrubbed its highest official 
dollar exchange rate for the 
Iranian riyal. the governor of 
the central bank announced 
in a move acknowledging the 
currency's two-year plunge. 

Governor Mohsen Nur- 
bakshch told the government 
daily Iran that the rate of 70 
riyals to the dollar only really 
used for imports of basic pro- 
ducts had been abandoned on 
March 21. 

Letters of credit issued at 
the former rate by the central 
bank for Iranian importers 
would be honoured at the 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 26, 1995 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Early contact advisors and {dan this 
morning more intelligently, but tonight he concerned with the 
cultural side of life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You can come to a fine 
understanding with friends and allies and achieve much today. Make 
plans for later tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Smile more in the outside world and 
you w&i gain your aims more readily today and the backing yon need 
from bigwigs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You can make a fine 
impression on newcomers today so make yourself available to them 
for you to have great success. 

LEO: (July 22 -to August 21) Be willing to do what the one you love 
most desires and make this person happy today. Spend some 
money on a new outfit. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you show your appreciation 
for the alliance of your partners today, they will cooperate with yon 
more readily. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day to add art 
pieces, music, etc. to your environment and be happier in it for later 
tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) During spare time today 
see those persons you truly like, but be sure to handle business 
matters well first. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This is a day when 
you can have much fun today at your home and be happy. Keep 
active and cheerful towards others tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Contact persons you 
admire in the outside world today and plan to see more of them in 
the furore. Take it easy with loved ones tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get your property and 
other possessions beautified and made more valuable today. Be 
active and happy in the company for family and dose friends. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You arise feeling aces and get 
much accomplished today and be happy at your duties. Later see as 
many good friends as you can. 

Biithstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 21, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

f ARSES: (March 21 to April ,19) Study your ambitions for tonight and 
know how best to attain - them and the plan you wish to follow. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Sit In the quiet of your study this 
morning or be with intimates and plan tonight more intelligently. 
Use psychology with the one you love. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a good day for seeing and 
being with interesting friends you like and deepening the rela- 
tionships of them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Study your tasks in the 
business world and know bow better to handle diem today and 
tonight so that you will have much success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You are anxious to have new things 
around you and this can be achieved today. Any new contacts can 
remain in your life tonight. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Find a better way to please 
the one you love and make the relationship more meaningful You 
have excellent ideas for your success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day to plan 
greater success for yourself and fellow associates on a new 
assignment and to make any revisions which may be necessary. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be more enthused about 
tasks you have to do today and you become very efficient at it. Relax 
tonight at borne with your loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You get new ideas 
which can help you to express some talent admirably today. Don’t 
neglect to do marketing later this eve ning 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is a good day to 
study your loved ones and know what will give them pleasure. Make 
your home more charming and attractive for those who visit. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 to February 19) Study into new ways of 
producing and you can get ahead much faster today in your chosen 
career so that you can get ahead. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Gain some new inspiration and 
put aside all that traditionalism today which keeps you from 
progressing. Show that you are clever. 

Birtfastone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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ACROSS 
1 Certain teflovor 
6 Autocrat var 
10 Often 

14 Sovereign 
15Bur**ki 

15 Andmt Gieek 
music hate 

17 BeMpabn 

18 sewn retd 

19 Relate 

20 Woody ptanirt 
Atsttta 

22 English art 

23 Qaeic 

24 Cowboys' home 

28 PM 
3D Designer 
Senpson 

32 Exora nga 
premium 

33 Christania, osm 
35-— ofiobtee..* 
39 Pm beck 

41 Metal marble 

43 BeraeMbace 

44 state Mreraiy 
4fl Cot^eand 
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47 CupBke spoon 
49 Braided Inon 
tapes 

SI Veranda . 
54 VencMon 

56 Prayer endar 

57 Certasi cfclnkJng 
pCfiGO 

63 Rental Peter 

64 CameMeaith 
85 Bee 

68 Mean* 1 jueUSere 
57 Legend 
Maes 
89 Adams or 
ucQufg 

70 At anytime 

71 Leaves 8 m 


6 Atewonceslor 


DOWN 
1 Did 

3 Urga Kangaroo 

3 — aaenggo..- 

4 Denotrinatafi 

5 HMD pod 


TBfewrt 
BRoae’ifevo 
9 Ebb 

>0 Traffic gnad 

11 Petted. 

12 Bum of TV 

13 Shoppers' 
(Mehta 

21 Mbptay 

25 Wings 

26 Am re 

27 Curved motfng 
26 Seine trtbutery 
29 DofpHn type 
2 1 5®°° Portion 
34 Pbaeped 

36 teraei ertoe 

37 Peddodtpop 

38 Hardy heralM 
40 Qtectel ridgee 
42 Wart* 

45 Trace 
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46 Lower in value SfiRoeeemnce 

50 Otwtefc 58 Norwegian ktag 

51 Royal sane SSMatepoM 

wtMuar . 60 Places 

22 Correct 61 Entity 
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official “floating” rate 
1,750 rivals to the dollar &. 
added. 

The move will farther 
clamp down on imports as 
Iran struggles under an ecor: 
nomic crisis, a lack of baid 
currency and a short-anti 
medium-term debt of more- 
chan S30 billion. 

Apart from the floating 
■ rate — which has in fact been 
fixed for the past 18 months 
— there is also an "import- 
expon" rate of 2.340 riyajj & 
the dollar which is applied to 
Iranian exporters wanting to 
import products. 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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Israeli firm 
applies to 
invest at 
eastern 
shore of 
Dead Sea 

ISRAEL'S AI Rom 
Group is among a list of 66 
companies which have sub- 
mitted applications for touris- 
tic investments on the eastern 
shore of the Dead Sea. The 
hist includes companies from 
Romania, the United States, 
Britain and Germany as well 
as Jordanian companies. The 
projects allowed in the first 
stage are hotels, ordinary and 
touristic housing, small ports, 
and other major touristic pro- 
jects. Excluded from the first 
stage are “supporting ser- 
vices" such as restaurants, 
petrol stations, commercial 
bmldmgs and the like. The 
Jordan Valley Authority has 
requested that all applica- 
tions be supported with a JD 
25,000 bank guarantee for 
the lease of every dunum of 
land. The Jordan Valley Au- 
thority will be studying the 
applications before present- 
ing its decisions to the Coun- 
cil of Ministers for final 
approval as of May 15, 1995 
(Al Ra'i) 

** THE ARAB White Ce- 
ment Manufacturing Com- 
pany agreed to resume sup- 
plying the association of con- 
struction industries with 500 
tonnes of cement each week 
until the end of this month. 
The company has recently 
slashed the volume to 250 
, tonnes citing unorganised dis- 
ws ts* i tribution by the associatioiuo 
some 250' rile plants in addi- 
tion to lower production by 
the company. The association 
accuses the company of sell- 
ing white cement to many 
parties causing market insta- 
bility and giving rise to the 
black market. Before the end 
of this month a committee 
representing the company, 
the association and the title 
plants is supposed to come up 
with a study about the tile 
plants showing their numbers 
and their equipment as well 
as their needs for white ce- 
ment (Al Ra'i). 
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** THE JORDAN Invest- 
ment Corporation (JIC) has 
taken up the initiative to 
establish a large Jordanian 
company to export agricultu- 
. ral products with a JD 2 
million capital. The idea was 
first floated by Agriculture 
Minister Mansour Ben Tarif. 
The JIC will participate with 
a 10 per cent equity with the 
rest to be covered by the 
private sector. The govern- 
ment has promised full back- 
ing for the new company (Al 
Ra’i). 

** THE MINISTRY of Fi- 
nance intends to form a high- 
er council for customs and 
free zones with the participa- 
tion of representatives from 
the private and public sectors. 
According to Nazmi Al 
Abdullah, director-General 
of the Department of Cus- 
toms. the higher council will 
look after the implementa- 
tion of customs regulations 
and will put quick solutions 
to any problem that hampers 
the relationship between the 
department and the private 
? ecl0r - Addressing a gaiher- 
,n g of businessmen and gov- 
ernment officials. Mr. Abdul- 
tfn announced new facilities 
that were approved to speed 
U P and ease the customs pro- 
cedures. First, a judiciary • 
account was opened to regis- 
ter refundable fees to allow 
‘°t speedy repayment of 
sums retained for various 
Purposes. Second, lowering 
the deposit percentage on un- 
verified documents from two 
per cent to one per cent (Al 
Ra’i + Al Dustour) 


frfr THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the General Arabia 
Insurance Company 
approved JD 144,000 in di- 
vidends (12 per cent), the 
same as in 1993. The com- 
pany posted a JD 183,907 net 
I profit in 1994 compared to 
S JD 173,634 in 1993. Total 
assets amounted to JD 4.24 
million (JD 3.98 in 1993) 
while investments dropped 
slightly to JD 2.49 million (Al 
Ra’i). ' 


Arabs complete ambitious stocks project 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have completed a 
project to set up an advanced 
data network to link their 
stock markets and encourage 
regional investors to bring 
back their overseas funds, its 
operators said Wednesday. 

The computerised stocks 
data network at the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) was launched 
early this month and linked 
the bourses of six Arab coun- 
tries, the AMF said in a 
statement sent to AFP. 

Work on the network be- 
gan five years ago and its 
functions cover distribution 
of information on stock mar- 
kets and economic indicators 
in member states, trading in- 
stitutions, prices of shares 
and monthly reports on tur- 
nover. 

The members linked to the 
data base in the first stage are 
Jordan, Oman, Bahrain, 
Tunisia, Kuwait and Moroc- 
co. 

‘The fund hopes the re- 
maining stock exchanges in 


member states will join the 
stock data base in the near 
future so it will cover the 
whole region and provide in- 
formation on all bourses," 
the statement said. “It also 
hopes this project will stimu- 
late investment activities, 
boost national savings and 
contribute to repatriating 
part of the overseas assets. 

Officials said the data base 
was part of AMFs new policy 
to encourage reforms in the 
Arab region after billions of 
dollars in aid failed to pro- 
duce results. 

Most regional countries 
still suffer from such econo- 
mic problems as debt, slow 
growth rates, unemployment, 
inflation and budget deficits. 

Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, 
Morocco, and a few other 
members launched economic 
reforms but the process has 
been slow. 

Other countries in the re- 
gion, including the oil-rich 
members in the Gulf, have 
plans to restructure their eco- 


nomies due to a sharp decline 
in crude prices. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League’s main financial orga- 
nisation, said the data net- 
work was carried out with the 
help of the World Bank’s 
International Finance Cor- 
poration and was part of its 
plan to develop local stock 
markets. 

It said the project would 
help “increase investment 
awareness in the region and 
enable investors to take right 
decisions and identify oppor- 
tunities.” 

Experts said the network 
could promote investment in 
the region but they stressed 
Arab markets must first open 
up to investors. 

They noted several region- 
al exchanges were still con- 
fined to nationals while the 
more liberal floors were giv- 
ing only limited access to 
foreigners. 

“The data base is a very 
good idea," one expen said. 
“It help me see more invest- 


ment opportunities. But how 
can I invest in another mar- 
ket when its laws still bar 
foreigners from trading in 
shares?" 

Only 10 of the Arab 
League’s 22 members have 
formal stock exchanges and 
activity in such markets have 
remained relatively small due 
to political uncertainty in 
some members, restrictions 
on foreign participation and 
lack of information and in- 
centives about trading institu- 
tions. 

More than 1,100 banks and 
companies trade their shares 
in Arab region. Their market 
capitalisation exceed $100 
billion but this remained a" 
fraction of the total world 
capitalisation of more than $9 
trillion. 

Arab officials have repe- 
atedly called for the develop- 
ment of regional stock mar- 
kets to revive their econo- 
mies and attract pan of the 
more than $800 billion owned 
by regional investors abroad. 


Kuwait to float new 
petrochemical firm 


KUWAIT (R) — Shares in a 
new public company that mil 
take a 10 per cent stake in a 
big petrochemicals complex 
will be offered for public 
subscription for two weeks 
from Sunday, the manageis 
of the project have said. 

Hamad Al Misbwat, pro-, 
ject manager of Bubiyan Pet- 
rochemicals Company, told 
reporters the offer for 
Kuwaitis only was intended 
to raise 30 million dinars 
($103 million) by selling 300 
million shares each worth 100 
fils to one dinar ($3.4). 

Bubiyan will have a 10 per 


cent stake in Equate, a 
Kuwaiti-American joint ven- 
ture which wfll operate the 
emirate’s first mainstream 
petrochemicals facility, south 
of Kuwait City. 

Bubiyan will be the private 
sector's first stake in the 
state-dominated petroleum 
industry. It is one of a series 
of steps intended to stimulate 
moribund private businesses 
burdened by debts. 

Sheikh Mishwat said pri- 
vate Kuwaiti individuals and 
firms would have priority in 
share allocation over public 
companies. 
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L’-S- Dollar 

0.6800 

0.6810 
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Dahratf Dinar 

1.7110 
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Lebanese lira* 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3716/26 

Canadian dollar 

1.3604/14 

Deutschemarks 

1.5234/44 

Dutch guilders 

1.1228/38 

Swiss francs 

27.93/97 

Belgian francs 

4.8125/75 

French francs 

1706.0/1.0 

Italian lire 

81.22/32 

Japanese yen 

7.2900/00 

Swedish crowns 

6.1330/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.3657/07 

Danish crowns 

$1.6144/54 



$39 6.20/396.70 


Islamic bank head 
says M.E. development 
bank not needed 


DUBAI (R) - — The head of 
the Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) said ra remarks 
published Tuesday that there 
was no need for Arab states 
to set up a proposed $5 tril- 
lion Middle East develop- 
ment bank that includes 
Israel. 

IDB Director Osama Fa- 
told the United Arab 
Al Ittihad newspap- 
er that “there is no need for 
the Arab region to set up the 
so-called development bank 
in the Middle East." 

“In the Arab World there 
are enough specialised finan- 
cial institutions... supporting 
Arab cooperation and serv- 
ing joint'inlercsts, "he added. 

The Arab League and the 
oil-rich Arab Gulf states 


Oppose the formation of a 
Middle East development 
bank, seen as one of the 
dividends of the Arab-Israeli 
peace process 

IDB helps finance develop- 
ment projects and trade 
among members of the Orga- 
nisation of the Mamie Con- 
ference (OIC). 

Officials from Arab Gulf 
states recently voiced strong 
opposition to the formation 
of the bank. 

United Arab Emirates fi- 
nance and Industry Minister 
Ahmad Bin Humaid Al 
Tayer on April 12 told Arab 
finance minis ters that setting 
up joint projects with Israel 
would be more dangerous for 
Arabs than Israel’s deploy- 
ment of nuclear weapons. 
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COMPANY'S mm 


ARAB BANK PXc 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

BANK or JORDAN 

MIDDLE CAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE BOUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN CULP BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BASE 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING 6 INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BARK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE BANK 

BEIT XLKAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


jfO. or 

SHARES 

TRUED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PREV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

266 

51446 

192.500 

192.500 

27376 

130JB3 

4.B60 

4.800 

3950 

1 5208 

3.850 

3.850 

4150 

6410 

1.600 

1.550 

5150 

14807 

2.860 

2. 870 

43500 

3644B6 

8.000 

8.160 

11035 

32964 

2.960 

3.000 

5800 

8464 

1.400 

1.450 

4250 

14B75 

3.500 

3.500 

33B&6 

138672 

4.090 

4.070 

1782 

8415 

4.800 

4.720 

8200 

31396 

3.700 

3,090 

1450 

631B 

4.380 

4.360 

5700 

20222 

3.400 

3.S70 

74150 

100597 

1.380 

1.340 

308331 

638403 

1.990 

2.050 


BANKS SECTOR 

53897B 

1573063 

ZKDKK NUMBER! 169.05 
CHANGE l -0.23^ 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

7S0 

1398 

1.BS0 

1.850 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

37200 

105151 

2.830 

2. 830 

ARAB LITE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

500 

1325 

2.650 

2.650 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
JORDAN HOTEL A TOURISM 
IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY’ 

JORDAN HIMES MINERAL 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SNIPPING ltmra 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

MACHINERY EQUIP. RENTIHC C MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HO TELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT t EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


ATTABQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

TBS ARAB FOXRSa/XEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARY 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E, AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB FKARHAC3UTXCAL MA NUFA CT U RING 
JORDAN DAIRY 

JORDAN PRINTING A PACKING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING A WEAVING 
RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT G ENERNATIOKAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUtfXNXUH INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETTO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES t MATCH/JIHOO 

NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPRO-CSEHICALS 

ARAB LANIER TOR PKARM. £• CHEMICALS 

KAHTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


384 SO 

107873 

INDEX NUMBER « 136.60 
CHANGE 1 0.001 

17200 

2B901 

1.650 

1.680 

70300 

111455 

1.570 

1.580 

48611 

354860 

7.200 

7.300 

527 

692 

1.260 

1.310 

200 

522 

2.610 

2.610 

650 

4490 

6.890 

6.950 

3600 

11714 

3.290 

3.250 

2350 

5680 

2.460 

2.420 

7S 

B5 

1.150 

1.150 

SOO 

345 

.660 

.690 

100 

1015 

10-300 

10.130 

53844 

146793 

2.710 

2.700 

3837 

12847 

3.350 

3.350 

201872 

679940 

INDEX NUMBER! 141.99 
CHANGE 1 -0.091 

2600 

3146 

1.150 

1.210 

12282 

37939 

3.090 

3.1O0 

3762 

16330 

2.700 

2.B40 

lOOO 

5752 

5.500 

5.750 

1918 

18142 

9.400 

9.480 

750 

1335 

1.780 

1.780 

529 

1934 

3.610 

3.660 

350 

2888 

8.250 

8.250 

29060 

122684 

4.160 

4.210 

1100 

2750 

2.500 

2.500 

72 

360 

5.000 

5.000 

1980 

5430 

2.710 

2.750 

10150 

26190 

2.580 

2.580 

950 

2391 

2.510 

2.550 

3450 

27451 

7.9S0 

7.950 

46700 

43410 

.920 

.920 

3850 

27720 

7.150 

7. 2O0 

55400 

39075 

.700 

.700 

44300 

71236 

1.620 

1.600 

300 

960 

3.150 

3.200 

36190 

113507 

3.030 

3.1SO 

8550 

10345 

1.200 

1.200 

250 

1050 

4.200 

4.200 

800 

535 

.690 

.690 

6324 

30809 

4.770 

4.950 

1200 

2177 

1.850 

1.820 

8350 

200B8 

2.400 

2.420 

3050 

5367 

1.730 

1.800 

4000 

14320 

3.610 

3.650 

7500 

15312 

2.000 

2.040 

298717 

670845 

INDEX NUMBER! 124.97 
CHARGE 1 ♦1*481 


GRAND TOTAL 


1078017 


3031721 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE t 


BO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


404034 

620276 




FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN UM AL SUMNAQ 

3rd floor, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 
161810605,810609,810520 


A SECURE 

Motel 

Swelflyeh 


i^ 0 


n 


it.O.TEL 
'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^'GASTRONOMY , 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweffiyeh 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A Bj < .V A J* t UP A 
Ijjja. ts 

863944 - 8166901 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our chop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

30% 


Prom oniarpo- 

20 x 30 cm 


ShmtiswL^QpP- Grindlayi 
Bulk. Phone: 604042 
Swefich id: 823891 




FOR RENT 


Deluxe VIBas 
fic Apartments 
in Amman 


ai ^ C-2:! 



REAL. ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


RENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You 'v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


RENTA 



CAR 


AT A RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 


OEBHW'AlH garbems 
SUNOS RiSTAORAHT 

TnkM 




Tmkm away h mvaOabim 

am AMnO_Sto* 

Urn UM inth C B iwnb N Gann 

TsL: 161174 


(BUD 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytvna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
8:30 - 1100 pjn. 
n Tat- 881838 



Duraclean 

"Flower Fresh" cleaning 
for homes and businesses 


Wi 

carpet cleaning 
FURNITURE CLEANING 



TEL 836692 



'RgsUuu ant <$; ‘Tapa& 

Open Daily, 
from- 

12a.m. - 12p.m. 

JebdtAmmui; 3rd- circle 





Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

THE BEST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORLD 
Tm MOST FASHtONAm REST/mANT IN AMMAN 


Dig Claims 


Real Stories ! 


■ tOVaySAMf: GUITAR + PIANO 

JD 10.00 (+ +) Tel: 863944 



S i Baigfeflwjfc Jjd : $25407 


1pm AMmm w 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


~ 5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 


•9C, 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 




J 
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Kingdom’s Davis Cup captain evaluates participation, 
urges advanced preparation for upcoming competitions 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For the 
second consecutive year, 
Jordan's Davis Cup team 
was again unable to return 
to the senior division 
Group 2 after the conclu- 
sion of the Asia/Oceania 
Zone Group 3 competition 
in Dubai. 

However, the question 
lies not in why the team 
was unable to score a con- 
vincing result this year, but 
in what can be done to 
assure a brighter future for 
the game in the Kingdom. 

Prior to their departure, 
the players and their offi- 
cials had expressed optim- 
ism that they could do well 
in tbeir six-team group. 
However, the results were 
disappointing: Jordan's 
team scored their only win 
2-1 over the UAE on the 
Anal day. They lost 3-0 to 
Pacific Oceania , Bang- 
ladesh and Saudi Arabia, 
and 2-1 to Lebanon. 


“I was very optimistic 
before the competition. 
But while [ am sure the 
players did their best, I am 
of course quite dis- 
appointed with the re- 
sults,” team captain Tala! 
Maher told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordan finished fifth in 
their sixth-team group from 
which Saudi Arabia adv- 
anced to Group 2. In the 
other seven-team group 
playing at the same venue, 
Bahrain was the one to 
advance leaving behind 
Singapore, Kuwait, 
Brunei. Syria. Kazakhstan 
and Oman. 

Jordan's team was led by 
team veteran Imad Abu 
Hamda who has just gradu- 
ated from the School of 
Medicine at the University 
of Jordan. The other play- 
ers were Fans Azzouni, 
one of othe country's top 
players. Khaled Husseini. 
and 15-year-old promising 
player Khaled Nafa'a. 

Although Azzouni and 


SWATCH ART CONTEST FOR 

STUDENTS 

Swatch, the Swiss watch 


maker is launching a uni- 
que art contest involving 
more than 25.000 stildents 
from 50 private schools 
throughout Amman. Each 
participating student will 
receive a Swatch outlined 
poster to design freely with 
his/her most colorful im- 
agination. A committee of 
fine artists will evaluate the 

entries, selecting the most 
creative 40 designs. The 
best 40 will receive valu- 
able Swatches, the top 5 


will be awarded special 
Swatches for their excell- 
ence in design. Also 
thousands of various prizes 
will be given to the partici- 
pants. The schools that 
home the best designers 
will receive a Swatch Maxi 
for their support. 

The winning designs will 
be sent to the Swatch head- 
quarters in Switzerland giv- 
ing the opportunity for 
some designers tg discover 
hidden talents and perhaps 
become one of many 
Jiwatch accredited artists. 


International Community School 

(The British Curriculuin School in Amman) 
Are you reflective, caring, highly motivated and 
British qualified - preferably with working know- 
ledge of the National Curriculum? 

The ICS is looking for. Primary Teachers 
(Key Stages 1 & 2) for September 1995. 
Excellent salary & working conditions. In- 
terested? Contact the school office for an 
application form, and to arrange a visit, by 
Thursday, 27th April, 1995. 

Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


ajlU\ 

Centro Linguistico Italiano 

(am profit organization) 

Opens a competition for a two year 
scholarship, (20 months,' 4 hours a 
day), for a course in goldsmithry at 
Accademia Riace - Florance - Italy, 
requirements: 

- Good knowledge of Italian Language 

- Tawijhi 

- Artistic Aptitude 

For information contact: C.L.I 

Shmeisani, tel. 669348, from 10:30 
to 1 2:30 a.m. 


NEUJ 



% 

% 


D 

Spanish Language Courses 
For all levels 

Registration is open 

For more information, please cair 
Tel. 610 858 

The Cervantes Institute 
The Spanish Cultural Centre 
Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle 


Abu Hamda had played 
Davis Cup before, it was 
the first time for the other 
two. 

The team captain ex- 
plained that while the hot 
and humid weather un- 
doubtedly affected tbe 
players performance, this 
should not be held as an 
excuse for the ‘’poor- 
results.'’ 

“A team should be ready 
for any circumstance and 
adapt to conditions sur- 
rounding any competi- 
tion,” Mr. Maher noted.* 
“We cannot take one single 
factor and attribute it to 
our defeat.” 

Mr. Maher noted the fact 
that the team did not play 
any friendly matches prior 
to the competition had a 
negative effect. “It should 
not have been difficult for 
the J ordan Tennis Federa- 
tion (JTF) to have hosted a 
team from a nearby coun- 
try. That would have put 
the players in the mood for 
competition, and would 
have displayed any short- 
comings while they were 
still here.” 


He added that it was also 
a disadvantage not to have 
the coach with the team at 
the competition. 

“I couldn’t have ex- 
pected more from the play- 
ers in Dubai. They gave it 
all they have. Faris 
(Azzouni) played an out- 
standing 3-hour-long match 
against Lebanon. He was 
absolutely brilliant. Imad 
(Abu Hamda) undoubtedly 
felt he had a lot of pressure 
on him and he played very 
well on the first two days 
before coming down with a 
cold. Although we lost, the 
matches were very close.” 

Mr. Maher added: "We 
should have been better 
prepared, especially fit- 
nesswise.” 

However taking into con- 
sideration the circumst- 
ances of the competing 
players and the very young 
age of the rest of the coun- 
try’s promising players, one 
should not expect any other 
results. 

The Kingdom’s former 
top-ranked player Hani Al 
Ali who retired in 1993, 
always stressed the fact that 


the national tennis team 
was only regrouped for a 
certain competition, with 
no prior training or match- 
es. In addition the number 
of players was also very 
limited. 

This year too. the JTF 
faced the same problem. 
While Abu Hamda was 
busy with his final year at 
university, he misskl last 
year's competitions. In 
order to get back into ac- 
tion he attended a 10-day 
training camp in Spain and 
played with his coaches. 
While the Kingdom's 1994 
champion Laith Al 
Azzouni is this year busy 
with his tawjihi. his brother 
Faris was the only other 
experienced player on the 
team. Khaled Husseini, 
who studies in the U.S.. 
was in Amman only shortly 
before the competition, 
leaving his coach and offi- 
cials little time to evaluate 
his form. Himself and the 
youngest member of the 
team, Khaled Nafa'a, 
almost lacked the competi- 
tive match experience on 


the Davis Cup level. 

So what should be done 
in future competitions? 

“First of all there should 
be change of attitude,” said 
Mr. Maher. "All con- 
cerned should feel that we 
will be playing to compete, 
and not just for the sake of 
participation. 

‘T suggest that we start 
our preparations for the 
upcoming Davis Cup (sche- 
duled for March ’96) this 
summer, and not merely 
two months before. We 
should also concentrate on 
the young promising play- 
ers that we have, who are 
always there for practice 
and not yet that burdened 
with their studies.” 

“Coming up with the 
necessary sponsorship and 
year-round practice to 
maintain a competitive 
team will need a lot of 
effort, but it is the only way 
to compete on a regional 
level. All other nations we 
played are well advanced in 
this regard. It is time we 
prepare well too.” he 
added. 


Spurs beat Nuggets; Lakers, Cays lose 


SAN ANTONIO (R) — 
David Robinson led the San 
Antonio Spurs past the De- 
nver Nuggets 107-96 on Tues- 
day in a possible preview of 
the first round of the Western 
Conference playoffs, but he 
refuses to get ahead of him- 
self. 

"We can’t afford to look 
too far down the road.” said 
Robinson, who scored eight 
of his 30 points in an 18-2 
fourth-quarter run for the 
NBA leaders (59-20). 

“The confidence level is 
there right now. “We’ve 
proven during the season that 
we can play at a consistent 
level for a long time. Now we 
have to do it when it counts.” 

Avery Johnson netted a 
career-high 29 and Dennis 
Rodman added 13 rebounds 
as the Spurs swept a home- 
land-home series with De- 
.:nver. won tbeir third straight 
game and maintained a two- 
game lead over second-place 
Utah in the Midwest Divison. 

"Denver is not an easy 
team.” Johnson said. 
"They're very tough and 
they’re very deep. All 12 guys* 
can play. People expect us to 


blow out every team because 
we have the best record in the 
league, but that’s just not 
going to happen.” 

Jalen Rose and Bryant 
Stith scored 20 points and 
Dikembe Mutombo had 17 
points and 16 rebounds for 
the Nuggets, who have drop- 
ped five of their last eight 
games but lead Sacramento 
by a game in the race for the 
final Western Conference 
playoff berth. 

In Dallas. Jamal Mashburn 
scored 20 points and Roy 
Tarpley added 19 points and 
14 rebounds as the Mavericks 
stayed in the hunt for a play- 
off berth with a 104-91 vic- 
tory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 

The Mavericks trail De- 
nver by two games and Sac- 
ramento by one, in Jherbattle 
'for the last western playoff 
spot!.' ' . . 

' Loy Vaught scored 28 
points and ripped down 17 
rebounds for the Clippers, 
who have lost five straight 
and have dropped all three 
games to Dallas this season. 

In Phoenix. Charles Bark- 
ley scored 28 points and grab- 


bed 11 rebounds as the Suns 
opened a 14-point first- 
quarter lead and coasted to a 
111-101 victory over the Sac- 
ramento ■■ Kings. 

Wayman Tisdale added 18 
points for the Suns, who 
maintained their half-game 
lead over Seattle for" first 
place in the Pacific Division. 

Mitch Richmond scored 28 
points for the Kings. 

At Los Angeles. Gary 
Payton scored 17 of his 28 
points in the first quarter as 
the Seattle Supersonics 
opened a huge first-half lead 
and breezed to a 113-97 win 
over the Lakers. 

Seattle scored the first II 
points and never looked 
back. Payton, who is nursing 
a broken fine finger on his 


left hand, hit 7-of-8 shots in 
the first quarter as the Sonics 
built a 34-21 lead after one. 

Seattle then scored the first 
10 points of the second quar- 
ter and led by 30 at the half. 

The Sonics have won three 
of their last four games. 

Anthony Peeler scored 18 
points for Los Angeles, 
which has dropped five of its 
last six games and has seen its 
lead over Houston shrink to 
half a game for sixth place in 
the west. 

At Minnesota. Karl 
Malone scored 32 points and 
David Benoit scored seven of 
his 16 in a key third-quarter 
run as the Utah Jazz eased to 
a 1 13-94 victory over the 
Timberwolves. 


RESULTS 


Detroit 

85 

Cleveland 

76 

Utah 

113 

Minnesota 

94 

San Antonio 

107 

Denver 

96 

Dallas 

104 

L.A. Clippers 

91 

Phoenix 

HI 

Sacramento 

101 

Seattle 

113 

L.A. Lakers 

97 

Golden State 

103 

Portland 

102 


French Lacoste 


30 - 60 % Discount 

*7 a- 

Tennis Rackets & Accessories 
Ti - Shirts FRENCH LACOSTE 10 J.D 
Swimwear SPEEDO 
Swimwear Accessories 

PONT MISS THIS OFFER 

DONNA Y SPORT CENTRE 

Opposite Wadi saqra Book Shop - Near 
Philadilphia Hotel Bridge 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

In Um Uthaina 

Consists of three bedrooms, L-shaped dining room 
and salon, two bathrooms, independent central 
heating, telephone. Luxurious furniture. Suitable for 
diplomats. 

Please call tel. 820259 


FOR RENT 

TWO BEDROOM FURNISHED FLAT 
FOURTH CIRCLE - JABAL AMMAN 
400 JD PER MONTH . 

TEL. 642855 


TENDER’S NOTICE 


The Directorate of Projects Services/Ministry of 
Education announces the Tendering of the following 
tender as a part of the Seventh Educational Project 
No. 2890-JO. 

1. Tender's No.: 1/95 

2. Title: Books on Education Related to Research & 
Devt. 

3. Financed through: IBRD (289Q-JO). 

4. Fees of each bid document is: 

A. J.D (50) or 

B. US$ (75) or 

C. £ (50) or equivalent, and should be paid to MOE 
before opening date. 

Interested bidders are invited to collect tender’s 
document from Procurement Division of the Directo- 
rate of Projects Services/Ministry of Education, 
starting April 19. 1995 against the payment of the 
above fees. 

Closing date will be 11.00 A.M. of May 24, 1995. 

Head of Special 
Tenders Committee 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading hotels company in Aqaba is 
seeking to employ ambitious, hardworking, 
and self-motivated: 

1. Executive Secretary 

2. Accountant 

3. Marketing Director 

Candidates should have: 

☆ University degree 

☆ Good command of English language 
(priority for 2 foreign languages) 

☆ Good background in computers. 

Qualified applicants, kindly send 
your CV (resume) by fax to: 

Att. GENERAL MANAGER 
Fax: 03 314271 
AQABA - JORDAN 


— — — — y* n 

Five Cuban boxers! ^ \ 
banned for doping 


BONN (R) — Five Cuban 
boxers, including former 
world batamweight champion 
Enrique Carrion, have been 
banned for two years for tak- 
ing the banned diuretic 
furosemide, the International 
Amateur Boxing Association 
(AIBA) said on' Wednesday. 

AIB A said the Cuban Box- 
ing Federation had 
announced the ban a:' f er the 
boxers tested positive for the 
drug during out-of- 
competition tests. The inter- 
national federation has sus- 
pended the fighters from all 
events. 

The other fighters on the 
list were Alexander Jimenez 
Rodriguez, a junior flyweight 
wnrW champion. Mario Kin- 


delan Mesa, Yoandri Rey^ 
Pie and Ernesto Cabrera 
Laugart. 

Last November Cuban 
world flyweight champion 
Waldemar Font and Manu^ 
Mantilla Rodriguez, who. 
won gold medals at last year’s 
GoodwiH Games in St; 
Petersburg, tested positive 
for the same drug. 

The AIBA was not hn-' 
mediately able to give -flay 
dates regarding the positive 
tests and no spokesman was 
available to give any more* 
information about tbe cases. - * 

Diurcctics are sometimes: 
used to shed weight quickly 
or decrease the concentration 
of drugs in urine. 


Cantona starts punishment 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Eric Cantona's fans migrated 
from far and wide Tuesday to 
see their soccer hero begin 
the 120 hours community ser- 
vice punishment he got for 
attacking an abusive fan at a 
match in January. 

“Cantona was absolutely 
fantastic with the kids, abso- 
lutely unbelievable,” said 
Anthony Cain, coach of a 
community center team that 
the Manchester United star 
worked within in hi? first ses- 
sion. 

“He was~super&, couldn't 
have been better.” 

Among the crowd of 
admirers that showed up for 
the fiery Frenchman’s first 


day of atonement were fans, 
from Norway, and a coacb-j 
load of French school chil- 
dren from Perpignan i*- 
southwestern France. com& 
to see their compatriot after a.; 
rugby league tour of the’""' 

North of England. 

The Palau XX1JI under- ^ V s 
15's posed for a picture with. " 
Cantona and their coach — " 
the former French rugby* 
league captain, Guy Lefor- rf - 
gue. 

Cantona spent the morning* - 
at United’s Littleton training;; 
ground with his junior dob:- 
colleagues before being": 
driven away to the CUff tot 
teach football skills to cM-! 
dren from the Ellesmere Park • 

Junior School. 


B 


FOR RENT 

IarHJ 3edr00i71S i fu ' ,y furnished ground floor with 
garden, own telephone, parking and separate uti- 

Location: Shmeisani near Tyche Hotel. 

Tel.: 665496 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED SEMI 
VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Sweifieh. Amin Salama Mohammad 
St.. No. 9 near the Orthodox Church Consists of 3 bedrooms and 
utilities, luxurious furniture garage ior 2 cars: and a garden, rent. 
Annual, monthiy or any period 

Cal! Tel. 818092,642072,826457.. 


-f} - 
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FOR RENT 

A furnished flat in a villa, near the'Royal Automobile 
Club. 200m 2 , 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, living room 
guest room with dining room, large kitchen, and a 
big terrace. 

For more information call 811530 


Each consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, central heating . Area 200 
sq.m. Location:Abdul!ah Ghosheh St. 7th Circle.] 

Please cal tel : 810744 - 820069. 
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Next attraction: Julia Roberts, 
Rim & Sophia Loren...i 

_PRET-A-PORTER 


T ' 
Y 

| 

Copma Tel.: 634144 

. PHILADELPHIA 

iOaem Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.:#74S) 

CONCORD 

Tel.* 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tet; 675571 

NaU Al Rtashfari ThMra 

r—‘ ateMeil 

NabU fii Hisham’s TeL: 62 90 

AHLAN TF*ATPR 

Tom Hanks 
In 

Forrest Gump 

Shewn 1230, *15, &15. 9:15 

Bruce Willis & John Travotta 
In • 

PULP FICTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *1* 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1130. 3:15. 6:00. 8 : 30 , 11.-00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean -Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 5:45, 11:00 

Musa' Hijazln “Sum's” 

in the political satire 

HI Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

Apha i n 

children's play 

^ SaWs Return ☆☆ 

COMING SOON 
The Comedy Show 

CABARET 

Presents; 

The political satire: 
al salajm ya salaK 

at 8:30 p.m. " 

F °r reservation, please cat ~ 
625155 ■ ^ | 

The theatre Is closed/' f 
Saturdays & Sunday* •' - 
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Jordan’s U-22 basketball team 
leaves for Malaysia today 


By A ken Bannayan 

Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
Under-22 basketball team 
leaves for Malaysia Thurs- 
day evening to take part in 
an eight-nation internation- 
al basketball tournament 
which will be held in Kuala 
Lumpur April 24-30. 

Jordan will be the only 
Arab country playing in the 
tournament, the proceeds 
of which will be donated to 
kidney disease patients. 

Participating teams are 
China. Taiwan. Australia. 
Malaysia, the Philippines. 
Singapore and Russia. The 
Municipality of Greater 
Amman has sponsored the 
participation with JD 
10.000 as Jordan's U-22 
team will be representing 
the City of Amman. 

The Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) sees this 
as a good opportunity for . 
this age-group before the 



Mohammad Shamali 

U-22 team is soon re- 
grouped in preparation for 
the Arab championship 
which will be held in Am- 
man March 19%. Jordan 
will then play in the Asian 
LI-22 championship in 
Shanghai in June *96. 

The JBF has been criti- 
cised for not including play- 
ers from various clubs as 
the team groups players 
from only three clubs: 
Jazireh. Ahli and Orthodo- 


Yousef Abu Baker 
xi. 

Only two of the players 
are over 22. Jihad Sa'liba 
and Marwan Saeedi. Three 
players represent rhe U-I8 
team: Ma’an Odeh. Zeid 
Alkhas and Mahmoud 
Sha'aban. The other play- 
ers are Riyad Avesh. Ziyad 
Nabulsi. Yousef Abu Bakr. 
Husam Abdul Latif. Mous- 
tafa A1 Ghoul. Faisal 
Nsour. and Naser Alawneh. 

The most notable absen- 


tees are Ramez Ham- 
moudeh, Mohammad A1 
Shamali and Ghaith . En- 
nabi. 

Although it might be 
argued that the U-22 team 
travelling to Malaysia was 
only recently regrouped 
and did not practice 
together for a long time. 
JBF chairman Awwad Had- 
dad said players were not 
out of action throughout 
the past months. "Al Ahli's 
players joined their team in 
the Arab Clubs Cham- 
pionship which was held in 
Cairo recently, while Al 
Orthodoxi's players partici- 
pated in a friendly tourna- 
ment in Syria. U-1S players 
have been practicing with 
their team in preparation 
for the World Cham- 
pionship in July.” 

For the past two weeks 
the U-22 team has been 
playing as a separate team 
in ihe Aramex tournament 
grouping different com- 
panies. 


Ivanisevic, Berasategui out of Nice Open 


NICE (Agencies) — Defend- 
ing champion Alberto Be- 
rasategui and Goran Iva- 
nisevic. the No. 2 and No.- 3 
Seeds at the Nice Open, both 
.dropped out of their first- 
round matches with injuries 
Tuesday. 

Berasategui. after two 
hours of play against fellow 
Spaniard Alberto Costa, had 
to withdraw due to body 
cramps and was barely able 
to hold his racket. 

Costa lost the first-set tieb- 
reaker, 10-8 but was winning 
in the second. 4-0. when Be- 
rasategui called it quits. 

Berasategui won the Nice 
tournament last year, that 
started a successful year for 
him that included a spot in 
the French Open final hnd a 
| rise into the top 10. 

Ivanisevic, a former Wimb- 
i ledon finalist, beat Henri 
Leconte of France in the first 
set. 6-2. but lost the first 
game of the second set before 
defaulting, citing pain in his 
rik,i..t knee. He dropped out 
of a tournament in Stuttgart, 
Germany, in February and 
had an operation to repair 
cartilage damage before re- 
turning last week at Barcelo- 
na, where he made the semi- 
finals. 

“It started hurting in the 
first set." Ivanisevic said. 
“Then I couldn't bend it any 
more. I. will get some treat- 
ment tomorrow and take a 
few days of rest.” 

In other first round match- 
es, Tomas Carbonell of Spain 
beat Olivier Delaitre of 
France, 6-3, 6-0: Mark 

Woodforde of Australia 
downed Horst Skoff of Au- 
stria, 6-3, 7-6 (7-3) and top- 
seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
of Russia eliminated Amer- 
ican David Wheaton. 

Javier Sanchez of Spain 
beat a former Nice winner. 
Andrei Chesnokov of Russia. 
6-3, 6-3. 

The season's best clay 
court player. Thomas Muster 
of Austria, is not entered in 
the tournament. Muster won 
the past two tournaments in 
Estroil, Portugal, and Barce- 
lona, and is unbeaten in 16 
matches on clay this year. 

Chang, Ferreira advance 

Both local hero Michael 
Citing and second seeded 
Wayner Ferreira made it - 
through to the second round 
of the S328.000 
Hong Kong Open Tuesday 
without too many problems. 

Also through, but not with- 
out a fight, was third seed Jim 
Courier, the 1992 Hong Kong 
holder who won last week's 
Japan Open with" a victory 
over new world No. 1 Andre 
Agassi. 

In an evening match Chang 
. maintained his hero status in 
his spiritual home of Hong 



Alberto Berasategui 

Kong as he overpowered 
Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 
6-1. 6-3. 

Chang, a sporting idol in 
the territory who makes 
much of his multi-million dol- 
lar annual income from con- 
tracts and sponsorships relat- 
ing to the Asian region, had 
the overwhelming support of ■ 
the crowd watching on Cen- 
tre Court at Victoria Park. 


Courier finally subdued his 
21-year-old South Korean 
opponent who put up a brave 
losing fight against the world 
No. 11. 

Young II- Yoon, ranked 
289th in the world on the 
ATP Tour, refused to roll 
over and die and sent Courier 
scurrying around court with a 
variety of lobs, drop shots 
and solid groundstrokes. 
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NO PLACE TOR ACES 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

When this hand was played in a 
team match, a grand slam in spade* 
was bid al both tables. Both declar- 
ers found spectacular Lines to bring 
in all the tricks. 

Once South, who was known to 
bold poor trumps, could look for a 
grand elan by bidding five no 
trump. North realized that South 
had to have auffidnt outside con- . 
trait to make it a viable proposition. 
Th* grand slam was then reached 
via tbe most direct route- 

At one table dedarar won the dub 
lead in band, cashed the ace of 
hearts and ruffed a heart with the 
ace of trumps. A diamond to the 
king provided the entry for another 
heart ruff, again with a high trump. 
Tbe four of trump* to the nina was 
the entry for n third heart ruff. 


Di- Mirvr come to hand by ruffing 
ti* ace of dubs with the low crump. 
Trumps wore drawn and tbe reatof 
the nicks were clai me d- Tb» taw 
needed little more than a 3-2 trump 
break. 

Tbe other declarer did even ba- 
ler, unearthing an approach that 

would make even if trump* were 4-1. 

aa lone as diemnnde were 3-2. After 
whining the king of chibs, declarer 
Tyviied the king of diamonds, then 
crossed to tbe ten of trump* and 
discarded the oc* of diamo nds on 
the ace of dubs! _ 

A diamond was ruffed high and, 
when West showed out declarer 
now bad to find trumps 3-2. The ace 
of hearts and a heart ruff provided 
the entry for another diamond run, 

setting up tbe suit. Declarers last 
nude waa overtaken in dummy. 
Trumps were drawn and tb« tabla's 

ifiamonds took the rest of thatridka. 


The flame-haired Amer- 
ican. who has now won three 
tournaments in this 1995 
comeback year after taking a 
six-week break at the end of 
1994 for burnout, had a 
match point in his favour 
saved while leading 5-4 in the 
second set as the Korean hit a 
sizzling cross-court winner. 

In earlier matches Ferriera ’ 
dismissed a challenge from 
Britain's Jeremy Bates. 7-5. 
fr4. 

Ferreira used solid ground- ■ 
strokes to finally subdue k 
Bates, who at No. 54 in the 
world is at his career-best 
ranking iat age 3^. 

Graf taking a 4-week break 

Top-ranked Steffi Graf 
says she is taking a four-week 
break from tennis to avoid 
burning herself out and to 
stay healthy. 

In an interview with the 
Sport-Bild magazine released 
Tuesday, Graf said she would 
return at the German Open 
in Berlin May 15-2. 

“If I continued to play 
now. I'd bum myself out and 
I don't want to do that. The 
most important thing for me 
this year is to stay healthy 
and I'm going to take as 
much time off as I need." 
Graf was quoted as saying by 
the magazine. 

Graf dismissed reports in 
some German newspapers 
that the back injury that 
kept her sidelined for several 
weeks had returned. 

She extended her 1995 un- 
beaten match streak to 18-0 
by winning her fourth title of 
the year at the Houston 
women’s tennis cham- 
pionship Sunday. 


Triple 

Olympic 

ski 

champion 

retires 


ZURICH (Agencies) - 
Switzerland’s triple Olym- 
pic Alpine skiing champion 
Vreni Schneider announced 
her retirement from active 
competition on Wednes- 
day. 

Schneider, 30, who last 
month clinched her third 
World Cup overall tide by 
taking the season’s last sla- 
lom, told a news conference 
she had decided to end her 
11-year career “on a high 
note." 

The supreme technical 
skier, Schneider also won 
three World Championship 
titles to add to her three 
Olympic gold medals. 

Widely acknowledged as 
the best women’s Alpine 
skier of all time, her 55 
World Cup triumphs was 
second only to the 62 wins 
of the legendary Austrian 
Annemarie Moser-Proell. 

Schneider's best season 
was in 1989 when she won a 
record 14 World Cups com- 
prisong six giant slaloms, 
seven slaloms and a com- 
bined event to eclipse the 
previous best mark of 13 set 
by Sweden' 5 Ingemar Sten- 
rnark. 

Schneider won the gold 
medal in the slalom and 
giant slalom in the 1988 
Olympics and in the slalom 
in Lillehammer last year. 

She won her first World 
Cup race in 1984 and subse- 
quently became the most 
consistent skier on the 
women’s circuit. Although 
she disliked the speed 
races, she forced herself to 
compete in downhills and 
super-G’s to pick up extra 
points. 


Tyson wants 
Islamic rile 

INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — 
MikeTyson Wants td make a 
Muslim pilgrimage’ to Saudi 
Arabia, his spiritual advisor 
said, but he has no plans to 
travel there for a religious 
ceremony later this jnonth. ’ 

Mohammad SiddrtM- who 
worked with the "former 
heavyweight champion dur- 
ing his conversion to Islam 
during a three-year prison 
stay here, said he spoke with 
Tyson on Sunday and was 
told time problems will pre- 
vent him travelling to Saudi 
Arabia for the Islamic 10-day 
Haj ceremony. 

A Saudi news report Mon- 
day said Tyson and ex-champ 
Mphammad Ali would travel 
there for the rite later this 
month. 



MAID REQUIRED 

Required live-in Filipina maid 'for an 
English family. 

Please call 811041 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
Royal Army of Oman 

l-The Royal Army of Oman announces that it is 
in need for doctors to work as general practi- 
tioners in the army’s medical services in 
accordance with the following conditions and 
qualifications: 

A. Applicants should be of Jordanian nationality. 

B. Should be medically fit and under 35 years of 
age. 

Be of good conduct and never had been 
indicted in any case involving honour or integrity. 

Holders of medicine and surgery bachelors 
degree. 

E. Should have a minimum of three years experi- 
ence after internships in various sections. 

F. Experience with military institutions is a prefer- 
ence. 

G. Those selected will be given'the rank of captain. 
2— Fringe benefits can be obtained in detail 
from the military attache at the Omani Embassy 
in Amman. Applications, along with a CV in 
English, photocopies of certificates of experi- 
ence and scientific degrees as well as a recent 
photo of the applicant, should be sent to: 

P.O.Box. 211945 Amman 
11121 Jordan 

Within Jess than 15 days since tbe publication of tbe 
advertisement, mentioning the full mailing address 
clearly along with the telephone number. Dates for 
interviewing the applicants at the military Attache’s 
office will be set later. 

Ministry of Lihnur approval No. 7/l'I.VI16 daw April IK. 149S. 


UEFA Cup final will 
be an all-Italian affair 


PARIS (AFP) — Tbe UEFA 
Cup final next month became 
an all-Italian affair when 
Juventus and Parma saw off 
their German rivals in their 
second-leg semi-final match- 
es on Tuesday. 

Parma were first into the 
final when they beat Bayer 
Leverkusen in Italy 3-0 with 
goals from Faustino Asprillo 
and one from Gianfranco 
Zola to win 5-1 on agreggate. 

Several hours later Juven- 
tus, who meet Parma in the 
Italian Cup " final in June, 
booked their place in next 
month -s UEFA Cup final by 
beating Borussia Dortmund 
in Germany 2-1 to win 4-3 on 

agreggate. 

It was a stunning perform- 
ance from Parma's Col- 
ombian star Asprillo which 
assured them of their third 
European final appearance in 
three years. 

The Italian side won the 
European Cup Winner’s Cup 
in '93 and the European Su- 
per Cup last year. 

The South American 
struck after only four minutes 
when he hit home a lose ball 
after Leverkusen goalkeeper 
Rudger Vollbom failed to 
hold a shot from Massimo 


Crippa. 

Itwai 


it was to be a fatal blow for 
the German’s whose hopes of 
reaching the final had sud- 
denly gone from slim to 
almost non-exis t ence. 

T railin g 2-1 from the fust- 
leg tbe Germans, despite 
several throating attacks from 
striker Rudi Voeller, never 
looked like scoring the two 
goals they need to keep their 
slender hopes alive. 

When Asprillo struck again 
10 minute into the second 
half after being put through 
by midfielder Gianfranco 
Zola, all German hopes were 
completely dashed. 

The Colombian capped off 
a brilliant performance by 
supplying tbe finishing pass 
to Zola to score in the 67th 
min ute. 

“It was a great perform- 
ance,” said Parma coach 
Nevio Scala. “For the third 
year in a row we are in' a 
European final.” 

In Dortmund, Juventus 
needed all their experience to 
beat Borussia Dortmund de- 
spite takin g the lead after 
only six minutes thanks to a 
goal by Sergio Porcini from a 
comer. 

Only four minutes later 


Bomssia’s Brazilian star and 
former Juventus player Julio 
Cesar levelled the score from 
a free kick. 

Borussia, beaten in the 
UEFA Cup final in 1993 by 
Juventus, neatly took die 
lead ipinutes later through 
their 17-year-old Ghana play- 
er Ibrahim Tahko but in the 
31st minute Juventus captain 
Roberto Baggio sealed the 
German's fate. 

From a direct free-kick 
Baggio's perfectly placed- 
shot gave goalkeeper Stefan 
Kloss no chance. 

(With nothing to lose the 
Germans pushed forward and 
Lars Rkken headed home 
from a comer in the second 
half but the goal was dis- 
allowed by Dutch referee 
Van der Ende who claimed 
tbe outswinging ball had cros- 
sed the line and come back in 
to play. 

Juventus almost made it 
3-1 in the final five minutes 
when a fierce shot from Paulo 
Sousa beat Kloss but hit the 
post but by then the match 
had already been sealed. 

Ihe first-leg of the final 
will be played on May 3 in 
Parma with Juventns hosting 
the second-leg on May 17. 


Joe Montana announces retirement 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
fiercest of competitors and 
coolest of customers has cal- 
led it quits, and fans will 
never get to see Joe Montana 
light up another Super Bowl. 

But what memories ’Joe 
Cool’ leaves behind. 'The 
catch.' ‘The drive.' and oh 
those incredible comebacks. 

Two months short of his 
39th birthday, 'after 16 sensa- 
tional NFL seasons. 318 
touchdown passes and in- 
juries that would have stop- 
ped a lesser man years ear- 
lier. Joe Montana decided 
“it’s time to pull out the golf 
dubs." 

Like Arnold Palmer, 
Muhammad AJi and Michael 
Jordan, Montana is one of 
those ■ rare sportsmen who 
came to be considered a 
-legend while still plyipg his 

trade.- 

. “Playing • with him is like 
playing with Babe Ruth,” 
former teammate Brent 
Jones once said, comparing 
Montana to the greatest icon 
of American sports. 

.Such reserve nee was felt by 
tetnma' . and opponents 
alike. 

After Montana broke his 
heart in Super Bowl XXIII 
with the “The Drive," Cin- 
dnnati receiver. Chris Collins- 
worth saidf “Joe Montana is 
not human. I don’t want to 
call him a God but he's de- 


finitely somewhere in be- 
tween.’ 

To a fellow Bengal who 
thought they had the big. 
game won. Collinsworth said: ' 
“Have you seen who’s quar- 
terbacking the 49ers?" 

All Montana did — just 
three years after potentially 
carrer-ending back surgery in 
1986 — was march the 49ers 
92 yards in 10 plays, complet- 
ing seven of eight passes in- 
duding the winning touch- 
down with 34 seconds left. 

He took San Francisco to 
four Super Bowls and won 
them all, without throwing a 
single interception. 

Montana was named Most 
Valuable Player of the NFL’s 
big show a record three 
times. His favourite receiver, 
Jerry Rice, was named MVP 
of the 1989, Super Bowl: But 
even Rice -acknowledged thSff 
his quarterback was MVP of 
that game too. 

The following year. Mon- 
tana engineered the biggest 
blowout in Super Bowl his- 


tory. a 55-10 humiliation of 
Denver, and rewrote the Su- 
per Bowl record book in the 
process. 

With the kind of poise and 
grace under pressure that 
only the great ones possess, 
montana dominated his sport 
.in the 1980s and continued to 
strike fear into the hearts of 
opponents into the 1990. 

Two years away due to 
elbow surgery late in his 
career did little to dampen his 
competitive spirit. With no- 
thing left to prove, the eight- 
time pro bowl selection de- 
manded a trade to Kansas 
City rather than take a back 
seat to rising superstar Steve 
Young in San Francisco. 

In his first year with the 
Chiefs he .came .within .ong-j; . 
victory, of another Supeti' i 
: Bowl. • ' : , -'- v * ' ■ 

Other, hid -greater natural** 
athletic ability, but none 
could read a defence and pick 
it apart with the surgical pre- 
cision of Montana. 


FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished ground floor apartment consisting of 
4-bedrooms.spacious salon, Danish kitchen, Europe an- 
style furniture, 400 sq.m, garden, independent utilities, 
telephone.satellite dish. 

Location: Um- Uthayna. 

Call Tel.: 8631 17. 


Easter At 


4, 



Easter at the Marriott is a special 
feast You and your family can enjoy 
our delightful lunch buffet at 
Al Mansaf Restaurant with live 
entertainment 
Three prizes will be 
to the children who find 

silver and chocolate eggs 
in the egg hunt 


Al Mansaf Restaurant 
Price: 12,500 JD + 10% Government Tax 
+ 10% Service Charge. 

Children Half Price. 
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News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Iran convicts 3 Americans of spying 

NICOSIA (R) Iran said on Wednesday three Americans 
have been found guilty of spying for the United States and 
their case would be reviewed by Iran's supreme court. 
Iranian Television quoted the head of Iran’s supreme 
court. Ayatollah Mohammad Mohammadi Gilani, as tell- 
ing reporters in Tehran that the three unnamed Americans 
had "been found guilty by an Islamic revolution court, and 
theiT cases weie now under review by the supreme court.” 
Mr. Gilani described the three Americans as "mercenary 
agents who spied for America and its accomplices during 
the (1980-88 Iran-Iraq) war.” Mr. Gilani did not say when 
the Americans were arrested or give any information on 
them. It was the first reported news oh the three. 

20% of ex-Soviet emigres to Israel not Jewish 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — One in five immigrants to Israel from 
the former Soviet Union is not a Jew, the Jewish Agency 
announced Wednesday. The agency said 19.8 per cent or 
110.283 of teh 557.370 immigrants who have flooded in 
since 1989 were not Jewish. Israel's "law of return” allows 
any Jew to immigrate and grants immediate citizenship and 
a range of benefits. It also applies to spouses and third 
generation descendants of Jewish mothers, which explains 
the figures for non-Jews. Avraham Burg, chairman of the 
agency, which oversees immigration, told reporters the 
policy would not change and Israel would continue to take 
in non-Jews. 

Egypt to hold elections in Halaib 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has taken the first step towards^ 
holding elections in a border region disputed with Sudan.' 
which is likely to increase tensions between the two 
neighbours. On Tuesday, Egypt's consultative Shura Coun- 
cil approved a bill creating election districts in Halaib, a 
triangular patch of desert on the Red Sea. The National 
Assembly, or parliament, is expected to follow suit shortly. 
The move is in response to Sudan's announcement -in 
February that it would hold elections in Halaib. Under an 
1899 treaty, the land was incorporated into Egypt, which 
later gave Sudan administrative powers there. In 1991. 
Sudan tried to lease Red Sea oil rights off Halaib to a ‘ 
Canadian firm, triggering the present dispute in which both 
countries claim the land. 

Talibans block fuel supplies into Kabul 

KABUL (AP) — The Taliban militia, a leading opposition 
group in the civil war, has imposed a blockade on fuel 
coming into the capital in a bid to weaken the nominal 
government. Gasoline prices have doubled to the equiva- 
lent of S3. 50 a gallon since the blockade began Monday, 
but ii is unlikely to undermine President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani's government. "We have cut supplies of gasoline 
and diesel, but we are not stopping anything else such as 
flour,” Taliban commander Haji Ubaidullah told the 
Associated Press in an interview in Maidan Shahr. 30 i 
kilometres southwest of Kabul. "The government is using ! 
the fuel to run their tanks and military hardware in their 
fight against us,” Mr. Ubaidullah said in explaining the 
motive for the blockade. Mr. Rabbani's troops and their 
allies have driven all their opponents, including the 
Talibans, out of rocket range of Kabul and the city has 
been calm for the past month. 

Jewish extremists call for murder of “K” 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Hardline Israeli nationalists called 
Wednesday for the murder of the new head of the internal 
intelligence agency Shin Beth whom they consider opposed 
to Jewish settlement on occupied territory. Israel military 
radio said it bad received a statement from the "David's 
Shield” group calling for "the execution of the traitor who 
persecutes settlers.” The group, which says it is linked to 
the outlawed Kach movement, gave the full name of the 
Shin Beth chief, which is banned by military censorship. He 
is identified only by the code letter “K.” An expert on 
Jewish extremism, he took charge of Shin Beth in March. 
A Kach leader went to court to try to have the appointment 
overturned. 

Three sentenced to death in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three militants were sentenced to death 
on Wednesday for killing a policeman and wounding two 

■ civilians in February 1992 in south Egypt, court sources 
said. Six other extremists were sentenced to life of hard 

• labour while another was acquitted by the criminal court of 
1 Esna, 750 kilometres south of Cairo. The members of the 
; outlawed Samaa Ai Islamiyyah group were found guilty of 

■ murdering Mokhtar Ahmad 40, a member of state security. 

: and injuring two civilians who tried to stop them during the 
; attack in Esna. Badri Makhluf Hussein, who was already in 

• prison , was found innocent of issuing orders from his cell to 

■ the others to commit attacks against police. Hussein is 
1 serving multiple sentences amounting to 60 years in prison 
; for participation in attacks against tourists in 1992. 

: EU seeks Iranian pledge on Rushdie 

TEHRAN (AFP) — European Lfaion (EU) envoys met a 
-senior Iranian official here on Wednesday and asked 
; Tehran for a pledge not to harm British author Salman 
; Rushdie, diplomatic sources said. The ambassadors of 
France. Germany and Spain — representing the past, 
present and futue presidents of the EU — presented 
Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif with a 
demand not to carry out the religious edict condemning 
' Mr. Rushdie to death, the sources said. Their visit marked 
a new attempt by the EU to minimise the impact of the 
fatwa pronounced by former Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini on Mr. Rushdie in 1988 following 
publication of his book, “The Satanic Verses,” judged 
blasphemous to Islam. 

Tunisia sets up office in Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A Tunisian envoy presented his 
. credentials to Yasser Arafat on Wednesday bringing to 
three the number of Arab countries with representatives in 
the Gaza Strip. Mohammad Al Munji Al Ajnaf told Mr. 
Arafat at his sea-side headquarters: "I will try to shoulder 
this responsibility until we reach the shores of peace.” 
Tunisia joined Egypt and Morocco from the Arab World 
while Gennany, Denmark. Norway and the Netherlands 
also have opened offices here and in the West Bank 
; self-rule enclave of Jericho. “Tunisia has everlasting value 
for us and we will remain together until we pray together in 
Jerusalem as capital of independent Palestine," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Adel Imam’s play highest earner 

CAIRO (AP) — He is Egypt's leading comedian and star 
"box office attraction, and now Adel Imam's latest play 
“The Leader” has become the highest earner in Egyptian 
theatre history. The comedy opened in the fall 1983, and 
after playing for 318 nights, it has made nearly 20 million 
pounds ($5.o million). A quarter of that figure was paid to 
the government as taxes. Egypt’s newspapers published 
pictures of the Monday night celebration by the cast of 
••The Leader” after the figures were announced. The play, 
written by Farouk Sabry. is a political satire set in a 
fictional Third World dictatorship. The dictator dies and 
imam, his look-alike, winds up running the country and 
rejects the old system. As Egypt’s leading comedian. 
Imam’s movies are guaranteed box office successes and his 
plays usually have lengthy runs. 



Iraqi trade unionis ts protest on Wednesday in front of the U.N. office in Baghdad a U.N. resolution to allow hunted oil sates 
(AFP photo) 

Iraq protesters reject U.N. plan 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Brandishing anti-U.S. ban- 
ners. thousands of Iraqi de- 
monstrators crammed Bagh- 
dad streets on Wednesday to 
voice their rejection of a 
U.N. plan allowing Iraq to 
sell limited amounts of oil. 

About 10.000 people took 
to the streets in a demonstra- 
tion reminiscent of anti-U.S. 
protests in the build-up to the 
1991 Gulf war, when a U.S.- 
led allied force drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

“This resolution is Amer- 
ican, the Iraqi people do not 
accept it,” read a banner 
hoisted by a group of Iraqi 
workers. 

It was the largest demon- 
stration so far against the 
U.N. resolution, already re- 
jected by the Iraqi cabinet 
since it was passed by the 
Security Council last Friday. 

The U.N. plan would allow 
Iraq to sell up to $2 billion of 
oil over 180 days, renewable 
for another six months, to 
raise funds to pay for urgent- 
ly needed foodstuffs and 
medicines. 

U.N. sanctions applied to 


Iraq after the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait have devastated its 
economy, but Baghdad says 
the terms of the resolution 
infringe on its sovereignty. 

Fadhil Ghareeb. head of 
Iraqi trade unions, led the 
demonstrators. 

“As trade unions, we can- 
not accept this resolution and 
have written to the govern- 
ment about it,” Mr. Ghareeb 
told Reuters. 

"It (resolution) will not 
operate a single factory, not 
employ a single worker and 
not lesson inflation.” he said. 

“It is like slow death. 
Therefore we cannot accept 
it," Mr. Ghareeb said, 
adding that Iraqi trade unions 
will confront the plan "witrf 
all possible means.” 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper on Wednesday 
dismissed the resolution as 
“mean and vicious” and said 
Iraq would settle for nothing 
short of a total lifting of the 
ban on its oil exports. 

“Our rejection of this con- 
spiratorial, vicious American 
resolution stems from the fact 
that the Iraqi people shall not 


allow foreigners to make use 
of its national wealth until 
doomsday.” the paper said in 
a front-page editorial. 

Iraq’s cabinet at the 
weekend flatly spurned the 
U.N. plan and Baghdad 
newspapers carried an 
address by President Saddam 
Hussein in which he said 
Iraq’s enemies were “asto- 
nished with the Iraqi people's 
attitude rejecting the Amer- 
ican resolution." 

The Baath Party paper said 
the only way out of the im- 
pass was for the U.N. to 
acknowledge that Iraq has 
complied with Gulf war ceas- 
efire terms requiring it to 
dismantle its weapons sys- 
tems and to lift sanctions 
entirely. 

Babel Newspaper said the 
resolution was a conspiracy 
which Iraq flatly rejects. Iraq 
preferred further "tightening 
of belts” to accepting such a 
resolution, it said. 

Iraqi parliamentary com- 
mittees are discussing the re- 
-solution pending a formal 
session Iraqi legislators are to 
hold soon. 


In Abu Dhabi. Organisa- 
tion of Palestine Exporting 
Countries Secretary-General 
Rilwand Lukman said Iraq's 
return to die oil market if- 
U.N. sanctions are eased 
would not weaken prices. 

Mr. Lukman, on fus arrival 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) as part of a Gulf tour, 
said, however, that OPEC oil 
ministers would hold 
emergency talks if the United 
Nations allowed Iraq back to 
the market. 

“I do not know what the 
result of the U.N. resolution 
will be but I think that Iraq's 
resumption of oil exports 
according to OPEC rules till 
not afreet oil. prices." Mr. 
Lukman told reporters. 

“After the sanctions are 
lifted, OPEC will hold an 
emergency meeting to discuss 
Iraq’s comeback to the mar- 
ket. 

"We hope such a return 
will be compatible with the 
organisation's rules and poli- 
cies on production quotas 
assigned to each member 
state so the market will not 
be destabilised.” he said. 


Rafsanjani: No plan to build A-bombs 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said on 
Wednesday Tehran had no 
plans to build atomic 
weapons and accused the Un- 
ited States of trying to block 
its peaceful nuclear energy 
projects. 

Mr. Rafsanjani told a news 
conference in the Indian 
capital be expected Russia to 
provide four nuclear reactors 
valued at between 5800 mil- 
lion and SI billion to Iran 
.despite U.S. objections. 

“So for we have no plans to 
build atomic weapons,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

“We do believe that the 
application of this type of 
weapon will have a devastat- 
ing effect on humanity,” Mr. 
Rafsanjnai said. “I believe 
what the Americans have 
done by bombing Hiroshima, 
they can never get rid of the 
shame." 

Asked if Russia would de- 
liver the four reactors despite 
U.S. pressure, Mr. Rafsan- 
jani said: “I find it difficult 
that the Russians will accept 
such slander and insult from 
the Americans as they play 
with the dignity of a great 
nation.” 


Mr. Rafsanjani, speaking 
on the last day of a three-day 
state visit, said his views on 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) were at odds 
with New Delhi which says 
the pack, up for review, dis- 
criminates against non- 
nuclear states. , 

“We do agree with the 
extension of the NFT,” he 
said. “But there are condi- 
tions and words that need to 
be expressed. You shall be 
hearing our position in this 
regard." 

Mr. Rafsanjani jokingly 
dismissed a remark by a 
senior U-S. official who said 
he would have postponed a 
visit to India if he had known 
that it coincided with a trip by 
the Iranian head of state. 

“I think it is quite ugly for 
the United States not to 
know of my visit to this coun- 
try since it was known for 
many months,” Mr. Rafsan- 
jani said when asked about 
the comment by U.S. Treas- 
ury Secretary Robert Rubin. 

“If the rest of the intelli- 
gence (the Americans) are 
receiving is like this than they 
have a difficult task on their 
hands,” he joked. 


Mr. Rubin, who arrived in 
New Delhi on Monday, the 
same day as Mr. Rafsanjani, 
told reporters here Tuesday 
he would have postponed his 
trip if be had known ahead of 
time that the Iranian presi- 
dent would be here. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said his 
country would consider 
strengthening strained rela- 
tions with the United States if 
Washington first released bil- 
lions of dollars of frozen 
assets. 

“We do not have any trust 
in the United States.” Mr. 
Rafsanjani told the news con- 
ference. 

“We believe that they 
should first prove they do not 
have any misintentions in 
their behaviour so that we 
■could have further considera- 
tion for our future refer- 
ence.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani said: “We 
feel one such indication of 
goodwill from the United 
States could be the release of 
our frozen assets of our coun- 
try. That would be a good 
sign.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati told Reu- 
ters that Mr. Rafsanjani was 


referring to S17 billion Iran 
says Washington froze after 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also 
offered to mediate in a dis- 
pute between India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir, but 
said the United States must 
not be allowed to get in- 
volved. 

The Iranian leader, speak- 
ing warmly of India’s secular 
tradition, said the issue of 
Kashmir and a Hindu- 
Muslim dispute over the de- 
molition of a mosque should 
not be used for propaganda 
against New Delhi. 

“I am not satisfied nor 
happy with the situation in 
Kashmir,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
told a news conference. 

“We have announced our 
readiness for mediation with 
India and Pakistan and the 
people of Kashmir,” he said.. 
“But we are also aware of 
reports of American involve- 
ment in the dispute which 
must not be allowed.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani spoke as 
U.S. Ambassador to India 
Frank Wisner prepared to 
visit Kashmir next month, the 
highest ranking U.S. official 
to set foot in the Himalayan 
region in five years. 



Japan’s Princess '■>- 
Sayako turns 26 i; 

TOKYO (AP) - Prince^ ’ - 
Savako. the only daughter^ v 
Japan's Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko, turned 26 ' 
Tuesday. And, though 
rumours may abound, ^ r ■; 
says she is in no hurry togtt 
manied. Princess Sayak 
the youngest of the impend 
couple's three children, 
the only one still single. Ofc* * .• 
the past few years, rumou^ -* 
have had her on the veige of * 
marrying several times. **i • 
would prefer to take it at a# - 
own pace,” she said hj -a-' 
written response to questions 
posed by the media. Unlike, 
her brothers — imperial beh . 
Naruhito and Prince Akishi- 
no, who is second in line to- 
the throne — Princess ■- 
Sayako cannot assume the ... * 
throne. If she marries, she 
also will lose her status as sn 
imperial princess, and must 
relinquish her annual ' : '- 
stipend and residence with 
her parents at the imperial * 
palace. 
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Hamas 
rejects 
Arafat 
order to 
disarm 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The militant Hamas group, 
which has tried to hah Israel- 
Palestinian peacemaking with 
a series of suicide bombings, 
said Wednesday they would 
not surrender weapons or 
stop attacks against Israel. 

Izzedine AI Qassam. the 
military wing of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, issued the leaflet af- 
ter reports that a deal was 
being worked out between 
Hamas and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to end the 
attacks. 

Officials in Mr. Arafat’s 
self-rule government met 
several times over the past 
few days with Hamas leaders 
to head off a confrontation 
and work out an understand- 
ing. 

Arafat spokesman Nabil 
Abu Irdeineh said Wednes- 
day that some progress was 
being made. 

“There are positive signs, 
and they are talking in a 
different language these 
days,” Mr. Irdeineh said, 
i “We are encouraging them, 
and we are waiting for them 
to join us and to respect the 
signature of the PLO (on the 
peace accord).” 

Mr. Abu Irdeineh said that 
as a first step, Mr. Arafat 
wanted a pledge from Hamas 
and the smaller Islamic Jihad 
that they do not carry out 
attacks against Israelis from 
PLO- ruled territory. 

However, the Izzedine Al 
Qassam leaflet ruled out 
compromise. 

“Our decision is to reject 
the disarming of our fight- 
ers." said the leaflet circu- 
lated in Gaza. 

“The holy war will con- 
tinue in every part of our 
occupied Palestinian land 
where (Israeli) soldiers and 
settlers are present, whether 
in Gaza, the West Bank or in 
the occupied lands of 1948,” 
the statement said. 

Mahmoud Zahar, a Hamas 
political leader, said die two 
sides were not close to an 
agreement. 

“The Palestinian Authority 
is trying to give the impress- 
ion that a deal is being made 
to show the Israelis that they 
have done something,” Dr. 
Zahar told the Associated 
Press. 

Dr. Zahar said Egypt was 
trying to mediate between 
the militants and Arafat. He 
said he and other Hamas 
leaders met Tuesday night 
with the Egyptian representa- 
tive to Gaza, Mohammad 
Karim. 

Mr. Arafat last week set a 
May 11 deadline for militant 
groups to surrender .their 
weapons. 

The ultimatum was part of 
a crackdown carried out after 
back-to-back suicide bomb- 1 
ings on April 9. Seven Israelis 
and an American were killed 
in the explosions near two 
Jewish settlements in Gaza. 

The attacks resulted in . 
fresh Israeli and U.S. press- 
ure on Mr. Arafat to rein in 
the militants. Israeli has 
warned it would not pull : 
troops out of West Bank 1 
towns, as stipulated in the 
peace accord, unless Mr. 
Arafor did a better job foiling , 
attacks on Israelis. 






Winnie Mandeia 
enters hospital 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Winnie Mandela was 
admitted to a private dime 
here suffering from stress 
Tuesday, a day after res- 
igning her South African gov- 
ernment post, public SABC 
television said. The Link- 
sfield Park Clinic confirmed 
Mrs. Mandela had been 
admitted but refused to com- 
ment on her condition, saying 
it had to protect the privacy 
of its patients. Friends and 
family members of the 
estranged wife of President 
Nelson Mandela pleaded 
with journalists waiting at the 
hospital to leave her alone as 
she needed rest. The SABC 
report said tests were being 
conducting on Mrs. Mandela 
but gave no details. Mrs. 
Mandela Monday resigned 
from her position as deputy 
minister of arts, culture, sci- 
ence and technology, just 
hours before her official ax- 
ing from the post was due to 
come into effect. Reading a 
press statement at her home 
in Johannesburg's main black 
township Soweto, Mrs. Man- 
dela sounded hoarse and 
looked ill, but aides said she 
was suffering from flu. 

Italy’s bleeding 
Madonna freed 
from custody 
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loyd’s observation at Aqaba proceeds smoothly 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Aqaba-based 
independent observers 
have not spotted any Jorda- 
nian violation of the trade 
sanctions against Iraq since 
they took up post in Au- 
gust. and the observation 
arrangement at the Red 
Sea port is firmly in place, 
senior officials of the 
Lloyd’s Register of ship- 
ping said Wednesday. 

A.J. Sanders and A. 
Whitehead, director and 
manager respectively of ihe 
London-based organisa- 
tion. also said the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee had 
expressed high satisfaction 
with the observation proce- 
4ures at Aqaba. 

Lloyd's Register, a non- 
profit organisation, sent 
an-eight member observer 
team to Aqaba in August 
to replace offshore inspec- 
tion with a land-based reg- 
ime to monitor Jordan's 
adherence to the interna- 
tional sanctions against 
Iraq. 

The offshore inspection 
was carried out by a multi- 


national force led by Amer- 
ican warships carrying in- 
spectors who used to check 
all Aqaba-bound shipping. 

The end to the inspec- 
tions came after intense 
Jordanian efforts prompted 
by substantial losses that 
Jordanian importers suf- 
fered as a result of the 
costly and time-consuming 
process. 

The inspections were 
also seen as an affront to 
Jordan since they were con- 
ducted despite the King- 
dom’s repeated reaffirma- 
tion of its respect for all 
United Nations decisions 
and resolutions. 

Mr. Whitehead, one of 
the key Lloyd's people in- 
volved in the behind-the- 
scenes efforts that led to 
the land-based regime set- 
ting up base at the port, 
said: “Since the Lloyd's 
Register team took posi- 
tion, we have not spotted a 
single violation of the sanc- 
tions at Aqaba.” 

“We have established an 
excellent working rela- 
tionship with everyone con- 
cerned." Mr. Whitehead 
told the Jordan Times on 


the fringes of a Lloyd's 
Register seminar in Am- 
man. 

“Everyone, particularly 
the Ports Corporation, the 
customs people and ship- 
ping agents, are extending 
full cooperation, and. we 
have not encountered any 
problems.” he added. 

Mr. Sanders said Lloyd's 
Register had reported 
twice to the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee on its activities 
at the port. “The sanctions 
committee chairman and 
members were very happy 
with our performance," 
said Mr. Sanders. 

All the eight members of 
the observation mission at 
Aqaba are Lloyd's Register 
International staff in line 
with the organisation's de- 
termination to prove its 
“independence, impartial- 
ity and integrity — the 
three *i’s," Mr. Whitehead 
said. 

“What we are doing at 
Aqaba is a dear' application 
of these principles to the 
satisfaction of all people 
concerned." he said. 

"We are not policemen 
trying to impose anything 


on anybody," he added. 
“We are here under an 
explicit agreement among 
al the parties concerned, 
and we will remain there 
until the concerned parties 
ask us to leave.” 

Another sign of the three 
"i’s” that Lloyd's Register 
abides by is evident in the 
payment arrangement for 
its services, Mr. Whitehead 
said, noting that the orga- 
nisation does not get paid 
directly from Jordan. 

The Ports Corporation 
collects a token fee based 
on tonnage and volume of 
the cargo aiming to Aqaba 
and remits it to a special 
U.N. account. Lloyd's 
Register prepares its own 
invoices and sends it to the 
,U.N. General Secretariat, 
which makes the payment 
from the special account. 

“This is aimed at ensur- 
ing the transparency of the 
whole arrangement and to 
make it clear that there is 
no money passing directly 
from Jordan to Lloyd's 
Register.” Mr. Whitehead 
added. 

Mr. Sanders estimated 
the total cost of Lloyd's 


Register servides at Aqaba 
at around $2 million per 
year. That compares with 
the tens of millions of dol- 
lars that Jordanian impor- 
ters had to pay in extra 
freight cost and for 
delayed/rerouted ship- 
ments. 

Lloyd’s Register sur- 
veyors at Aqaba take part 
in the routine customs in- 
spection procedures that 
govern all cargo coming to 
and leaving Jordan and en- 
sures that the goods corres- 
pond with the accompany- 
ing documents. 

Since customs inspec- 
tions are mandatory in Jor- 
dan foT all incoming and 
outgoing cargo, the Lloyd's 
Register observation has 
no bearing on the 
sovereignty of the King- 
dom. 

The surveyors are not 
authorised to stdp any car- 
go coming to Jordan or any 
Jordanian consignment 
leaving the port since the 
Kingdom is not under any 
embargo: they could only 
make note of any possible 

(Continued on page 7) 


CIVITAVECCHIA, Italy ^Gofan 
(R) — Judicial authorities 
said they had lifted a "cus- ~ - • . - . j| . 

tody order” on a statue of the -- ... 

Madonna whose reported '• _ _ ' 

tears of blood have caused , 

thousands of Italy's faithful ‘ 

to flock to this port dty. 

Magistrate Antonio Albano 

lifted an injunction ordering • i, 

the local bishop, Girolamo „ rr 

Grillo, to keep the statue • 

locked in a sealed closet in his - ■* ■/ r 

home pending the results of ; 

an investigation into the ^ r 

whether the bleeding was a' t. : - 7 : 

hoax. Mr. Albano did not say . y. 

why he bad revoked foe ' ’ 

order. Earlier he had said 

allowing the statue to remain „ ■ 

the subject of veneration *; ■ ~ . 

while the scientific verdict : * 

was still pending risked 

violating laws forbidding ' . '■ : . 

“abuse of public sensitivities. 

Since the- 40-cm (15-indi) •: Flfggj 

high statue of the Virgin ,-aja 

Mary first reportedly wept 

tears of blood in February, 

thousands of people have vi- .5 

sited Civitavecchia hoping to .. 

witness a miracle. Initial tests- 

have shown that the red . .' 

quid on the face of the starae,:jj§*;|T 

which was purchased at " 


of how it got there. 

N. Zealand police 1^* r/ - . C” 
hunt man who . 
threw baby #. 

from car 




WELLINGTON (R) — 

Zealand Police searcherfEj^ , 
Wednesday for a man alJegeff||‘-s _ 


afternoon, near the*Ni 
Island town of Wairoa. 
child died on impact *1 
had no idea of a motive 
the incident. “When 


twwf' !r ' 'T* ' 


said, five- people, include 
the baby's mother andt$ 


Si* M, 


other infants, were in 

when the infant was cch. 

out. . ^ 


rv 


